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CHAPTER ONE
JESUS, AVENGER OF BLOOD

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

The visible, universal return of Jesus Christ as righteous Judge and Avenger — the moment
when every person on earth sees Him, mourns, and confronts the reality of His Lordship, and
when His wrath is poured out on those who rejected Him while His people are delivered.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Revelation 1:7-8

e Revelation 6:15-16
e Exodus 33:20

e Daniel 7:13-14

e Matthew 24:30

e Matthew 26:64

e Zechariah 12:10-11
e Isaiah 63:1-6

e Psalm 9:12

e Numbers 35:9-34
e Revelation 19:13-14
e Psalm 24:7-10

e John 20:11-18

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

The cited Scriptures establish that Christ's return will be seen, not merely believed. Revelation
1:7-8 and Matthew 24:30 declare that He comes with clouds, that every eye will see Him, and
that the tribes of the earth will mourn — while Daniel 7:13-14 identifies this coming One as
receiving everlasting dominion over all peoples and nations. Matthew 26:64 records Jesus
Himself affirming this before the high priest.

Zechariah 12:10-11 shows that this sight produces genuine grief, particularly among those
who look on the One they pierced. Revelation 6:15-16 describes the opposite response: men of
every rank hiding among rocks and caves, begging to be concealed from the face of the
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Enthroned One and the wrath of the Lamb — a plea underscored by Exodus 33:20, where God
tells Moses no man can see His face and live.

Isaiah 63:1-6 portrays the Lord coming from Edom with garments stained red, treading the
winepress alone, with no one to help, His own arm bringing salvation in the day of vengeance.
Revelation 19:13-14 shows the same figure clothed in a robe dipped in blood, called The Word
of God. Psalm 9:12 anchors the motive: when He avenges blood, He remembers the humble and
does not forget their cry. Numbers 35:9-34 supplies the legal background — the avenger of blood
was the appointed party who executed just sentence on a murderer, while cities of refuge
protected the one who killed accidentally, showing that God distinguishes carefully between guilt
and innocence.

Psalm 24:7-10 celebrates the King of glory, strong and mighty in battle, entering the ever-
lasting doors. John 20:11-18 records Mary at the tomb, weeping and seeking her Lord, and Jesus
responding to her by name before telling her not to cling to Him because He had not yet
ascended to the Father. Together these passages present a Christ who is both terrifying in judg-
ment and personally responsive to those who seek Him.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Revelation 1:7 says every eye will see Him. If that sight is certain and unavoidable,
what does it change about how you live today?

2. In Revelation 6:15-16, people of every social rank seek to hide rather than repent.
What in your own heart tends to hide from God rather than turn toward Him?

3. Psalm 9:12 says God remembers the cry of the humble. Where have you assumed
God has forgotten a wrong done to you or to others?

4. Numbers 35 distinguishes between the murderer and the one who kills accidentally,
requiring witnesses and refusing ransom. What does this careful process reveal about
God's justice compared to human vengeance?

5. InJohn 20:11-18, Mary sought Jesus while weeping and did not recognize Him at
first. Are there places where you are seeking the Lord but failing to recognize how He
is already answering?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Matthew 24:30 and Zechariah 12:10-11 both connect Christ's appearing with
mourning. Why do you think the response to seeing Him is grief rather than only joy?

2. Daniel 7:13-14 describes a kingdom that will never be destroyed. How does that
promise shape the way a believer views current world instability?
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3. Isaiah 63:3-5 emphasizes that Christ treads the winepress alone, with no one to help.
What does the aloneness of that act say about who accomplishes salvation and
judgment?

4. Exodus 33:20 says no one can see God's face and live, yet Revelation 6:16 shows the
wicked confronted by that very face. How do these two verses interpret one another?

5. Psalm 24:7-10 asks twice, "Who is this King of glory?" How would each person in
your group answer that question from the Scriptures cited in this chapter?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the One who is and
who was and who is to come. I confess that You are coming again, visibly and unmistakably, and
that every eye will see You — including mine. Search my heart now, before that day. Show me
anything in me that would rather hide among the rocks than stand before Your face. I do not want
to be found among those who mourn because they rejected You; I want to be found among those
who longed for Your appearing.

Thank You that You are the Avenger of blood who remembers the cry of the humble and does
not forget. Where I have carried bitterness or tried to repay wrong myself, I release it into Your
hands, trusting that Your judgment is righteous and Your timing is perfect. Thank You that You
alone trod the winepress, that Your own arm brought salvation, and that no part of my rescue
depended on my strength.

Teach me to seek You the way Mary sought You at the tomb — weeping, persistent, and
unwilling to leave. Lift up the doors of my heart, King of glory, and come in. Reign in me now as
You will reign over all the earth. I surrender my plans, my fears, and my future to You. In Your
name | pray, amen.

Activation Step

Read Revelation 1:7-8 aloud each morning this week. After reading, name one specific area of
your life — a relationship, a habit, a decision — and ask yourself honestly: if' Jesus returned
today, would I want Him to find me here? Take one concrete action this week to bring that area
into alignment with Him.






CHAPTER TWO

ANCIENT EARTH AND
LUCIFER'S FLOOD

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

The boundary between what God has revealed and what He has kept hidden. Using the cited
Scriptures, this chapter examines the origin of evil in Lucifer's pride and fall, the condition of the
earth in Genesis 1:2, and the discipline of searching out what Scripture reveals without going
beyond what is written.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Ecclesiastes 1:9-11
e Deuteronomy 29:29
e Proverbs 25:2

¢ 1 Corinthians 4:6
e Genesis 1-2 (creation account)
e Psalm 90:4

e 2 Peter 3:8

e Genesis 1:1-2

e Genesis 1:3-2:25
e Genesis 1:28

e Genesis 3

e Genesis 19:26

e Exodus 9:24

e Ezekiel 28:11-19
e [saiah 14:12-20

e [saiah 45:18

e Jeremiah 4:23-26
e Psalm 104:5-9

e Luke 10:18

e Revelation 12:3-9
e Revelation 20:10
2 Peter 2:4
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e 2 Peter 3:5-7
e Matthew 24:37-39

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

The cited Scriptures set a clear framework for handling questions like these. Deuteronomy 29:29
divides knowledge into two categories: secret things that belong to the Lord, and revealed things
that belong to God's people and their children. Proverbs 25:2 adds that it is God's glory to
conceal a matter and a king's glory to search one out — searching is honorable. But 1
Corinthians 4:6 sets the limit: do not go beyond what is written. Ecclesiastes 1:9-11 tempers
human confidence further, declaring that nothing is new under the sun and that there is no
remembrance of former things.

On the person of Lucifer, Ezekiel 28:11-19 traces a complete arc: perfection in beauty and
wisdom, a position as anointed cherub on the holy mountain, then iniquity found in him, violence
through abundant trading, a heart lifted up because of beauty, corrupted wisdom, and finally
being cast down as a spectacle before kings and reduced to ashes. Isaiah 14:12-15 records the
interior cause — five declarations beginning "I will," culminating in "I will be like the Most
High" — and the verdict: brought down to Sheol, the lowest depths of the Pit. Isaiah 14:16-20
shows onlookers astonished at how little he turns out to be. Luke 10:18 has Jesus stating that He
saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven, and Revelation 12:3-9 describes the dragon and the
angels cast out with him. 2 Peter 2:4 confirms that God did not spare the angels who sinned.
Revelation 20:10 gives the final destination: the lake of fire and everlasting torment.

On the condition of the earth, Genesis 1:1-2 states that God created the heavens and the earth,
and that the earth was without form and void, with darkness over the deep and the Spirit of God
hovering over the waters. Isaiah 45:18 declares that God did not create the earth in vain but
formed it to be inhabited. Jeremiah 4:23-26 describes a vision of an earth without form and void,
mountains trembling, no man present, and cities broken down at the Lord's fierce anger. Psalm
104:5-9 recounts God covering the earth with the deep and then setting a boundary the waters
may not cross. 2 Peter 3:5-7 speaks of a world that perished by water and a present heavens and
earth reserved for fire at the day of judgment, while Matthew 24:37-39 points to the days of
Noah as the pattern for the coming of the Son of Man. Psalm 90:4 and 2 Peter 3:8 both affirm
that God does not measure time as we do.

What the cited verses teach without dispute: pride corrupts wisdom, God judges rebellion
decisively, the accuser's end is already fixed, and God's intent for the earth was always that it be
inhabited. Where these verses do not speak explicitly — the exact sequence and timing between
Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 — the chapter's own standard from 1 Corinthians 4:6 applies to every reader.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Deuteronomy 29:29 distinguishes secret things from revealed things. Are you
devoting more energy to questions God has answered, or to ones He has not?

2. Ezekiel 28:17 says his heart was lifted up because of his beauty and his wisdom
became corrupted. Where has something genuinely good in your life become a source
of pride rather than gratitude?

3. Isaiah 14:13-14 records five "I will" statements. Read them slowly and ask honestly:
which of these attitudes shows up in your own inner dialogue?

4. 1 Corinthians 4:6 instructs believers not to go beyond what is written. Where are you
holding a conviction more firmly than Scripture actually holds it?

5. Revelation 20:10 fixes the devil's final end. How should knowing that outcome affect
the way you respond to spiritual pressure this week?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Proverbs 25:2 commends searching out a matter, while 1 Corinthians 4:6 warns
against going beyond what is written. How do these two verses work together in
practice?

2. Ezekiel 28:15 says iniquity was found in one who had been perfect in his ways. What
does this reveal about how sin can develop in a place of privilege and blessing?

3. Isaiah 45:18 says God formed the earth to be inhabited. How does that statement
shape the way we read Genesis 1:2, regardless of what conclusion we reach about
timing?

4. Luke 10:18 and Revelation 12:3-9 both describe Satan's expulsion. Why do you think
Jesus mentioned this to His disciples in the context He did?

5. Ecclesiastes 1:11 says there is no remembrance of former things. How can Christians
hold genuine curiosity about the unknown while keeping unity with believers who
reach different conclusions?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You are the God to whom the secret things belong. I thank You that what You have
revealed, You have given freely to me and to my children forever. Give me a heart that searches
Your Word diligently, and give me the humility to stop where Your Word stops. Guard me from
the pride of thinking I have understood what You have not disclosed.
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Lord, I have read the account of one who was perfect in beauty and full of wisdom, and
whose heart was lifted up until his wisdom was corrupted. Search me. Show me where I have
begun to admire my own gifts, my own knowledge, or my own standing. Where pride has taken
root, expose it and remove it. I do not want to walk the path of "I will" against Your will. Teach
me instead to say, "Not my will, but Yours."

Thank You that Your judgment against the enemy is settled and final, and that his end is not
in question. Thank You that You formed this earth to be inhabited, that Your purposes have never
been thwarted, and that Your Spirit hovers over what appears formless and void. Where my own
life feels empty or dark, let Your Spirit move. Restore what needs restoring. Build what needs
building. I surrender my curiosity, my convictions, and my conclusions to Your Word as my only
plumb line. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Write down one question about God, creation, or the end times that Scripture does not clearly
answer. Beside it, write one truth from this chapter's cited verses that Scripture does state plainly.
This week, when you're tempted to argue or speculate about the first, speak the second aloud
instead — and if you discuss the open question with anyone, do it as a fellow searcher rather
than as someone with the verdict.



CHAPTER THREE

YOUNG EARTH
CREATIONIST THEORY

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

God as intentional Creator and righteous Judge. Using only the Scripture cited, this chapter
traces the creation account, the entrance of sin and death through deception, the corruption that
provoked the Flood, and the finding of one righteous man — all pointing toward the Lamb who
was the plan from the beginning.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Genesis 1:1

e Genesis 1:2-31

e Genesis 1:28

e Genesis 1:31

e Genesis 3:1-5

e Genesis 3:21

e Genesis 5—11 (genealogies)
e Genesis 6:1-2

e Genesis 6:4

e Genesis 6:5-7

e Genesis 6:9

e Genesis 6:11-13

e Numbers 13:32-33

e Numbers 22:22-38

e 1 Samuel 16:7

e Matthew 1 (genealogy)
e Luke 3 (genealogy)

e Romans 5:12

e John 10:10

e Revelation 13:8
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BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Genesis 1:1 opens with God as the sole Creator of heaven and earth. Genesis 1:2-31 then
presents an ordered account: light separated from darkness, waters divided, dry ground appear-
ing, vegetation bearing seed according to its kinds, lights set in the sky to mark times and
seasons, sea creatures and birds, land animals, and finally mankind made in God's own image,
male and female. Each day closes with the same refrain — evening and morning — and Genesis
1:31 declares the whole of it very good. Genesis 1:28 records the blessing and the commission:
be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue it, and exercise dominion.

Genesis 3:1-5 shows how that order was assaulted. The serpent is described as more cunning
than any beast of the field, and his method is to question, then distort, and finally contradict what
God said, dangling the promise that they would be like God. Romans 5:12 states the result
plainly: through one man sin entered the world, and death through sin, and death spread to all.
Genesis 3:21 records God clothing Adam and Eve with tunics of skin — the first covering God
provided, and the first death recorded.

Genesis 6:1-2 and 6:4 describe the sons of God taking wives of the daughters of men, and
giants on the earth in those days and afterward. Numbers 13:32-33 shows that men of great
stature were still present in the land when Israel's spies returned. Genesis 6:5-7 gives God's
assessment before the Flood: the wickedness of man was great, every intent of the thoughts of
his heart was only evil continually, and the Lord was grieved in His heart. Genesis 6:11-13
repeats that the earth was corrupt and filled with violence, and that all flesh had corrupted its
way. Yet Genesis 6:9 identifies Noah as a just man, perfect in his generations, who walked with
God. 1 Samuel 16:7 supplies the principle underneath God's evaluation: man looks at outward
appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.

Numbers 22:22-38 offers the one other instance in Scripture of an animal speaking — and
there the Lord Himself opened the donkey's mouth to confront Balaam. The genealogies of
Genesis 5-11, Matthew 1, and Luke 3 trace a continuous human line from Adam forward, culmi-
nating in Christ.

John 10:10 sets the two agendas side by side: the thief comes to steal, kill, and destroy; Jesus
came to give abundant life. Revelation 13:8 anchors everything by calling Him the Lamb slain
from the foundation of the world. Whatever conclusion a reader reaches about the age of the
earth — and the chapter is explicit that this is not a matter of salvation — these verses hold: God
created deliberately, sin and death entered through disobedience, God judges corruption, He
notices the one who walks with Him, and redemption was never an afterthought.

10
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

I.

Genesis 1:31 says God saw everything He had made and called it very good. How
does that verse shape the way you view the created world — and your own body and
life within it?

Genesis 3:1-5 shows deception beginning with a question about what God actually
said. Where have you allowed a question about God's Word to slide into doubt of
God's goodness?

. Genesis 6:5 says every intent of the thoughts of man's heart was only evil continually.

Read 1 Samuel 16:7 alongside it. What would God see if He examined your heart
rather than your appearance today?

Genesis 6:9 says Noah walked with God in a generation where everyone else had
corrupted their way. What would it cost you this week to walk faithfully when those
around you are not?

John 10:10 contrasts the thief's mission with Christ's. Which of those two describes
what you have been experiencing lately, and what does that reveal about where your
attention has been?

GROUP DISCUSSION

. Genesis 1:28 gives humanity a commission to fill the earth, subdue it, and have

dominion. What does responsible dominion look like for believers today?

Romans 5:12 traces death back to one man's sin. Why does it matter theologically that
death entered through sin rather than existing as part of God's original "very good"
creation?

Genesis 6:5-7 says the Lord was grieved in His heart. How does that phrase change
the way we think about divine judgment?

Genesis 6:11-13 emphasizes violence and corruption as the reasons for the Flood.
What parallels, if any, do you see between that description and the present age — and
how do we make such comparisons carefully rather than sensationally?

. Revelation 13:8 calls Jesus the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. How

does that verse settle the question of whether God was ever caught off guard by
human sin?

11
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, in the beginning You created the heavens and the earth, and when You had finished, You
looked at all You had made and called it very good. I thank You that I am not an accident. I was
made in Your image, by Your intention, for Your purposes. Forgive me for the times I have
treated my life as less valuable than You declared it to be.

Lord, I recognize the pattern of the deceiver — questioning Your Word, twisting Your Word,
and finally denying it outright. Guard my ears and my mind. When I hear a voice suggesting that
You are withholding good from me, help me to answer with what You have actually said. I
confess that sin entered the world through disobedience and that I have shared in that disobedi-
ence. Thank You that You covered Adam and Eve at the cost of another life, and that You
covered me at the cost of Your Son.

You look on the heart, not the outward appearance. So search my heart now, and where the
intent of my thoughts has drifted toward what displeases You, grant me repentance. Let it be said
of me, as it was of Noah, that I walked with God. Thank You that the thief comes to steal, kill,
and destroy, but You came that I might have life abundantly. Thank You that the Lamb was slain
from the foundation of the world — that my redemption was never an afterthought. I surrender
my questions, my convictions, and my whole life to You. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Choose one area where you sense corruption or compromise creeping in — your speech, your
media consumption, a relationship, a private habit. This week, take the same deliberate posture
Genesis 6:9 describes of Noah: name one concrete practice you will start or stop in order to walk
with God in that area, and tell one trusted believer what it is so you are not walking it alone.

12



CHAPTER FOUR

CATACLYSMIC TRANSITIONS
THROUGHOUT HISTORY

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

God governs history in ordered ages, each one ending in a decisive act of judgment and
transition, all moving toward the fullness of times when everything is gathered together in Christ.
Believers are called to discern the season, endure to the end, and steward an eternal inheritance.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Old Testament

e Genesis 1:28; 2:15-17; 3:1-24; 4:4, 7; 6:5, 11-12; 6-8; 8:20-11:9; 9:1, 5-7; 11:1-9;
11:10; 12:1-3; 15:6; 17:1; 37; 49:1

e Exodus 1-19; 19:4-5; 20:1-17

e Leviticus 1-7

e Deuteronomy 4:30; 28; 31:29

e Job 19:25

e [saiah 2:2, 11-12; 4:1; 9:6; 11:1-9; 13:6

e Jeremiah 30:7

e Ezekiel 38:16

e Daniel 2:28, 44; 8:17; 10:14; 11:35; 12:1, 4, 8-9, 13

e Joel 1:15;2:1

e Zephaniah 1:7

e Zechariah 14:1, 4, 16-19

e Malachi 4:5

e New Testament

e Matthew 12:32; 13:39; 24:3-14, 21; 27; 28:19-20

e John 1:3; 13:34-35; 19:30-31

e Acts2:17;26:18

e Romans 8:17-19

e | Corinthians 7:31; 15:24-28

e Galatians 5:16

e Ephesians 1:9-10; 2:2, 7-9; 3:9

13
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Colossians 1:15-18, 26

1 Thessalonians 4:16-17; 5:2

1 Timothy 4:1

2 Timothy 3:1-5

Hebrews 1:1-3, 10-12; 9:26; 10:1-18; 11:8-10; 12:3-4
1 Peter 1:4-5, 20

2 Peter 3:10

1 John 2:17-18

Jude 1:18

Revelation 2-3; 3:22; 20:1-15; 21:1; 22:5

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Ephesians 1:9-10 supplies the chapter's spine: God has made known the mystery of His will,
purposed in Himself, that in the dispensation of the fullness of times He would gather together in
one all things in Christ. History is not drifting; it is being administered toward a stated
destination.

Several cited passages establish that the present world order is temporary. 1 John 2:17 says
the world is passing away along with its desires, while the one who does God's will abides
forever. 1 Corinthians 7:31 says this world in its present form is passing away. Hebrews 1:10-12
pictures the heavens and earth wearing out like a garment, folded up and changed — while the
One who made them remains the same. 1 Corinthians 15:24-28 shows the endpoint: Christ
reigning until every enemy is beneath His feet, death destroyed last, and then all things made
subject to the Father so that God may be all in all.

The dispensational outline draws on a consistent scriptural pattern. Each era carries a divine
test, a human failure, and a judgment that ends it: Genesis 2:16-17 gives the command, Genesis
3:1-6 the disobedience, Genesis 3:14-24 the expulsion. Genesis 6:5 and 6:11-12 record the
corruption that brought the Flood of Genesis 6—8. Genesis 11:1-4 records the pride at Babel and
Genesis 11:5-9 the scattering. Genesis 12:1-3 and 15:6 mark promise received by faith; Exodus
20:1-17 marks law given; Matthew 27 and Hebrews 10:1-18 mark the sacrifice that ended the
sacrificial system. Revelation 20:1-15 and 21:1 mark the final rebellion, the Great White Throne,
and the new heaven and earth. Revelation 22:5 gives the last word: no night, no need of sun or
lamp, and the redeemed reigning forever.

On the present age, Matthew 24:3-14 records Jesus' own answer to the question about the
sign of His coming and the end of the age. He names deception first — take heed that no one
deceives you — then false christs, wars and rumors of wars, nation against nation, famines,
pestilences, earthquakes, persecution, betrayal, false prophets, and abounding lawlessness that
causes love to grow cold. He calls these the beginning of sorrows, not the end. Two anchors
follow: he who endures to the end shall be saved, and the gospel of the kingdom will be preached

14
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in all the world as a witness, and then the end will come. Matthew 24:21 describes the tribulation
as unparalleled, and Daniel 12:1 and Jeremiah 30:7 use similar language of a time of trouble like
no other, with deliverance promised for God's people.

The many terms surveyed — last days, latter days, time of the end, day of the Lord, that day,
last hour, the end — are not competing systems but different vantage points in Scripture on the
same closing chapter of the age. Genesis 49:1 and Acts 2:17 show the phrase used from the
earliest prophecy to the outpouring of the Spirit. 2 Timothy 3:1 and 1 Timothy 4:1 warn of
perilous times, departure from the faith, and doctrines of demons. 1 John 2:18 links the last hour
to the appearance of antichrists. 2 Peter 3:10 and 1 Thessalonians 5:2 both say the day of the
Lord comes as a thief in the night.

Christ stands at the center of all of it. Hebrews 1:1-3 presents Him as the One through whom
God has spoken in these last days, appointed heir of all things, through whom the ages were
made, the brightness of God's glory and exact image of His person, upholding all things by the
word of His power, who purged our sins and sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high.
John 1:3, Colossians 1:15-18, and Ephesians 3:9 all affirm that all things were created through
Him and for Him.

Finally, Romans 8:17-19 draws the personal implication: those who are children are heirs —
joint heirs with Christ — if indeed we suffer with Him, and the sufferings of this present time do
not compare with the glory to be revealed. Hebrews 12:3-4 defines that suffering concretely as
striving against sin, noting the readers had not yet resisted to the point of bloodshed. Acts 26:18
and 1 Peter 1:4-5 describe the inheritance itself: forgiveness of sins, a place among the sanctified,
and an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in heaven and kept by the power of God.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Ephesians 1:9-10 says God's purpose is to gather all things together in Christ. How
does knowing the destination of history change how you handle uncertainty about the
present?

2. Jesus' first instruction in Matthew 24:4 is to take heed that no one deceives you. What
specific safeguards do you have in place against deception in what you read, watch,
and listen to?

3. Matthew 24:12 says love grows cold because lawlessness abounds. Where has your
own love — for God or for people — cooled in response to the state of the world?

4. Hebrews 12:3-4 describes suffering primarily as striving against sin. Is that how you
have understood suffering in your walk with Christ? What would change if you did?

5. 1 Peter 1:4-5 calls your inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, reserved in heaven.
Read Romans 8:18 alongside it. What present hardship needs to be measured against
that promise this week?

15
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. 1John 2:17 and 1 Corinthians 7:31 both call the present world order temporary. What
practical decisions in your life would look different if you fully believed that?

2. Every age in this chapter's outline ends with human failure and divine judgment.
What does that repeated pattern reveal about human nature — and about God's
faithfulness?

3. In Matthew 24:8, Jesus calls these signs the beginning of sorrows rather than the end.
How should that qualifier shape the way believers interpret current events?

4. Matthew 24:14 says the gospel will be preached to all nations, and then the end will
come. What responsibility does that place on the Church right now?

5. Romans 8:17 says we are joint heirs with Christ if indeed we suffer with Him. How
do you hold together the promise of inheritance and the condition of suffering without
distorting either?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You have made known the mystery of Your will according to Your own good pleasure,
and You are gathering all things together in Christ. Thank You that history is not a runaway thing
but an administration in Your hands. When the news frightens me and the world seems to be
unraveling, remind me that You have not lost the thread.

Lord Jesus, You warned Your disciples first of all not to be deceived. Guard my mind. Give
me a discerning spirit that tests every voice against Your Word rather than against my prefer-
ences. Where lawlessness abounds and love grows cold, keep my heart warm toward You and
toward the people around me. Do not let cynicism take the place my compassion should occupy.

I confess that I have often treated this present world as permanent — investing in what is
passing away and neglecting what abides forever. Reorder my priorities. Teach me to resist sin
with the seriousness Scripture describes, striving against it rather than negotiating with it. Where
I have grown weary and discouraged in my soul, strengthen me by considering what You
endured.

Thank You that I am a joint heir with Christ, that my inheritance is incorruptible and unde-
filed, reserved in heaven, and that I am kept by Your power through faith. Help me steward faith-
fully what You have placed in my hands today, that I may be found ready when the fullness of
times arrives. He who endures to the end shall be saved — Lord, grant me endurance. In Jesus'
name, amen.
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CATACLYSMIC TRANSITIONS THROUGHOUT HISTORY

Activation Step

Read Matthew 24:3-14 once this week and write down the fifteen signs Jesus names. Beside the
list, write a single sentence answering this question: not what does this predict, but what does
this require of me? Then choose one requirement — resisting a specific sin, guarding against a

specific deception, or sharing the gospel with one specific person — and act on it before the
week ends.
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CHAPTER FIVE

GOD CORRECTS NATIONS: THE
SODOM AND GOMORRAH TEMPLATE

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

God's dealings with nations differ from His dealings with individuals. When a people group's
wickedness reaches the point of outcry before God, judgment becomes certain — yet God
reveals His intentions to those who fear Him and covenant with Him, and He raises up a
prepared people to stand as salt and light.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Genesis 18:19, 21

e Genesis 19:13, 24-25
e Psalm 2:1-5

e Psalm 25:12-14

e Isaiah 3:9

e Matthew 7:13-14

e Matthew 24:21, 37

e Luke 1:17

o Acts 12:21-23

e Galatians 6:7

e Colossians 1:27

e Revelation 2-3 (the seven churches)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Psalm 2:1-5 sets the frame. Nations rage and rulers take counsel together against the Lord and
His Anointed, resolving to break free of His restraints — and the One who sits in the heavens
laughs, holding them in derision before speaking to them in wrath. National defiance is neither
new nor threatening to God's throne.

Genesis 18:21 records the Lord saying He would go down and see whether the outcry that
had reached Him matched the reality. Genesis 19:13 states the angels' commission plainly: the
outcry against Sodom had grown great before the face of the Lord, and they had been sent to
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destroy it. The trigger named in the text is an outcry — the cry of those harmed. Isaiah 3:9 later
uses Sodom as shorthand for open, unashamed sin: they declare their sin and do not hide it, and
the verse pronounces woe because they have brought evil upon themselves. Genesis 19:24-25
records the outcome: brimstone and fire, the cities overthrown along with the whole plain, the
inhabitants, and even what grew on the ground.

Genesis 18:19 and Psalm 25:12-14 explain why Abraham was told in advance. God says He
knew Abraham, that Abraham would command his household to keep the way of the Lord and
do justice and judgment. Psalm 25:12-14 states the same principle generally: the one who fears
the Lord will be taught, and the secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him — He shows them
His covenant. Disclosure follows relationship.

Galatians 6:7 supplies the underlying mechanism: God is not mocked, and whatever a man
sows he will also reap. Acts 12:21-23 shows this is not confined to the Old Testament. Herod,
arrayed in royal apparel and hailed as a god rather than a man, was struck immediately because
he did not give glory to God.

On the distinction between individual and corporate dealings, Revelation 2-3 shows Christ
addressing whole churches with warnings about their lampstands, which is corporate correction
rather than individual condemnation. Matthew 7:13-14 holds the individual line firmly: the way
is narrow and few find it. Salvation remains personal regardless of what a nation or congregation
does. Luke 1:17 describes the preparatory work — turning the hearts of fathers to children and
turning the disobedient to the wisdom of the just — in order to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord.

Matthew 24:21 sets the ceiling on all prior judgments: the coming tribulation will exceed
anything since the beginning of the world and anything that will follow. Matthew 24:37 draws
the comparison to Noah's days. And Colossians 1:27 names the remedy the Church carries:
Christ in you, the hope of glory.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Genesis 19:13 says judgment came because of an outcry. Whose cries around you
might God be hearing that you have not been listening to?

2. Psalm 25:14 says the secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him. Is the fear of
the Lord an actual feature of your daily life, or a phrase you affirm without
practicing?

3. Genesis 18:19 says God knew Abraham would command his household to keep the
way of the Lord. What are you actively teaching those in your care about God's ways
— not by intention, but by observable practice?

4. Galatians 6:7 says God is not mocked and a man reaps what he sows. What are you
currently sowing that you would not want to reap?
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5. Colossians 1:27 says Christ in you is the hope of glory. Who in your life needs that
hope from you this week rather than your commentary on the culture?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Psalm 2:1-5 says God laughs at the raging of nations. How does that image affect the
anxiety many believers feel about world events?

2. This chapter distinguishes God's dealings with nations from His dealings with
individuals. Where do you see that distinction in Scripture, and where do people tend
to confuse the two?

3. Isaiah 3:9 emphasizes sin declared openly and unhidden. What is the difference
between a society that sins and a society that celebrates its sin — and does that
difference matter to how God responds?

4. Luke 1:17 speaks of the disobedient being turned to the wisdom of the just. What
does that look like practically in a community, and how is it different from simply
legislating morality?

5. Acts 12:21-23 records Herod struck down for receiving glory that belonged to God.
What forms does that same temptation take in the modern Church?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You sit in the heavens and You are not shaken by the raging of nations. Forgive me for
the times I have been more anxious about headlines than confident in Your throne. You are
sovereign over kings and cultures, and Your purposes will stand.

Lord, You went down to see whether the outcry had reached You in truth. Give me ears like
Yours. Show me the cries in my own community that I have been too busy or too comfortable to
hear, and make me part of Your answer rather than a spectator to the problem. Where I have been
silent about injustice, grant me courage; where I have been loud without love, grant me humility.

Teach me the fear of the Lord. I want to be counted among those with whom Your secret
dwells — not so that I may know things others do not, but so that I may walk as Abraham
walked, commanding my household to keep Your way and to do justice and judgment. Make my
home a place where Your ways are taught by how we live and not only by what we say.

I confess that I have sown things I would not want to reap. Where I have planted bitterness,
pride, or compromise, uproot it now and let me sow righteousness instead. Guard me from
receiving glory that belongs to You alone.

Thank You that Christ in me is the hope of glory. Thank You that the answer Sodom lacked
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has been given to me freely. Let me carry it as a rescue and not as a weapon. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step

Identify one person or group near you whose situation amounts to an unheard outcry — someone
overlooked, mistreated, or quietly suffering in your workplace, neighborhood, or church. This
week, do one tangible thing that answers that cry: a visit, a meal, an advocacy phone call, a
specific act of help. Then pray for them by name, asking God to let them know Christ in you as
their hope.
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CHAPTER SIX

JOSIAH AND CYRUS: AGENTS
OF NATIONAL REFORMATION

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

God names and appoints His agents of reformation in advance — sometimes from among His
own people, sometimes from outside them entirely — and His prophetic word is fulfilled with
precision. Yet those He raises must remain obedient to the end, because human presumption can
forfeit what God promised.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Kings 13:1-2

2 Kings 22:1, 3, 8-11, 18-20
2 Kings 23:24-27, 29-30

2 Chronicles 35:20-24

2 Chronicles 36:22-23
Isaiah 44:27-28

Isaiah 45:1-13

Daniel 5:2-6, 24-31
Romans 14:17

Ephesians 1:5

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

1 Kings 13:1-2 records a prophecy delivered against an altar, naming Josiah before he was born
and declaring what he would do to the priests of the high places. 2 Kings 22:1 tells us Josiah
became king at eight years old and reigned thirty-one years. The turning point comes in 2 Kings
22:8-11: Hilkiah the high priest found the Book of the Law in the house of the Lord, it was read
before the king, and when Josiah heard it he tore his clothes. Reformation began not with
strategy but with a man undone by God's Word.

2 Kings 23:24-25 records the result — mediums, spiritists, household gods, and idols
removed, and the assessment that no king before or after turned to the Lord with all his heart,
soul, and might as Josiah did. Yet 2 Kings 23:26-27 immediately adds that the Lord did not turn
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from His fierce anger against Judah because of Manasseh's provocations. One righteous king's
reform did not erase a nation's accumulated guilt.

2 Kings 22:18-20 gives Josiah a personal promise: because his heart was tender and he
humbled himself and wept, God heard him, and he would be gathered to his grave in peace
without seeing the coming calamity. But 2 Kings 23:29-30 and 2 Chronicles 35:20-24 record
how it ended. Necho sent word that his campaign was not against Judah, that God had
commanded him to hurry, and that Josiah should refrain from meddling with God. The text states
plainly that Josiah would not turn away, disguised himself, and did not heed the words of Necho
from the mouth of God. He was struck by archers at Megiddo and died. A man who had honored
God's Word for decades failed to recognize it when it came through an unexpected mouth.

Isaiah 44:27-28 and 45:1-13 present the other pattern. God says of Cyrus that he is His shep-
herd who will accomplish all His pleasure, that Jerusalem will be built and the temple's founda-
tion laid. Isaiah 45:1-3 addresses Cyrus as God's anointed, promising to hold his right hand,
subdue nations before him, loose the loins of kings, open gates that will not be shut, break gates
of bronze, cut bars of iron, and give him hidden treasures — all so that Cyrus would know that
the Lord, the God of Israel, calls him by name. Isaiah 44:27 adds the drying up of rivers. 2
Chronicles 36:22-23 records the fulfillment: the Lord stirred up Cyrus's spirit, and he
proclaimed that God had commanded him to build a house at Jerusalem and released God's
people to go up.

Daniel 5:2-4 shows what preceded that transfer of power. Belshazzar brought out the vessels
taken from the temple in Jerusalem and drank from them while praising gods of gold, silver,
bronze, iron, wood, and stone. Daniel 5:5-6 records the hand that wrote on the plaster: the king's
countenance changed, his thoughts troubled him, the joints of his hips loosened, and his knees
knocked together. Daniel 5:24-28 gives the inscription and its meaning — his kingdom
numbered and finished, himself weighed and found wanting, his kingdom divided and given to
the Medes and Persians. Daniel 5:30-31 states that Belshazzar was slain that very night.

Two supporting verses shape the application. Ephesians 1:5 says believers were predestined
to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ according to the good pleasure of His will — the same
divine intentionality that named Josiah and Cyrus rests on those in Christ. Romans 14:17 defines
what the kingdom of God actually consists of: not eating and drinking, but righteousness, peace,
and joy in the Holy Spirit.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 2 Kings 22:11 says Josiah tore his clothes when he heard the Book of the Law read.
When was the last time Scripture genuinely disturbed you rather than merely
informed you?

2. 2 Chronicles 35:22 says Josiah did not heed the words of Necho from the mouth of
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God. Where might God be speaking to you through a source you are inclined to
dismiss?

3. Isaiah 45:3 says God gave Cyrus what He gave so that Cyrus would know who the
Lord is. What has God given you, and has it produced knowledge of Him or just
comfort?

4. Daniel 5:27 says Belshazzar was weighed and found wanting. If God weighed your
present use of what He has entrusted to you, what would the balance show?

5. Ephesians 1:5 says you were predestined to adoption according to the good pleasure
of God's will. Do you actually live as though God takes pleasure in you? What
changes if you do?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Josiah's reform was thorough and sincere, yet 2 Kings 23:26 says God's anger against
Judah remained. What does that tell us about the limits of what one leader — or one
generation — can undo?

2. God called Cyrus His anointed and His shepherd though Cyrus did not worship Him.
How should believers think about God working through leaders who do not
know Him?

3. Josiah received a specific promise in 2 Kings 22:20 and did not experience its final
clause. How do you hold together God's promises and human free agency without
blaming God or excusing disobedience?

4. Daniel 5:2-4 centers on sacred things treated as common. Where does that same
pattern appear in modern life, inside the Church as well as outside it?

5. Romans 14:17 defines the kingdom as righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy
Spirit. How does that definition reshape what "reformation" should look like where
you live?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Praycr

Father, You named Josiah before he was born and You called Cyrus by name before he existed.
Nothing about my life is accidental to You. Thank You that You predestined me to adoption as
Your child through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of Your will — not grudgingly,
but gladly.

Lord, give me a heart like Josiah's when Your Word was read. I confess that I have often
heard Scripture without being moved by it, reading it as information rather than receiving it as
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Your voice. Tear away my familiarity. Let Your Word cut me to the heart again, and let that grief
produce action and not just feeling.

But Father, I also see Josiah's ending, and it sobers me. He honored Your Word for decades
and then failed to discern it when it came through a mouth he did not expect. Guard me from
presumption. Guard me from assuming that past faithfulness guarantees present discernment.
Keep me listening — even to correction I did not want, from sources I would not have chosen.
Teach me to finish, not merely to start well.

Thank You that You rule over kings and empires, that gates of bronze and bars of iron are
nothing before You, and that kingdoms are numbered, weighed, and divided at Your word. I ask
that Your kingdom — righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit — would be established
through me in the place You have set me. Position me for the day You have called me to, and let
me be ready. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Choose one passage of Scripture this week that you know addresses an area of your life you have
been avoiding. Read it slowly, aloud, and then write down one specific thing it requires you to
remove, restore, or start — the way Josiah moved from hearing to action. Then ask one trusted
person whether they see anything in you that you might be refusing to hear, and receive their
answer without defending yourself.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
THE NEO-BABEL AGENDA

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Satan's offer of worldly power in exchange for worship is an ancient and repeating pattern.
Believers are called to see clearly — to understand the sudden end of the wicked, to keep the eye
single toward Christ who is the true Light, and to resist the counterfeit "enlightenment" that dark-
ness markets as knowledge.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Genesis 11 (Tower of Babel)
e 1 Samuel 17

e Job (the account of Job)
e Psalm 73:1-20

e Psalm 75:4-7

e Proverbs 4:18

e Proverbs 10:22

e Proverbs 20:27

e Matthew 6:22-23

e Luke 4:5-8

e Luke 8:16

e Luke 11:16, 29, 33-36

e Romans 1:21-25

e 2 Corinthians 11:14

e Ephesians 1:17-18

e Ephesians 5:14

e ] Peter 5:8-9

e 1 John 1:5

e Revelation 9:1-11

e Revelation 20
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BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Luke 4:5-8 records the transaction at the heart of this chapter. The devil showed Jesus all the
kingdoms of the world in a moment, claimed the authority had been delivered to him, offered to
give it to whomever he wished, and set one condition: worship. Jesus refused with Scripture —
you shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only shall you serve. The offer was real enough
to constitute a temptation, and the answer was worship rightly directed.

1 Peter 5:8-9 describes how that pressure reaches believers: the adversary walks about like a
roaring lion seeking whom he may devour, and the command is to be sober, vigilant, and to resist
him steadfast in the faith. The lion roars; he does not simply seize. The account of Job shows the
same limit — the enemy operates only within boundaries God sets. Genesis 11 and 1 Samuel 17
supply two patterns of defiance: collective human ambition reaching upward at Babel, and an
individual champion openly defying the armies of the living God.

Psalm 73:1-16 is the honest record of a believer nearly losing his footing. The psalmist
confesses that his feet had almost stumbled because he envied the boastful and saw the pros-
perity of the wicked — no pangs in death, firm strength, not troubled or plagued like other men,
pride worn as a necklace, violence worn as a garment, eyes bulging with abundance, mouths set
against the heavens, asking whether God even knows. He admits he wondered whether he had
cleansed his heart in vain, and says that when he tried to understand it, it was too painful for him.
Then Psalm 73:17-20 marks the pivot: until I went into the sanctuary of God, then I understood
their end. God sets them in slippery places and casts them down to destruction; they are brought
to desolation in a moment, utterly consumed with terrors. The resolution came not from better
arguments but from entering God's presence.

Psalm 75:4-7 gives the corrective on ambition: exaltation comes from none of the directions
men look, because God is the Judge who puts down one and exalts another. Proverbs 10:22
describes the alternative to the enemy's offer — the blessing of the Lord makes one rich, and He
adds no sorrow with it.

Romans 1:21-25 traces the mechanism of darkening. Though they knew God, they did not
glorify Him as God nor were thankful; their thoughts became futile and their foolish hearts were
darkened; professing wisdom, they became fools; they exchanged the truth of God for the lie and
served the creature rather than the Creator. Ingratitude appears early in that sequence, not late. 2
Corinthians 11:14 explains why deception is effective: Satan transforms himself into an angel of
light. The counterfeit does not present itself as darkness.

Against that counterfeit, Matthew 6:22-23 and Luke 11:34-36 place the eye as the lamp of
the body — good eye, body full of light; bad eye, body full of darkness, with the sobering
warning that if the light in you is darkness, how great is that darkness. Luke 11:33 and Luke 8:16
show that Christ's message is a lamp meant to be set on a stand, not hidden. Luke 11:16 and
11:29 record that the crowd wanted a sign, and Jesus pointed them instead to what was already in
front of them. Proverbs 20:27 says the spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching the inner
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depths of the heart. Ephesians 1:17-18 is the prayer for the right kind of enlightenment: the spirit
of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, with the eyes of understanding enlightened.
Ephesians 5:14 calls the sleeper to awake so that Christ may give light. Proverbs 4:18 says the
path of the righteous shines brighter until full day, and 1 John 1:5 states the standard: God is

THE NEO-BABEL AGENDA

light, and in Him is no darkness at all.

Revelation 9:1-11 describes the bottomless pit opened, smoke darkening the sun and air,
tormenting creatures released with a limit of five months, permitted to harm only those without
the seal of God, and ruled by the angel of the abyss named Abaddon and Apollyon. Even at that
extremity, the text records restrictions on what may be done and to whom. Revelation 20 gives

the final outcome for the powers behind it all.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1.

Luke 4:5-8 shows a real offer with a single price. What has been offered to you —
advancement, acceptance, income — that quietly required a compromise of
worship?

Psalm 73:2-3 records the psalmist admitting envy of the wicked. Where have you
compared your life to someone prospering without God, and what did that
comparison do to your faith?

. Psalm 73:17 says understanding came in the sanctuary. When your thinking gets

tangled, do you go to God's presence first, or do you go there last?

Romans 1:21 says the darkening began with failing to glorify God and failing to be
thankful. What is your honest level of gratitude toward God right now?

Matthew 6:22-23 says the eye determines whether the body is full of light or
darkness. What are you regularly looking at that is filling you with something other
than light?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1.

1 Peter 5:8 says the devil roars seeking whom he may devour. What is the practical
difference between being attacked and being devoured, and what does that difference
imply about our responsibility?

Psalm 75:6-7 says exaltation comes from God, who puts down one and lifts another.
How does that truth change the way believers should pursue advancement in their
careers and ministries?

2 Corinthians 11:14 says Satan appears as an angel of light. What forms does that
disguise take today — and how do we test them without becoming suspicious of
everything?
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4. Proverbs 10:22 says the blessing of the Lord adds no sorrow. What are some
examples of increase that came with sorrow attached, and what did they cost?

5. Ephesians 1:17-18 prays for enlightened eyes of understanding. How is that kind of
enlightenment fundamentally different from the "enlightenment" this chapter
describes darkness offering?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You alone are worthy of worship. When Jesus was offered all the kingdoms of this world,
He answered that we are to worship the Lord our God and serve Him only. Let that be my settled
answer too, before the offer ever comes. Expose every bargain I have been quietly considering,
and give me the strength to refuse it.

Lord, I confess that I have looked at the prosperity of people who dishonor You and felt my
footing slip. Like the psalmist, I have wondered whether faithfulness is worth it. Take me into
Your sanctuary. Let me see the end of things from Your vantage point rather than from the high-
light reels of a passing world. Teach me that promotion comes from You, that You are the Judge
who lifts one and brings down another, and that Your blessing carries no sorrow with it.

Forgive my ingratitude. I see in Your Word that darkened thinking begins with failing to
glorify You and failing to give thanks, and I have been guilty of both. Restore thankfulness to me
as a daily practice, not a special occasion. Guard me from every counterfeit light — every idea
that flatters my intellect while leading me away from You. You are light, and in You there is no
darkness at all.

Give me the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of You. Enlighten the eyes of
my understanding. Let my eye be single, fixed on Jesus, so that my whole life is full of light.
And let that light shine on my path brighter and brighter until full day, so that others walking in
darkness find their way to You through it. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Do a deliberate audit of what your eyes take in. For three days, write down every source of input
you spend more than fifteen minutes with — accounts, shows, feeds, conversations. Then, beside
each one, mark whether it left you more thankful toward God or less. Remove or reduce one item
that consistently darkened you, and replace that time with reading Ephesians 1:17-18 as a prayer
for yourself.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

KINGDOMS COLLIDE IN
TERRITORIAL WARFARE

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Two kingdoms contend for the same territory — people. Christ holds all authority and has
commissioned His Church to advance His kingdom by faith, delivering souls from this present
evil age and shaping culture in the process.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Proverbs 29:2

e Matthew 28:18-20

e Luke 1:17

e Romans 8:14

e Galatians 1:4

e Hebrews 13:8

e 1 John3:2;4:4,17;5:4
e Revelation 12:11

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Matthew 28:18-20 grounds everything in authority: all authority in heaven and on earth belongs
to Jesus, and on that basis His people are sent to make disciples of all nations, with the promise
of His presence to the end of the age. The commission is delegated authority, not human
initiative.

1 John 5:4 states that whatever is born of God overcomes the world, and identifies the victory
specifically as our faith. 1 John 4:4 adds the reason it works — He who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. Revelation 12:11 names the means of overcoming: the blood of the
Lamb, the word of their testimony, and a refusal to love their own lives above the cause. 1 John
4:17 says that as He is, so are we in this world, which is the basis for boldness rather than intim-
idation.

Galatians 1:4 says Christ gave Himself for our sins to deliver us from this present evil age,
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and that this is the will of God the Father. Deliverance from the age is not a hope; it is stated as
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God's will.

Romans 8:14 says those led by the Spirit of God are sons of God — leadership by the Spirit
is the ordinary experience of God's children, not an advanced option. Hebrews 13:8 anchors the
whole picture in an unchanging Christ. 1 John 3:2 looks forward: we do not yet know what we

shall be, but when He is revealed we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him as He is.

On cultural effect, Luke 1:17 describes hearts turned and the disobedient turned to the
wisdom of the just, making ready a people prepared for the Lord. Proverbs 29:2 states the civic
result plainly: when the righteous are in authority the people rejoice, and when the wicked rule

the people groan.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1.

Matthew 28:18 says all authority belongs to Jesus. Where are you acting as though
some situation in your life is outside His jurisdiction?

1 John 5:4 calls faith the victory that overcomes the world. What specific pressure are
you currently trying to overcome by effort rather than by faith?

. Galatians 1:4 says deliverance from this present evil age is God's will. Have you been

praying for that deliverance, or quietly assuming defeat is normal?

Romans 8:14 says the sons of God are led by the Spirit. When did you last make a
decision because you sensed the Spirit leading rather than because it made obvious
sense?

Revelation 12:11 includes the word of their testimony. When did you last actually
speak yours out loud to someone?

GROUP DISCUSSION

If people are the contested territory, what does that suggest about how believers
should think of the minds and attention of those around them?

1 John 4:17 says as He is, so are we in this world. How does that shape a believer's
posture toward hostile culture — bold, defensive, or something else?

. Proverbs 29:2 links righteous authority to public rejoicing. How should Christians

pursue that without turning the gospel into a political program?

Luke 1:17 speaks of the disobedient turning to the wisdom of the just. What is the
difference between a society influenced by righteousness and a society compelled by
force?

Matthew 28:20 promises Christ's presence to the end of the age. How does that
promise change what feels possible for your church or group this year?
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Lord Jesus, all authority in heaven and on earth belongs to You. I submit the territory of my life
to You — my mind, my decisions, my influence. Where I have handed ground over to fear,
compromise, or discouragement, I reclaim it in Your name.

Thank You that You gave Yourself for my sins to deliver me from this present evil age, and
that this is the Father's will. Teach me to overcome by faith rather than by effort, by the blood of
the Lamb and by the testimony You have given me. Make me bold, because as You are, so am [
in this world.

Holy Spirit, lead me. Keep me from the traps set for me and give me courage where I have
been shrinking back. Let my presence make the place You have set me more just, more honest,
and more full of light. And when I grow weary of the fight, remind me that You are the same
yesterday, today, and forever, and that when He is revealed I shall be like Him. In Jesus' name,

amen.

Activation Step

Name one sphere where you actually have influence — a team, a family, a classroom, a group
chat. This week, take one deliberate action that advances Christ's kingdom there: speak your
testimony to one person, defend someone without a voice, or address one thing you have toler-
ated that shouldn't be tolerated.
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CHAPTER NINE

A BLOOD-BOUGHT
BELIEVER CARRIES FORCE
FOR CULTURAL IMPACT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

The believer's authority rests entirely on the finished work of Christ, not on personal
performance. Knowing what salvation actually includes produces boldness; performance-based
religion drains it.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Genesis 3:15

e Deuteronomy 13:1-18; 27-28
e Matthew 16:18

e Luke 17:21

e John 1:14; 3:5

e Romans 8:29; 14:17

¢ 1 Corinthians 6:17

e 2 Corinthians 5:17

e Galatians 1:6-9, 12; 2:20; 3:1-5, 10-12; 4:21-5:4
e Hebrews 6:9-12; 12:23

e | John4:4,17

e Revelation 12:11

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Matthew 16:18 is the chapter's foundation: Christ builds His Church, and the gates of Hades will
not prevail against it. The guarantee rests on the builder, not the builders.

Genesis 3:15 records God's response to the fall — a promised offspring who would crush the
serpent's head. John 1:14 records the fulfillment: the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.
Redemption ran through a long prophetic promise rather than an instant reversal.

Galatians 2:20 states the believer's new position: crucified with Christ, no longer living inde-
pendently, but Christ living in him, the present life lived by faith in the Son of God who loved
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him and gave Himself for him. 1 Corinthians 6:17 says the one joined to the Lord is one spirit
with Him, and 2 Corinthians 5:17 says anyone in Christ is a new creation — old things passed
away, all things become new. Romans 8:29 says believers are predestined to be conformed to the
image of the Son, who is firstborn among many brethren. Hebrews 12:23 names them the spirits
of just men made perfect.

1 John 4:4 and 4:17 give the practical outworking: He who is in you is greater than he who is
in the world, and as He is, so are we in this world. Revelation 12:11 identifies how overcoming
happens — the blood of the Lamb, the word of their testimony, and not loving their own lives to
the death. Luke 17:21 locates the kingdom within, and Romans 14:17 defines it as righteousness,
peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit rather than external observance.

Hebrews 6:9-12 speaks of things that accompany salvation, says God is not unjust to forget
labor done in love, and urges full assurance of hope to the end rather than becoming sluggish.
Galatians 1:12 records that Paul's message came through the revelation of Jesus Christ, not from
man — the source of his unusual boldness.

Against all this, Galatians 1:6-9 confronts the alternative. Paul marvels that they turned so
quickly to a different gospel, warns that some want to pervert the gospel of Christ, and declares
that even an angel from heaven preaching another gospel would be accursed — then repeats it
for emphasis. Galatians 3:1-5, 10-12 and 4:21-5:4 press the same point: returning to law-keeping
as the basis of standing places a person under obligation to the whole law. Deuteronomy 13:1-18
and 27-28 supply the background weight of covenant curse behind Paul's language.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Galatians 2:20 says it is no longer you who live, but Christ in you. Does your daily
sense of identity reflect that, or something you are still trying to earn?

2. Hebrews 6:9 speaks of things that accompany salvation. What do you actually believe
you received when you were saved — and is that list too short?

3. Galatians 1:6-9 warns of a different gospel. What subtle version of "Jesus plus my
performance" have you been living under?

4. Revelation 12:11 includes not loving one's life to the death. What are you currently
protecting that competes with obedience?

5. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says all things have become new. What old thing are you still
carrying as though it were still yours?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Matthew 16:18 promises the gates of Hades will not prevail. How does that shape
how believers should read discouraging news about the Church?
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2. Why does performance-based religion produce such different behavior than faith in
Christ's finished work? Where have you seen both?

3. Paul says his gospel came by revelation of Jesus Christ. What is the difference
between knowing about Jesus and knowing Him — and how does that difference
show up under pressure?

4. Romans 14:17 defines the kingdom as righteousness, peace, and joy in the Spirit.
How would your church look different if that were the working definition?

5. Galatians 1:8 is deliberately severe. Why does Paul treat a distorted gospel as more
dangerous than open opposition?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You said You would build Your Church and that the gates of hell would not prevail
against it. Thank You that my confidence does not rest on my strength but on Your finished
work.

I confess that I have lived as though Your approval depended on my performance. Forgive
me for the striving, the begging, the quiet scorekeeping. I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. Let that be the truth I wake up in.

Give me a revelation of who You are — not just facts about You, but knowledge of You that
produces boldness. Show me what actually came to me in salvation, and teach me to walk in it
rather than beg for what You already gave. Guard me from every other gospel, especially the
kind that sounds religious and respectable.

Make me useful in this age. As You are, so let me be in this world. In Your name, amen.

Activation Step

Write down one thing you have been doing to earn God's favor rather than in response to it. Then
read Galatians 2:20 aloud and replace that activity this week with a deliberate act of trust —
praying once, briefly, in confidence rather than at length in anxiety.
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CHAPTER TEN

CHURCH AND THE GOVERNMENT:
HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH
RESPOND TO EVIL LEADERS?

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Believers owe genuine submission to governing authority, yet Scripture also shows Christ and
His servants confronting corrupt rulers plainly. The tension is resolved not by withdrawal or by
revolt, but by faithful engagement that keeps the Great Commission central.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Psalm 65:7

e [saiah 10:27; 17:12-13
e Matthew 14:1-12

e Mark 6:14-29

e Luke 6:15; 13:31-32

e John 6:15

e Romans 13:1-4

e Revelation 1:10; 17:1, 6

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Romans 13:1-4 is the core text. Every soul is to be subject to governing authorities, because
authority exists by God's appointment, and resisting it brings judgment. But the passage also
states the purpose of that authority: rulers are not a terror to good works but to evil; the ruler is
God's minister for good, bearing the sword as an avenger who executes wrath on those who prac-
tice evil. The office is defined by a function, which is why the passage cannot be read as blanket
endorsement of whatever a ruler does.

Several cited passages show God's servants confronting rulers directly. Matthew 14:1-12 and
Mark 6:14-29 record John the Baptist rebuking Herod's conduct at the cost of his life. Luke
13:31-32 records Jesus, warned that Herod wanted to kill Him, sending back a message that
called Herod a fox and declared that He would continue casting out demons and performing
cures on His own schedule. Neither man was insolent, and neither was silent.
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John 6:15 gives the counterweight. When the crowd was about to take Jesus by force to make
Him king, He withdrew alone to the mountain. The political solution was available and He
refused it, because His mission was not the one the crowd had in mind. Luke 6:15 notes that one
of the Twelve was Simon called the Zealot — a man from a movement dedicated to over-
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throwing Rome, discipled into a very different mission.

Revelation 17:1 and 17:6 show God's eventual reckoning with a persecuting power described
as drunk with the blood of the saints and the martyrs of Jesus. Psalm 65:7 and Isaiah 17:12-13
supply the imagery of God stilling the roaring of many waters and rebuking raging nations.
Revelation 1:10 records John in the Spirit on the Lord's Day, receiving a revelation of the true

King while an empire honored a false one.

Isaiah 10:27 gives the final picture: the burden removed from the shoulder and the yoke

broken from the neck — growth that outgrows containment rather than merely resisting it.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1.

Romans 13:4 says the ruler is God's minister for good. How does knowing the
purpose of authority change how you pray for those in office?

Jesus withdrew in John 6:15 when a crowd wanted to make Him king. Where might
you be reaching for a political solution to something that requires a spiritual one?
John the Baptist spoke plainly to Herod and it cost him. Is there a place where you
have stayed silent about wrong because speaking would cost you something?
Romans 13:1 calls for genuine subjection. Where has your frustration with leaders
slid into contempt Scripture doesn't authorize?

Isaiah 10:27 speaks of a yoke broken by growth. What would it look like for you to
outgrow a limitation rather than only complain about it?

GROUP DISCUSSION

. How do you hold Romans 13:1-2 and Luke 13:32 together without cancelling

either one?

. Where is the line between prophetic witness and political partisanship? How would

you know if you had crossed it?

This chapter argues the Church has real civic responsibility. What do members of
your group agree on there, and where do you honestly differ?

Revelation 17:6 shows God taking note of martyrs' blood. How should that shape
believers' response when the state acts unjustly toward the Church?

Jesus refused a crown offered by a crowd but will return as King. What does that
sequence teach about God's timing versus human urgency?
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You establish authority and You hold it accountable. Teach me to honor the offices You
have ordained without worshiping the people who occupy them. Where I have grown cynical or
contemptuous, correct me.

Give me the courage of John the Baptist to speak plainly about what is wrong, and the
discernment of Jesus to know what my mission actually is. Keep me from mistaking political
victory for kingdom advance, and equally from using Scripture as an excuse to stay quiet while
people are harmed.

Lord, I pray for those in authority where I live — for wisdom, for restraint, for a fear of You.
And I pray for Your Church: let us be so useful, so full of Your blessing and integrity, that the
yoke of evil in our generation is broken by what we grow into rather than only by what we
protest.

You are the King. I bring my allegiance to You first. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Pick one civic responsibility you have neglected — informing yourself on a local issue,
contacting a representative, showing up for a vote or a meeting, or serving a group harmed by a
bad policy. Do that one thing this week. Then pray by name for one leader you disagree with,
asking God for their good rather than their downfall.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

THE RESTRAINING FORCE HOLDS
THE ANTICHRIST BACK UNTIL
THE RAPTURE OF THE CHURCH

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Jesus told His people not to be deceived and not to be terrified. Something restrains the man of
sin until it is removed, and until that moment the Church is to occupy — working with urgency,
standing in peace and joy, and enduring to the end.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Old Testament

e Numbers 10:1-3

e Nehemiah 8:10

e Psalm 50:10; 85:8

e Jsaiah 11:6-9; 25:6; 55:12; 65:20-25
e Jeremiah 4:5-6

e Ezekiel 37:24-28

e Daniel 9:24-27

e Joel 2:1

e Zechariah 14:3-5,9, 16-19

e New Testament

e Matthew 11:12; 12:28-29; 16:18; 24:3-14, 29-31, 42; 25:1-13; 28:19
e Luke 19:13;21:8-9, 10-19, 36

e John 6:44; 14:1, 27; 16:15

e Acts 23:10

e Romans 14:10-12, 17

e | Corinthians 3:10-15; 15:50-54
e 2 Corinthians 5:10; 12:2-4

e Ephesians 2:6

e Philippians 4:7

e Colossians 2:15

e | Thessalonians 4:16-18; 5:9
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

2 Timothy 3:1-7

1 Peter 5:8

Jude 1:9, 14

Revelation 3:10; 6:17; 7:4-17; 8-16; 11; 12:5, 7, 11; 19:7-14; 20:4-5

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

The chapter opens with two commands from Jesus. Luke 21:8 says take heed that you not be
deceived, and Matthew 24:11 warns that false prophets will rise and deceive many. Luke 21:9
gives the second: when you hear of wars and commotions, do not be terrified, because these
things must come to pass first. John 14:1 and John 14:27 supply the means — let not your heart
be troubled — implying the heart's condition is something a believer governs by faith.

2 Thessalonians 2:3-8 is the central passage. That Day does not come until the falling away
comes and the man of sin is revealed, one who exalts himself above all that is called God. The
mystery of lawlessness is already at work, but He who now restrains will do so until He is taken
out of the way; then the lawless one is revealed, and the Lord will consume him with the breath
of His mouth. The passage states that a restrainer exists and will be removed, without naming it
— hence the range of views the chapter surveys.

1 Thessalonians 4:16-18 describes the catching away: the Lord descending with a shout, the
dead in Christ rising first, the living caught up together with them in the clouds. Verse 18 gives
the intended use of this doctrine — comfort one another with these words. 1 Corinthians 15:50-
54 adds the transformation: in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet, the
corruptible putting on incorruption. 1 John 3:2 says that when He is revealed we shall be like
Him, for we shall see Him as He is. By contrast, Zechariah 14:3-4 places the Lord's feet on the
Mount of Olives, splitting it in two.

On accountability, Romans 14:10-12 and 2 Corinthians 5:10 say all must appear before the
judgment seat of Christ and give account. 1 Corinthians 3:10-15 says each person's work will be
tested by fire — some enduring for reward, some burned with loss, though the person himself is
saved. Revelation 19:7-9 and Isaiah 25:6 describe the marriage supper and the feast God
prepares.

The chapter surveys competing timing views, each with its cited texts: Luke 21:36, Matthew
24:42, and Matthew 25:1-13 on watchfulness; Daniel 9:24-27 on the seventieth week; Matthew
24:29-31 and Revelation 20:4-5 on gathering after tribulation; 1 Thessalonians 5:9 and Revela-
tion 3:10 on believers not appointed to wrath; Matthew 12:28-29, Ephesians 2:6, and Colossians
2:15 on Christ's present reign; 1 Peter 5:8 on the enemy still prowling; Isaiah 11:6-9, 65:20-25,
Ezekiel 37:24-28, and Zechariah 14:9, 16-19 on a future restored earth. Scripture is clear that
Christ returns; the sequence is where sincere believers differ.

Luke 19:13 gives the assignment for the interval: do business until I come. Matthew 24:3-14

44



THE RESTRAINING FORCE HOLDS THE ANTICHRIST BACK UNTIL THE RAPTURE OF T...

and Luke 21:10-19 describe escalating conditions, with the promise in Luke 21:15 of a mouth
and wisdom adversaries cannot resist, and the instruction in verse 19 to possess your souls by
patience. Romans 14:17, Philippians 4:7, Isaiah 55:12, Nehemiah 8:10, and Psalm 85:8 together
present peace and joy not as moods but as God-given strength. Matthew 24:13 and Revelation
12:11 close the loop: he who endures to the end shall be saved, and they overcame by the blood
of the Lamb, the word of their testimony, and not loving their lives to the death.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Luke 21:9 says do not be terrified. What specific fear about the future have you been
feeding rather than surrendering?

2. Matthew 24:11 warns of deception that causes wandering. Are you drifting off course
in any area without having consciously rejected anything?

3. 1 Thessalonians 4:18 says to comfort one another with these words. Does your view
of the end times produce comfort in you, or dread?

4. Luke 19:13 says do business until I come. If Christ returned this month, what would
He find you occupied with?

5. 1 Corinthians 3:13 says fire will test each one's work. What are you building right
now that would survive that test?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Believers hold different views on the timing of the Rapture. How should Christians
disagree about this without dividing over it?

2. 2 Thessalonians 2:7 mentions a restrainer without naming it. What are the strongest
arguments for each candidate, and what does the ambiguity itself teach us?

3. Jesus warned against both deception and terror. Which of the two do you think is the
greater danger in the Church today?

4. Romans 14:17 and Philippians 4:7 present peace and joy as substantive, not merely
emotional. How does that reframe them as tools rather than feelings?

5. Polycarp's account shows endurance under extreme pressure. What ordinary practices
prepare a person for extraordinary faithfulness?
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You told Your disciples not to be deceived and not to be terrified. I confess I have
been vulnerable to both. Anchor me in Your Word until it reads me and reshapes what I fear.

Guard me from wandering. Where trials, offense, or bad teaching have taken me off course,
bring me back. Where I have been passive while waiting, stir urgency in me — not anxiety, but
purposeful work. Let me be found doing business for You when You appear.

Thank You that You gave me Your peace, not as the world gives, and that the joy of the Lord
is my strength. Make these more than words to me. Let peace steer and joy drive, so I can stand
in seasons that break other people.

I hold my life loosely before You. Whatever it costs, let me be counted among those who
overcome by the blood of the Lamb and the word of their testimony. Come, Lord Jesus. In Your
name, amen.

Activation Step

Write down one thing you would do differently if you knew Christ was returning within the year.
Then do the first step of it this week. Also choose one person who is anxious about the future and
share one specific promise from this chapter with them — using it, as Paul instructed, as comfort
rather than as debate.
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CHAPTER TWELVE
THE TWO BEAST KINGDOM

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Revelation 13 describes two figures — a beast from the sea who is worshiped, and a beast from
the earth who performs signs to compel that worship. The mark is an act of allegiance, not a
trick. The believer's protection is a foundation in God's Word rather than in signs and wonders.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Old Testament

e Genesis 3:1; 4:15; 10:9; 11

e Exodus 7:11; 8:28; 9:4; 11:7; 13:9, 16; 28:38

e Deuteronomy 6:8; 11:18

e Psalm 55:20-21

e Isaiah 44:5; 66:19

e Jeremiah 30:7

e Ezekiel 9:4-6; 28:2, 9-10

e Daniel 3:1-7; 7:3-8, 21, 25; 8:12, 24; 11:31, 36-38
e Zechariah 11:17; 12:10

e New Testament

e Matthew 11:1-6, 11; 12:38-39; 16:18; 24:3-8

e John 5:43; 20:29

e Romans 11:25-27

e 1 Corinthians 15:45

e 2 Corinthians 11:3

e 2 Thessalonians 2:4, 9-11

e 2 Timothy 3:8

e 1 John 2:18-27

e Revelation 7:4-10; 11:7; 13:1-18; 14:1, 3-4, 9, 11; 15:2; 16:2; 19:20

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Revelation 13:1-2 describes a beast from the sea with seven heads and ten horns, resembling a
leopard with a bear's feet and a lion's mouth, to whom the dragon gives power, a throne, and
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great authority. Daniel 7:3-8 lists the same creatures in reverse order, ending with a fourth beast
bearing ten horns and a little horn with a mouth speaking pompous words.

Revelation 13:3 records a head wounded to death whose wound was healed, and the world
marveling after him. Revelation 13:4-6 says the world worships both dragon and beast, asking
who is able to make war with him, and that he is given a blaspheming mouth and forty-two
months of power. Daniel 7:25, 11:36-38, and 2 Thessalonians 2:4 describe the same trajectory:
pompous words against the Most High, self-exaltation above every god, and finally sitting in the
temple of God claiming to be God. Ezekiel 28:2 and 28:9 supply both the boast — I am a god —
and the rebuttal: you are a man, and not a god.

Revelation 13:7, Daniel 7:21, 8:12, 8:24, 11:31, and Revelation 11:7 all describe this figure
prevailing against holy people for a season. Jeremiah 30:7 calls it the time of Jacob's trouble —
great, unlike any other, yet with deliverance promised. Psalm 55:20-21 captures the method:
words smoother than butter while war was in the heart, softer than oil yet drawn swords.

Revelation 13:11 describes the second beast with two horns like a lamb who spoke like a
dragon — the appearance of gentleness with the voice of the serpent of Genesis 3:1 and 2
Corinthians 11:3. Revelation 13:12-14 says he exercises the first beast's authority, performs great
signs including fire from heaven, and directs the world to make an image. Revelation 13:15 says
breath is given to the image so that it speaks, and refusal to worship it brings death. 2 Thessalo-
nians 2:9-11 identifies the source: the working of Satan with all power, signs, and lying wonders,
and a strong delusion sent upon those who did not receive the love of the truth. Exodus 7:11 and
2 Timothy 3:8 show counterfeit signs are an old tactic.

Revelation 13:16-18 states the mark's terms: on the right hand or forehead, required for
buying and selling, tied to the number of a man. Revelation 14:9-11, 15:2, 16:2, and 19:20 make
clear it is linked inseparably to worship — and that its end is judgment, while those who over-
come it stand before God. Daniel 3:1-7 is the pattern in miniature: an image, compelled worship,
and death for refusal.

Against reliance on the spectacular, Matthew 11:1-6 shows Jesus answering John's question
not with a private miracle but by pointing to prophecy being fulfilled. Matthew 12:38-39 calls a
generation seeking signs evil and adulterous, and John 20:29 blesses those who believe without
seeing. John 5:43 states the diagnosis of the age plainly: they did not receive the One who came
in the Father's name, but they will receive one who comes in his own.

Revelation 7:4-10 and 14:1-4 describe 144,000 sealed from the tribes of Israel, carrying the
Father's name on their foreheads, called firstfruits — and an innumerable multitude from every
nation standing before the throne. Ezekiel 9:4-6 shows the same pattern of marking the faithful
before judgment falls; Exodus 8:28, 9:4, and 11:7 show God distinguishing His people amid
plagues; Genesis 4:15 and Isaiah 44:5 and 66:19 show God's marking and sending of His own.
Zechariah 12:10 and Romans 11:25-27 promise Israel's turning. 1 John 2:18-27 says many
antichrists are already present, and that the anointing received from Him abides in the believer
and teaches truth.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

I.

Revelation 13:4 records the world asking who can make war with the beast. Where
have you been more impressed by worldly power than by God's?

2 Thessalonians 2:10 says delusion came to those who did not love the truth. Do you
love truth even when it costs you, or only when it confirms you?

. Matthew 12:39 rebukes a generation seeking signs. Is your faith resting on the Word,

or on the last time you felt something?

. Revelation 13:16-17 ties the mark to commerce. What compromises have you already

made for financial security?
1 John 2:27 says the anointing you received teaches you. Are you actually listening to
Him, or outsourcing discernment entirely to others?

GROUP DISCUSSION

Both beasts operate by imitation — a lamb's horns, a healed wound, fire from heaven.
Why is counterfeit more dangerous than open opposition?

John 5:43 says they will receive one who comes in his own name. What makes self-
appointed authority so attractive to people?

. Ezekiel 28:9 answers the boast with "you are a man." How does that simple

correction help when facing intimidating power?

God raises witnesses in the darkest hour — the 144,000, the faithful marked in
Ezekiel 9. What does that pattern say about God's mercy?

Where is the line between healthy watchfulness about end-time events and unhealthy
obsession with identifying them?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You are the only God, and there is no other. Every counterfeit will be exposed and every

boast answered. Keep my worship pure and undivided.

Guard me from deception. I do not want a faith built on experiences and signs that can be
imitated — build me on Your Word until it holds me when nothing else does. Give me a love for

the truth that stays even when the truth is unwelcome.

Show me where | have already traded conviction for convenience or security. [ want to be the
kind of person who would not bow, and I know that is formed in small refusals long before any

large one.

49



THE PROPHETIC ENDGAME FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY

Thank You that even in the darkest hour You raise up witnesses and mark Your own. Thank
You that the anointing You gave me abides in me and teaches me. Make me one of those who
stand. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Identify one small place you have been going along with something you believe is wrong — at
work, online, in a group. Say no to it once this week, plainly and without drama. Then read
Revelation 13 alongside Daniel 3 and note in one sentence what the faithful in each account had
in common.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

AGE OF THE TRIBULATION
AND WRATH

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

The Tribulation is a defined seven-year period of divine judgment on an unrepentant world and
of God's promised deliverance of Israel. The most sobering detail in the text is not the severity of
the judgments but humanity's refusal to repent under them.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Old Testament

e Exodus 7:20; 9:23-25

e [saiah 2:17; 10:27

e Jeremiah 30:3-11, 22

e Daniel 9:24-27; 12:1

e Hosea 6:1-2

e Joel 2:31-32

e Micah 4

e Habakkuk 2:20

e Zechariah 12:10; 13

e New Testament

e Matthew 16:18; 24:6-8, 21-22, 29
e Mark 13:19-20

o Acts 2;2:17;17:6

e Romans 10:13; 11:26

e | Thessalonians 4:13-18; 5:3, 9

e 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7

e Revelation 6:1-17; 8:1-13; 9:1-21; 11:15-19; 13:7; 15:7-8; 16:1-21

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Matthew 24:21-22 sets the scale: tribulation unlike anything since the beginning of the world,
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and unless those days were shortened no flesh would be saved — but for the elect's sake they
will be shortened. Mark 13:19-20 says the same. Judgment is severe but bounded.

Acts 2:17 places the last days beginning at Pentecost, and Acts 17:6 shows the effect of the
Church that was born there. 1 Thessalonians 5:9 states that God did not appoint us to wrath but
to obtain salvation through Christ. 2 Thessalonians 2:6-7 says the restrainer must be removed
first, and 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 describes the catching away. Matthew 16:18 promises that the
gates of Hades will not prevail against the Church, while Revelation 13:7 says the beast is given
power to overcome the saints of that later period — a distinction the chapter uses to argue for a
Church removed beforehand.

Jeremiah 30:3-7 names the period from Israel's vantage point: a voice of trembling and
fear, men doubled over like a woman in labor, a day so great that none is like it — the time
of Jacob's trouble, "but he shall be saved out of it." Jeremiah 30:10-11 promises God will
save Jacob from afar, will not make a complete end of him, but will correct him in justice.
Daniel 12:1 describes trouble such as never was, with God's people delivered. Jeremiah
30:22, Hosea 6:1-2, Zechariah 12:10, and Romans 11:26 all point to the purpose: Israel
returning to the Lord. Isaiah 2:17 states the outcome — human arrogance brought low, the
Lord alone exalted.

Daniel 9:24-27 gives the framework of seventy weeks, with a covenant confirmed for one
week and broken in the middle. Matthew 24:6-8 and 1 Thessalonians 5:3 use identical imagery
of birth pangs, and both warn that "peace and safety" precedes sudden destruction.

The judgments escalate in three series. The seven seals of Revelation 6 bring conquest, war,
famine, and death over a fourth of the earth; then the martyrs under the altar crying "how long";
then a great earthquake, a darkened sun, and the powerful hiding from the wrath of the Lamb,
asking who is able to stand. Revelation 8:1-5 records silence in heaven for about half an hour,
followed by the prayers of the saints ascending — Habakkuk 2:20 gives the posture that silence
implies.

The seven trumpets in Revelation 8:7-12, 9:1-21, and 11:15-19 strike a third at a time —
vegetation, sea, fresh water, light — echoing Exodus 7:20 and 9:23-25 and Joel 2:31. Revelation
9 releases tormenting creatures from the abyss and an army that kills a third of mankind, and
verses 20-21 record the response: the rest did not repent of their idolatry, murders, sorceries,
immorality, or thefts. Revelation 11:15-19 turns from judgment to declaration — the kingdoms
of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ.

The seven bowls of Revelation 15:7-16:21 are total rather than partial. Sores on those who
bear the mark, sea and rivers turned to blood, scorching heat, darkness over the beast's throne,
the Euphrates dried, and finally a voice saying "It is done" with an earthquake that removes
islands and mountains and hail of unprecedented weight. Three times the text notes the same
response: they blasphemed God and did not repent.

Against all of it stands Joel 2:32 and Romans 10:13 — whoever calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.
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AGE OF THE TRIBULATION AND WRATH

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

I.

Revelation 9:20-21 and 16:9 record people refusing to repent under devastating
judgment. What does that reveal about how hardness of heart actually works?

1 Thessalonians 5:9 says God did not appoint us to wrath. Does that promise produce
gratitude in you, or have you grown numb to it?

Jeremiah 30:7 says it is the time of Jacob's trouble, "but he shall be saved out of it."
Where do you need to hold onto that same "but" in your own circumstances?

1 Thessalonians 5:3 warns about "peace and safety" as a false signal. What are you
currently trusting for security that could not survive real trouble?

Romans 10:13 says whoever calls on the Lord will be saved. Who in your life has not
yet called on Him?

GROUP DISCUSSION

Why do you think Scripture pairs its most severe judgment passages with repeated
offers of salvation?

Revelation 6:10 has martyrs asking "how long," and they are told to wait. What does
that delay reveal about God's patience toward the wicked?

Jeremiah 30:11 says God corrects His people in justice but will not make a complete
end of them. How does that shape how you interpret discipline in your own life?
Matthew 24:22 says the days will be shortened for the elect's sake. How does mercy
appear even inside judgment throughout these chapters?

How should awareness of coming judgment change the urgency of evangelism —
without turning fear into the motive?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Father, You are righteous in all Your judgments. Reading these things, I am sobered — not only
by their severity but by how people respond to them. Guard my heart from ever becoming that
hard. Where I have already grown resistant to Your correction in small things, soften me now

while it is easy.

Thank You that You did not appoint Your people to wrath but to salvation through Jesus

Christ. I do not deserve that distinction, and I do not want to take it lightly.

Thank You that even in the time of Jacob's trouble You promise deliverance, that You will
not make a complete end of Your people, and that whoever calls on Your name will be saved. Let
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that promise burn in me for the people I know who have not called on You. Give me boldness
and compassion in equal measure, and let urgency drive me to love rather than to fear.
You alone will be exalted in that day. Be exalted in me today. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step

Write down the names of three people who, as far as you know, have never called on the name of
the Lord. Pray for each by name every day this week. Then take one concrete step toward one of
them — a conversation, an invitation, an honest answer to a question they've asked — before the
week ends.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

THE MOTHER OF ALL
BATTLES: ARMAGEDDON

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Christ returns not as a lamb but as a warrior King, finishing publicly what He accomplished at
the cross. The nations gathered against Him are defeated by the word of His mouth, and He then
separates humanity by what their lives revealed about their hearts.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Matthew 25:31-46
Colossians 2:14-15
Jude 1:14-15
Revelation 16:12-16
Revelation 19:11-21

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Jude 1:14-15 quotes an ancient prophecy: the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints to
execute judgment on all and to convict the ungodly of their deeds and of the harsh things spoken
against Him. He does not come alone.

Revelation 16:12-16 describes the gathering. The Euphrates is dried to prepare the way for
kings from the east, and three unclean spirits proceed from the mouths of the dragon, the beast,
and the false prophet — spirits of demons performing signs to gather the kings of the earth to
Armageddon. Embedded in that passage is a personal word: behold, I am coming as a thief;
blessed is he who watches and keeps his garments.

Revelation 19:11-18 gives the arrival. Heaven opens; the rider is called Faithful and True; in
righteousness He judges and makes war. His eyes are like flame, many crowns are on His head,
He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is called The Word of God. A sharp sword
goes out of His mouth; He treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God; on
His robe and thigh is written KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. The battle is decided
by His word, not by weaponry.

Revelation 19:19-21 records the outcome: the beast and the false prophet captured and cast
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alive into the lake of fire, and the rest killed by the sword from His mouth. Colossians 2:14-15
shows the pattern already established at the cross — the handwriting of requirements against us
nailed there, and principalities and powers disarmed and made a public spectacle. What was
accomplished in the unseen realm is completed visibly at Armageddon.

Matthew 25:31-46 records the separation that follows. The Son of Man sits on His throne, all
nations gathered, and He divides them as a shepherd divides sheep from goats. The criteria
named are strikingly ordinary: food, drink, welcome, clothing, visiting the sick and imprisoned.
Neither group recognizes what it did — the righteous ask when they ever served Him, and so do
the others. His answer to both is the same principle: whatever was done, or left undone, to the
least of these was done to Him. The passage closes with everlasting punishment and eternal life
set side by side. Read alongside the rest of Scripture, these works are not the cause of salvation
but its evidence.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Revelation 19:15 says the battle is won by the sword of His mouth. Where are you
relying on your own strength in a fight only His word can settle?

2. Revelation 16:15 blesses the one who watches and keeps his garments. What in your
life would you not want to be caught wearing?

3. In Matthew 25:37-39 the righteous did not realize what they had done. Does your
kindness flow naturally enough that you would not be keeping score either?

4. Matthew 25:40 identifies Christ with the least of these. Who is the "least of these"
nearest to you right now, and what have you done about it?

5. Colossians 2:15 says the powers were disarmed. What defeated enemy are you still
treating as if it had authority over you?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Jesus' first coming and His return look radically different. Why does Scripture insist
on both, and what happens when a person emphasizes only one?

2. Revelation 16:14 shows demonic signs gathering the nations. How does deception,
rather than force, do the enemy's heaviest work?

3. In Matthew 25, neither sheep nor goats recognized their own record. What does that
suggest about self-assessment in the Christian life?

4. How do you hold together salvation by grace and the fact that Jesus judges by what
was done?

5. If Christ identifies Himself with the hungry, imprisoned, and sick, what would change
about your group's priorities this year?

56



THE MOTHER OF ALL BATTLES: ARMAGEDDON

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You are Faithful and True, King of kings and Lord of lords. Every enemy You
disarmed at the cross You will finish publicly, and no power gathered against You will stand.

Thank You that the outcome is not in question. Free me from anxious fighting where I should
be trusting Your word, and from passivity where I should be obeying it.

Search me by Matthew 25. I want to be the kind of person who feeds, welcomes, clothes, and
visits without keeping a record — because that is what You are like, and because You receive it
as done to You. Show me the one person near me I have been overlooking, and give me the will-
ingness to go.

Keep my garments clean. Keep me watching. I want to be found ready when You appear. In
Your name, amen.

Activation Step

Choose one item from Matthew 25:35-36 — hungry, thirsty, stranger, without clothing, sick,
imprisoned — and act on it this week for one specific person. Do it without announcing it to
anyone.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

MILLENNIAL REIGN: THE KINGDOM
ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Christ reigns physically from Jerusalem for a thousand years — Satan bound, worship restored,
creation at peace, and faithful servants given real authority. Yet even a perfect King does not
remove human free will, as the final rebellion proves.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

e Old Testament

e 2 Samuel 7:16

e [saiah 2:2-3; 11:6-9; 65:17-25

e Jeremiah 30:9; 31:34

o Ezekiel 34:23-24; 37:24-25; 40:4; 40-48; 43:1-5, 18-27; 44:15-16, 23-24
e Daniel 7:22, 27

e Hosea 3:5

e Habakkuk 2:14

e Zechariah 8:20-23; 14:8-9, 16-21

e New Testament

e Matthew 6:9-15; 24:22; 25:14-30

e Mark 14:62

e Luke 1:32-33; 11:2-4; 19:12-27

¢ 1 Corinthians 6:2; 15:25-27, 36

e Revelation 1:6; 5:10; 19:16; 20:1-15; 21:1

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

Matthew 6:10 records the prayer Jesus taught — Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth
as it is in heaven — and this chapter presents the Millennium as its fullest answer. Mark 14:62
records Jesus telling the Sanhedrin they would see the Son of Man coming with the clouds of
heaven.
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Revelation 20:1-3 describes an angel binding the dragon for a thousand years and sealing him
in the abyss so he can deceive the nations no more — with the note that afterward he must be
released for a little while. Zechariah 14:8-9 says the Lord shall be King over all the earth, and
Luke 1:32-33 says He will receive David's throne and reign over the house of Jacob with a
kingdom that has no end. 1 Corinthians 15:25-27 says He must reign until every enemy is under
His feet, with death destroyed last. Revelation 19:16 names Him KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS.

Ezekiel 40-48 gives a detailed temple vision, introduced in Ezekiel 40:4 with the instruction
to look, hear, and declare everything seen. Ezekiel 43:1-5 describes the glory of God entering
from the east, His voice like many waters, and the glory filling the temple. Ezekiel 44:15-16 and
44:23-24 assign the sons of Zadok to minister, to teach the difference between holy and unholy
and clean and unclean, and to judge according to God's judgments. Ezekiel 43:18-27 records
sacrifices — understood by many as memorial rather than atoning, since Christ's work is
finished.

Jeremiah 30:9, Ezekiel 34:23-24, 37:24-25, and Hosea 3:5 all speak of David serving as king,
shepherd, and prince, and 2 Samuel 7:16 promises his throne established forever. Daniel 7:22
and 27 say the time comes for the saints to possess the kingdom, and 1 Corinthians 6:2 says the
saints will judge the world. Revelation 20:4-6 describes those who reign with Christ a thousand
years as priests of God, over whom the second death has no power. Revelation 1:6 and 5:10 call
believers kings and priests.

Luke 19:12-27 and Matthew 25:14-30 tie future authority to present faithfulness: the servant
faithful with a little is given authority over cities, while the one who buried what he was given
loses it. 1 Corinthians 15:36 notes that what is sown is not made alive unless it dies.

On conditions, Isaiah 11:6-8 pictures wolf with lamb, lion eating straw, and a nursing child
safe beside the cobra's hole. Isaiah 11:9, Jeremiah 31:34, and Habakkuk 2:14 all say the earth
will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as waters cover the sea. Isaiah 65:17-24 describes
rejoicing, no more weeping, houses built and inhabited, vineyards planted and enjoyed, labor not
in vain, and answers given before the request is finished. Isaiah 65:20 indicates greatly extended
lifespans while acknowledging death still exists. Zechariah 8:20-23, Isaiah 2:2-3, and Zechariah
14:16 describe nations streaming to Jerusalem to worship; Zechariah 14:17-19 states conse-
quences for nations that refuse; and Zechariah 14:20-21 says even horse bells and cooking pots
will be inscribed "Holiness to the Lord."

Revelation 20:7-9 then records the final rebellion: Satan released, nations deceived in
numbers like the sand of the sea, the camp of the saints surrounded, and fire coming down from
God out of heaven. Revelation 20:10 sends the devil to the lake of fire, and 20:11-15 records the
Great White Throne — books opened, the Book of Life opened, the dead judged, Death and
Hades cast in, and anyone not found in the Book of Life cast in as well.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Luke 19:17 says the servant faithful in a very little was given authority over ten cities.
What "very little" has God entrusted to you, and how are you handling it?

2. Revelation 20:7-9 shows people rebelling after a thousand years in Christ's presence.
Where have you grown so accustomed to God's goodness that you take it for granted?

3. Zechariah 14:20 says even ordinary objects will be marked holy. What ordinary part
of your life needs to be handed over to God as holy?

4. Tsaiah 65:23 says they shall not labor in vain. Where does your work feel futile, and
what does that promise mean for it?

5. Matthew 25:25 records fear as the reason the talent was buried. What has fear kept
you from investing?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Why does it matter whether the Millennium is understood as literal or symbolic?
What is at stake either way?

2. Rewards in Luke 19 and Matthew 25 are tied to faithfulness with what was given.
How does that motivate without becoming works-based religion?

3. Isaiah 11:9 says the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord, yet Zechariah
14:17 describes nations refusing to worship. How do those coexist?

4. What does the final rebellion reveal about human nature — and about God's
commitment to genuine choice?

5. Revelation 20:12 says books were opened. How should that reality shape how
believers live now without producing dread?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer

Lord Jesus, You will reign, and Your kingdom will have no end. Thank You that the world's story
ends with You as King and Your people with You.

Teach me to be faithful now with what is small, because that is what You measure. Where
fear has made me bury what You gave me, forgive me and give me courage to put it to work.

Guard me from familiarity. It sobers me that people can stand in Your presence for a thou-
sand years and still turn away. Keep my heart soft and my gratitude alive. Let holiness reach into
the ordinary parts of my life — my work, my home, my speech — until every part of it could be
inscribed as belonging to You.
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I long for the day when the earth is full of the knowledge of You as the waters cover the sea.
Until then, make me one of those who help others know You. In Your name, amen.

Activation Step

Name one thing God has entrusted to you that you have been neglecting — a gift, a relationship,
a responsibility, a resource. Take one concrete step this week to put it to work rather than protect
it. Then write "Holiness to the Lord" somewhere you will see it daily, and let it reframe one
routine task.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

ETERNITY INCOMING:
FOREVER AFTER THE END

CORE BIBLICAL THEME

Eternity is not merely a long time but a reality beyond human comprehension. Scripture gives
glimpses — a new heaven and earth, God dwelling directly with His people, no more death or
tears, the curse abolished, and His servants reigning forever — while deliberately withholding
the rest.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Psalm 17:15; 45:16; 48:14; 102:18; 149:5-9
Proverbs 8:22-31

Isaiah 60:12-14

Daniel 7:18, 22; 12:13

John 19:30

Romans 4:17

1 Corinthians 2:9-10

2 Corinthians 12:2-4

2 Timothy 2:11-12

1 John 3:2

Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21; 5:10; 21:1-27; 22:3-5, 12-14

BIBLICAL INSIGHT

2 Corinthians 12:2-4 records Paul caught up to the third heaven and into Paradise, hearing words
it was not lawful for a man to utter — a witness who could not translate what he saw. 1
Corinthians 2:9-10 states the principle: eye has not seen, ear has not heard, nor has it entered the
heart of man what God has prepared for those who love Him — yet God reveals these things by
His Spirit.

Revelation 21:1 describes a new heaven and new earth, the first having passed away, with no
more sea. Revelation 21:2-4 shows the New Jerusalem descending, prepared as a bride, with the
announcement that the tabernacle of God is with men — He will dwell with them, wipe away
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every tear, and there will be no more death, sorrow, crying, or pain. Revelation 21:5-6 records
God saying, "Behold, I make all things new," and "It is done" — an echo of "It is finished" in
John 19:30. Revelation 21:7-8 divides the outcome: the overcomer inherits all things and is
called His son, while the unrepentant have their part in the second death.

Revelation 21:9-21 describes the city's glory — illuminated by God Himself, walls of jasper,
twelve gates named for the tribes of Israel, twelve foundations named for the apostles, streets of
pure gold. Revelation 21:22-27 says there is no temple because the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are its temple, no need of sun or moon because the glory of God illuminates it and the
Lamb is its light, gates never shut, and nothing that defiles permitted entry.

Revelation 22:3-5 states that there shall be no more curse; the throne of God and of the Lamb
is there, His servants serve Him, they see His face, His name is on their foreheads, and they shall
reign forever and ever. Revelation 22:12-14 records Jesus saying He comes quickly with His
reward, calling Himself the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last.

On reigning, Revelation 5:10 says believers are made kings and priests who shall reign on the
earth. Daniel 7:18 and 7:22 say the saints receive and possess the kingdom forever. 2 Timothy
2:11-12 states the condition plainly: if we died with Him we shall live with Him, and if we
endure we shall also reign with Him. Revelation 2:26-27 and 3:21 tie future authority to over-
coming and keeping His works to the end. Psalm 45:16 and 149:5-9 and Isaiah 60:12-14 add
further pictures of the saints' honor and rule.

Proverbs 8:22-31 describes wisdom present at creation as a master craftsman, daily God's
delight, and Romans 4:17 describes God calling things that are not as though they were. 1 John
3:2 says that when He is revealed we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is, and Psalm
17:15 says the psalmist will be satisfied when he awakes in God's likeness.

Finally, Psalm 48:14 says this God is our God forever, and He will be our guide even to
death. Daniel 12:13 tells Daniel to go his way until the end, to rest, and to arise to his inheri-
tance. Psalm 102:18 says this will be written for the generation to come — present faithfulness
serves people not yet born.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Revelation 21:4 promises no more tears, death, sorrow, or pain. Which of those has
marked your life most, and what does that promise mean for you personally?

2. Revelation 22:3 says there shall be no more curse. What would you attempt if you
knew resistance had been removed permanently?

3. 2 Timothy 2:12 says if we endure we shall also reign. What are you enduring right
now that this verse reframes?

4. Psalm 48:14 says God guides us even to death. Does the idea of dying frighten you,
and does this verse change anything about that?
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5. Psalm 102:18 speaks of writing for a generation to come. What are you building that
will outlast you?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Why do you think God reveals the beginning of eternity but not the details of it?

2. Revelation 21:22 says there is no temple because God and the Lamb are its temple.
What does the absence of a mediating structure say about the closeness we are
promised?

3. Scripture repeatedly links eternal responsibility to present faithfulness. Does that
motivate your group, or does it feel like pressure? Talk honestly about why.

4. This chapter argues believers were made for the earth, not for heaven as a final
destination. How does that change how you think about the new creation?

5. Revelation 22:12 says Jesus comes quickly. How should a group of believers live in
light of that — practically, this month?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Praycr

Father, You have prepared things no eye has seen and no ear has heard for those who love You. I
cannot picture it, and I stop trying to. I simply trust You with it.

Thank You that a day is coming when You will dwell with Your people directly, wipe every
tear from our eyes, and end death, sorrow, and pain forever. Thank You that there will be no
more curse, no more night, and no more separation.

Until then, make me faithful. Let me endure, overcome, and keep Your works to the end —
not to earn what You gave freely, but because You have entrusted me with something and You
will ask about it. Let me build things that serve a generation not yet born.

You are the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last. You have been my God, and You
will be my guide even through death. I will be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness. Come,
Lord Jesus. In Your name, amen.

Activation Step

Write a single paragraph addressed to someone in the next generation — a child, a grandchild, a
younger believer — telling them what you know to be true about God and why you have staked
your life on it. Then give it to them, or put it somewhere they will find it.






