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CHAPTER ONE

FOUNDATIONS—THE HOLY
SPIRIT: THE DIVINE DISRUPTER

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God sovereignly calls and transforms ordinary, unqualified people by His Spirit, opening their
eyes to a spiritual reality beyond the natural and leading them out of bondage into freedom and
purpose.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Amos 7:14–15 (NKJV)
2 Kings 6:15–17 (NKJV)
2 Corinthians 3:17 (ESV)
2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Amos 7:14–15 shows that prophetic calling rests on God's initiative, not human pedigree —
Amos was a herdsman whom the Lord took "as I followed the flock." 2 Kings 6:15–17 reveals
that the unseen resources of God surround His people; what changes everything is not the
circumstances but having one's eyes opened to see them. 2 Corinthians 3:17 locates true freedom
in the presence of the Spirit, and 3:18 describes the ongoing nature of that work — believers are
transformed "from glory to glory," a process rather than a single moment.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. In Amos 7:14–15, Amos names what he was before God called him. What in your
own background might you assume disqualifies you, and how does this verse address
that assumption?

2. The servant in 2 Kings 6:15 saw only the surrounding army until his eyes were
opened. Where might fear be shaping what you currently see, and what would it mean
to ask God to "open my eyes"?
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3. 2 Corinthians 3:17 ties freedom to the Spirit's presence. In what area of your life are
you longing for the freedom this verse describes?

4. 2 Corinthians 3:18 frames transformation as gradual ("from glory to glory"). How
does viewing change as a process rather than a single event affect how you measure
your own spiritual progress?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Amos was called from an ordinary trade. As a group, discuss how God's pattern of
calling unlikely people (as in Amos 7:14–15) challenges common ideas about who is
"qualified" for spiritual work.

2. Elisha's prayer in 2 Kings 6:17 was that someone else's eyes would be opened. What
does it look like to pray that prayer for one another?

3. 2 Corinthians 3:17 says "where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom." How
might your group describe the relationship between God's presence and genuine
freedom?

4. The chapter recounts a process that began before any dramatic decision. Where have
you seen God working gradually rather than instantly, in line with the "from glory to
glory" picture of 2 Corinthians 3:18?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, in Jesus' name, I come to You honestly, not on the basis of my background or my qualifi-
cations, but because You are the One who calls and transforms. Like Amos, I was occupied with
my own life when You reached for me; thank You for not waiting until I was impressive. Open
my eyes as You opened the eyes of Elisha's servant — let me see what is real in the Spirit and not
be ruled by fear or by what surrounds me in the natural. Search my heart and show me anything
held in bondage that needs Your freedom, for where Your Spirit is, there is freedom. I surrender
to that work. Keep changing me from glory to glory, at Your pace and by Your hand, until I
reflect more of You. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Identify one specific area where fear has been determining what you see. This week, set aside a
few minutes to pray the simple prayer of 2 Kings 6:17 over that area — "Lord, open my eyes that
I may see" — and write down what shifts in your perspective.
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CHAPTER TWO

USHERING IN LIFE IN THE SPIRIT!

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The destroyer comes to ruin life, but Christ comes to give abundant life — and through
repentance and faith, God makes a person entirely new, doing a fresh work that requires leaving
the old behind.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

John 10:10 (NKJV)
Isaiah 43:19 (NKJV)
John 3:7 (NKJV)
John 3:16 (NKJV)
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
John 10:10 sets two purposes side by side: the thief's intent to steal, kill, and destroy against
Jesus' intent to give abundant life. Isaiah 43:19 declares God's initiative to "do a new thing,"
making a way even in wilderness and desert. John 3:7 records Jesus' insistence that new birth is
not optional — "You must be born again" — and John 3:16 names the love and the means behind
it: God giving His Son so that whoever believes has everlasting life. 2 Corinthians 5:17
completes the picture: the one in Christ becomes a new creation, with old things passing away.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. John 10:10 contrasts the thief's work with Jesus' offer of abundant life. Where in your
own story can you identify things that "steal, kill, and destroy," and where have you
tasted the life Jesus offers?

2. Isaiah 43:19 asks, "Shall you not know it?" What might keep someone from
recognizing the new thing God is doing? How alert are you to it?

3. Jesus says new birth is a necessity, not a suggestion (John 3:7). What does it mean to
you to "start over" in the sense this verse describes?
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4. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says "old things have passed away." Which "old things" do you
most need to regard as belonging to the past?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the two purposes named in John 10:10. How does naming the thief's intent
help a group recognize spiritual opposition without becoming preoccupied with it?

2. Isaiah 43:19 pictures roads in the wilderness and rivers in the desert. Where has your
group seen God make a way in unlikely places?

3. John 3:16 is familiar to many. Read it slowly together — what in it strikes you freshly
when you slow down?

4. 2 Corinthians 5:17 declares believers "new creations." How can a group help one
another live as new rather than according to the old?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, I thank You that Jesus came so that I could have life, and have it abundantly. I confess the
places where the thief has done his work — where things have been stolen, killed, or destroyed
in me — and I bring them to You. Do the new thing You promised in Isaiah; make a road where I
see only wilderness and a river where I see only desert. I receive the new birth that Jesus said I
must have, trusting His death, burial, and resurrection. By Your Word I am a new creation; help
me to believe it and live it, letting the old things truly pass away. Wash me, fill me with Your
Spirit, and keep my eyes open to the fresh work You are doing. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Name one "old thing" — a habit, attachment, or pattern — that needs to be left in the past. Write
it down, and beside it write the "new thing" you believe God is making a way toward (drawing
from Isaiah 43:19). Take one concrete step this week toward the new and away from the old.
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CHAPTER THREE

USHERED INTO LIFE IN THE SPIRIT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Throughout Acts, baptism in the Holy Spirit is a real, recurring experience that empowers
believers for a supernatural, witnessing life — a gift freely given by the Father to those who ask,
search the Scriptures, and receive.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Acts 17:11 (NKJV)
Acts 2:1–4 (NKJV)
Acts 10:44–46 (NKJV)
Acts 19:2 (NKJV)
Acts 19:6 (NKJV)
Ephesians 5:18 (NKJV)
Acts 8:16 (NKJV)
Acts 8:17 (NKJV)
Acts 8:19 (NKJV)
Acts 8:20 (NKJV)
Luke 11:11–13 (NKJV)
John 7:38 (KJV)
Acts 1:8 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Acts 17:11 commends the Bereans for testing teaching against Scripture — the very method the
chapter models. The Acts passages trace a pattern: at Pentecost (Acts 2:1–4) believers are filled
and speak in tongues; in Cornelius' house (Acts 10:44–46) the Spirit falls and the same signs
follow; in Ephesus (Acts 19:2, 6) Paul asks specifically whether they received the Spirit, then
lays hands and they speak in tongues and prophesy; in Samaria (Acts 8:16–17) Peter and John
travel to pray that believers receive the Spirit. Acts 8:19–20 confirms the Spirit's gift cannot be
bought — it is a person, not a commodity. Ephesians 5:18 commands ongoing infilling ("be
filled"), Luke 11:11–13 grounds the request in the Father's goodness in giving the Spirit to those
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who ask, John 7:38 pictures rivers of living water flowing from the believer, and Acts 1:8 names
the purpose: power to be a witness.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Acts 17:11 holds up the Bereans as a model for testing teaching against Scripture.
How do you personally examine what you're taught against the Bible?

2. In Acts 19:2, Paul asks a pointed question about receiving the Spirit. If that question
were put to you, how would you answer, and why?

3. Luke 11:11–13 frames the Spirit as a good gift from a good Father to those who ask.
What, if anything, holds you back from simply asking?

4. Ephesians 5:18 commands an ongoing fullness, not a one-time fill. What does staying
"continually filled" look like practically in your week?

5. Acts 1:8 ties the Spirit's power to witnessing. Where do you sense a need for that
boldness in your own life?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Compare the four accounts cited (Acts 2, 8, 10, 19). What pattern do you notice
across them, and what do the differences teach as well?

2. Acts 8:19–20 records Simon trying to buy the Spirit's power. Why is it significant that
this gift cannot be purchased? How might people still subtly try to "earn" it today?

3. John 7:38 speaks of "rivers of living water" flowing out. As a group, discuss what it
means for that to flow through a believer toward others.

4. The Bereans (Acts 17:11) searched the Scriptures daily. How could your group build
the habit of testing experiences and teachings against the Bible together?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, You said that if I, being human, know how to give good gifts to my children, how much
more will You give the Holy Spirit to those who ask. So I ask. Like the believers in Acts, I want
more than I have settled for — I want to be filled and to keep being filled, as Ephesians
commands. Touch my life as You touched the upper room, the household of Cornelius, the
believers in Samaria and Ephesus. Let rivers of living water flow from within me. Give me the
power You promised so that I may be a faithful witness. Teach me to search Your Word like the
Bereans, testing all things and holding fast to what is true. In Jesus' name, amen.
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Activation Step
Take the Berean approach (Acts 17:11) to this chapter itself. Read the cited Acts passages
directly in your own Bible this week, and write down for each one what actually happened.
Then, drawing on Luke 11:11–13, set aside a private time simply to ask the Father to fill you
with His Spirit.

USHERED INTO LIFE IN THE SPIRIT
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CHAPTER FOUR

YOU CAN BE BAPTIZED
IN THE HOLY SPIRIT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Praying in the Spirit is a God-given source of strength: the Spirit intercedes through the believer
with perfect prayers, builds up personal faith, and connects the believer to the prophetic
outpouring God promised for all flesh.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Romans 8:26–27 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:14 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:4 (NKJV)
Jude 20 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:2 (NKJV)
Joel 2:28 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Romans 8:26–27 teaches that the Spirit helps in our weakness when we don't know what to pray,
interceding "according to the will of God." 1 Corinthians 14:14 distinguishes the spirit praying
from the understanding, and 14:2 says one who speaks in a tongue "speaks mysteries" to God. 1
Corinthians 14:4 states that such a person "edifies himself," and Jude 20 frames praying in the
Holy Spirit as "building yourselves up on your most holy faith." Joel 2:28 — the passage Peter
preached at Pentecost — links the outpouring of the Spirit to prophecy: "your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy."

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Romans 8:26–27 says the Spirit helps "in our weaknesses" because "we do not know
what we should pray." Where have you experienced not knowing how to pray, and
how does this verse speak to that?
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2. 1 Corinthians 14:14 separates the praying spirit from the understanding. What does it
mean to you that prayer can reach beyond your own comprehension?

3. Both 1 Corinthians 14:4 and Jude 20 describe self-edification or being "built up." In
what areas of your faith do you most sense the need to be strengthened?

4. Joel 2:28 promises the Spirit poured out "on all flesh." How does the word all shape
your sense of who this promise is for?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Romans 8:26–27 says the Spirit intercedes "according to the will of God." How does
that truth shape the way your group thinks about unanswered or uncertain prayers?

2. Discuss 1 Corinthians 14:4 alongside 14:2. What is the difference between speech
that edifies oneself and speech that edifies others, and why might both matter?

3. Jude 20 pairs "building yourselves up" with "praying in the Holy Spirit." How can a
group encourage personal spiritual building without becoming dependent on others
for every word of encouragement?

4. Joel 2:28 was the launching text of Peter's Pentecost sermon. As a group, discuss the
significance of God tying the Spirit's outpouring to prophecy for "sons and daughters"
alike.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, I admit there are times I do not know what to pray, when I am weak, confused, or asking
for the wrong things. Thank You that Your Spirit helps me in those weaknesses and intercedes
according to Your will. Build me up on my most holy faith; strengthen my inner life so that I am
not always dependent on someone else's word to keep me standing. Pour out Your Spirit on me
as You promised in Joel — let me be among the sons and daughters You are calling. Teach me to
pray in a way that aligns with Your Word and Your will, laying a solid foundation for what You
have ahead. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
This week, set aside a focused time to "build yourself up" as Jude 20 describes. Combine it with
praying Scripture aloud, so that — as the chapter notes — your prayers align with God's Word.
Keep a short note of how your sense of faith or strength shifts over several days of doing this.
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CHAPTER FIVE

USHERED INTO THE CALL OF GOD

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God calls and equips every believer for ministry, and a prophetic word — once received — must
be actively stewarded, meditated on, and "worked" until it comes to pass, because vision and
purpose are what keep a life from being wasted.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:24–25 (NKJV)
Romans 1:11 (NKJV)
Joshua 1:8 (NKJV)
1 Timothy 1:18 (NKJV)
Proverbs 29:18 (KJV)
Proverbs 29:18 (ESV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Ephesians 4:11–12 names the five-fold gifts given "to equip the saints for the work of ministry,"
indicating every believer is meant to serve. 1 Corinthians 14:24–25 describes how prophecy can
reveal "the secrets of his heart," leading a person to worship and acknowledge God's presence.
Romans 1:11 shows spiritual gifts can be imparted "so that you may be established." Joshua 1:8
and 1 Timothy 1:18 together establish stewardship: meditating on God's word "day and night"
and using "the prophecies previously made" to "wage the good warfare." Proverbs 29:18, in both
renderings cited, ties the absence of vision (or prophetic vision) to people perishing or casting off
restraint.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Ephesians 4:11–12 says the gifts exist to "equip the saints for the work of ministry." If
every believer is called to serve in some way, how do you understand your own form
of ministry?
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2. 1 Corinthians 14:24–25 describes secrets of the heart being revealed and a person
responding in worship. What do you make of God knowing and addressing what is
hidden in a person?

3. Joshua 1:8 and 1 Timothy 1:18 both call for actively holding onto God's word. Is
there a word — from Scripture or spoken to you — that you have received but not yet
"worked"? What would working it look like?

4. Proverbs 29:18 connects lack of vision to wasted lives. What sense of vision or
purpose are you currently operating from?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss Ephesians 4:11–12. How does seeing leaders as equippers rather than sole
ministers change a group's understanding of its own role?

2. Romans 1:11 speaks of imparting a gift "so that you may be established." How might
members of a group strengthen and establish one another?

3. Joshua 1:8 ties meditation on God's word to prosperity and success. As a group,
discuss what biblical meditation looks like in practice and how it differs from passive
reading.

4. Compare the two renderings of Proverbs 29:18 given in the chapter (KJV and ESV).
What does each emphasize, and how do they together describe what happens when
people lack vision?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You have equipped Your people for the work of ministry, and that this
includes me. Show me the form of service You have shaped me for. Where You have spoken —
through Your Word or through others — give me the diligence of Joshua to meditate on it day
and night, and the resolve of Timothy to wage the good warfare with it rather than letting it slip
away. Establish me, as Romans says, and give me vision so that my life is not wasted in idleness
but spent on what You created me to do. Reveal what is hidden in my heart that needs Your light,
and draw me to worship. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Following Joshua 1:8 and 1 Timothy 1:18, identify one promise or word you believe applies to
your life. Write it down and place it somewhere you'll see it daily. Commit to meditating on it
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and praying it back to God this week — beginning the practice of "working the word" the
chapter describes.

USHERED INTO THE CALL OF GOD
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CHAPTER SIX

USHERED INTO THE
GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The Holy Spirit speaks to those who belong to Him, and He distributes spiritual gifts to believers
— not according to their merit, but according to His will, for the benefit of all.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

John 10:27, 5 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 12:7–11 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
John 10:27 and 5 describe the relationship between the Shepherd and His sheep: His own "hear
My voice" and follow Him, while they flee from a stranger because "they do not know the voice
of strangers." Hearing God's voice, then, flows out of belonging to Him. 1 Corinthians 12:7–11
lists nine manifestations of the Spirit — word of wisdom, word of knowledge, faith, gifts of heal-
ings, working of miracles, prophecy, discerning of spirits, kinds of tongues, and interpretation of
tongues — given "to each one for the profit of all." The same passage stresses that one Spirit
distributes these "to each one individually as He wills," which underscores that the gifts are
granted by God's choice rather than earned.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. John 10:27 says the sheep "hear" and "follow." How would you describe your own
ability to recognize God's voice, and what helps you distinguish it from "the voice of
strangers"?

2. 1 Corinthians 12:7 says each manifestation is given "for the profit of all." How does
that purpose reshape the way you might think about any gift you've been given?

3. The passage stresses the Spirit distributes gifts "as He wills." How does it sit with you
that the gifts are God's choice rather than a reward for performance?
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4. Of the nine gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12:8–10, which are you least familiar with,
and what would you want to understand better?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss John 10:27 and 5 together. What does it mean practically for a community to
"know" the Shepherd's voice and to recognize a "stranger's"?

2. Read through the nine gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:8–10. As a group, why do you think
Paul stresses that it is "one and the same Spirit" behind all of them?

3. The chapter notes the principle that "gifts don't equal maturity." How does 1
Corinthians 12:11 ("as He wills") support that idea, and why does the distinction
matter for a group?

4. 1 Corinthians 12:7 frames gifts as being "for the profit of all." How can a group make
sure gifts are used to serve others rather than to elevate individuals?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that I belong to Your flock and that Your sheep hear Your voice. Tune my ears
to recognize You and to turn away from every voice that is not Yours. I thank You that Your
Spirit gives gifts "as He wills" — not because I have earned them, but because You love people
and want to bless them through Your church. Make me a willing vessel, used "for the profit of
all" rather than for my own reputation. Grow me in discernment and humility, that whatever You
entrust to me would serve others and point to You. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Read through the nine gifts in 1 Corinthians 12:7–11 slowly. Pick one you don't fully understand,
and study where it appears elsewhere in Scripture this week. As you do, ask God — who gives
"as He wills" — how He might want to use you to benefit others, and stay alert to His voice
(John 10:27) in ordinary moments.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

USHERED INTO GROWTH

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The prophetic is meant to grow and be developed in believers; though it can be misused, the right
response to abuse is healthy training, not neglect — and Scripture shows prophecy operating at
differing levels and proportions of faith.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 14:31 (NKJV)
Romans 12:5–6 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 14:31 — "You may all prophesy one by one" — establishes that prophecy is
broadly available to believers, not reserved for a select few; it is something the whole body can
participate in. Romans 12:5–6 places prophecy among the grace gifts distributed within the one
body, and notably instructs believers to "prophesy in proportion to our faith." This phrase implies
that prophetic operation can grow and varies in measure, which supports the chapter's emphasis
that the gift can be developed and trained rather than treated as fixed or all-or-nothing.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 14:31 says "you may all prophesy." How does the inclusiveness of that
statement compare with your prior assumptions about who can prophesy?

2. Romans 12:6 speaks of prophesying "in proportion to our faith." What might it look
like to operate within your measure of faith rather than beyond or beneath it?

3. The chapter argues that abuse of a gift calls for training, not abandonment. Where in
your own life have you been tempted to discard something good because it was
misused?

4. Romans 12:5 describes believers as "members of one another." How does belonging
to one body shape the way you view your own gifting and that of others?
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Corinthians 14:31 as a group. If prophecy is available to "all," what
responsibilities and what cautions come with that openness?

2. Romans 12:5–6 frames gifts within the unity of one body with differing functions. As
a group, how can you honor "different streams" — healing, teaching, evangelism,
prophecy — without elevating one above the rest?

3. The phrase "in proportion to our faith" (Romans 12:6) suggests growth and measure.
How might a group help one another grow in their gifts without pressure or
comparison?

4. The chapter says people often "don't value what they don't understand." How can
your group cultivate understanding of gifts that are unfamiliar to you?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You have made room for all Your people to prophesy and to serve within
the one body. Help me to value the gifts that differ from my own and to see myself as a member
belonging to others, not standing apart. Where gifts have been misused — by me or by others —
give me the wisdom to respond with training and grace rather than fear or rejection. Grow my
faith, and let me operate in proportion to it, neither shrinking back nor overreaching. Make me
teachable, and lead me to the kind of healthy growth that strengthens Your church. In Jesus'
name, amen.

Activation Step
Reflect on Romans 12:5–6 and the idea of growing "in proportion to your faith." Identify one
practical way to develop a gift this week — through study, practice, or seeking out someone
further along who can teach you — and take a first step, remembering that, per 1 Corinthians
14:31, the goal is to build others up.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

USHERED INTO THE CALL:
FINDING MY PROPHETIC PATH

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
This chapter is autobiographical, tracing how God directs a calling through His voice over time
— including the integrity required to never use prophecy to manipulate others, and the willing-
ness to walk away from doctrinal compromise.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

None. This chapter is narrative and testimonial; it does not directly quote or reference
any specific Bible verse.

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Because no Scripture is quoted or referenced in this chapter, there is no cited text to expound.
The chapter's spiritual substance lies in its testimony: that a genuine word from God will confirm
what is already stirring in a person rather than coerce them, and that prophetic integrity means
refusing to use revelation to control others. It also illustrates discerning God's voice over a
season and being willing to leave a situation when sound doctrine is abandoned. These themes
are presented as lived experience rather than as exposition of any particular verse.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. The chapter argues that a true word from God confirms what is "already stirring"
rather than forcing a decision. Where have you experienced confirmation versus
pressure, and how did you tell the difference?

2. The author kept a private word to himself rather than using it to influence Jessi. Is
there a situation where you've been tempted to use "spiritual" language to steer
someone toward what you wanted?

3. The chapter describes leaving a church when its leader drifted from core doctrine.
What would help you recognize that kind of drift, and what would it cost you to
respond as the author did?
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4. Looking at the long arc of the author's calling, how do you sense God has been
directing your own path over time, even through detours?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the difference between prophecy that confirms and prophecy that
manipulates. Why does the chapter treat manipulation as "one of the most dangerous
things a person can do with prophecy"?

2. The author and his wife went through a "season of hiddenness" with no safety net.
How has your group seen God use isolating or refining seasons in people's lives?

3. The chapter recounts walking away from compromise even at personal cost. How can
a group support someone facing a hard decision to leave something that has drifted
from the truth?

4. Since this chapter rests on testimony rather than a cited verse, discuss as a group how
you would test the claims and lessons here against Scripture you already know.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You speak and that You direct the steps of those who seek You. Teach me
to handle anything You reveal with integrity — never to manipulate or pressure others, but to
trust You to confirm Your word in their own hearts. Give me ears to discern Your voice over the
long course of my life, through the clear moments and the confusing detours alike. And give me
courage, like the kind described here, to walk away from compromise and hold to what is true,
whatever it costs. Align my heart with Yours, and lead me into the calling You designed for me.
In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Reflect on a time you sensed God directing you. Write out how that direction was either
confirmed or tested over time. Then consider one area now where you're seeking guidance, and
commit to seeking confirmation patiently — through prayer, Scripture, and trusted counsel —
rather than forcing an outcome.
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CHAPTER NINE

USHERED OUT OF THE CAVE:
THE PROPHETIC CALL TO

STAND UP AND MOVE FORWARD

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Drawing on Elijah's collapse after great victory, this chapter shows how God meets His servants
in their fear, discouragement, and isolation — correcting the lie that they are alone, and calling
them out of hiding back into their assignment.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Genesis 3:8 (referenced)
1 Kings 18:21 (NKJV)
1 Kings 18:39 (referenced)
1 Kings 19:9 (NKJV)
1 Kings 19:10 (NKJV)
1 Kings 19:13 (NKJV)
1 Kings 19:18 (NKJV)
2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Genesis 3:8 pictures God walking in the garden "in the cool of the day." The Elijah narrative
carries the chapter's weight: 1 Kings 18:21 records his challenge against wavering "between two
opinions," and 18:39 the people's confession after fire fell. Then comes the collapse — God's
question "What are you doing here, Elijah?" (1 Kings 19:9, repeated in 19:13) confronts Elijah
hiding in the cave, and Elijah's reply (19:10) reveals his belief that he alone is left. God corrects
this in 19:18: He has "reserved seven thousand" who have not bowed to Baal — Elijah was never
truly alone. 2 Timothy 1:7 names the antidote to the fear that drove him there: God gives "power
and of love and of a sound mind," not "a spirit of fear."
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. God's question to Elijah — "What are you doing here?" (1 Kings 19:9, 13) — is
gentle but probing. If God asked you that question right now, how would you
honestly answer?

2. Elijah believed "I alone am left" (1 Kings 19:10), but God corrected him (19:18).
Where have you been tempted to believe you're alone, and what does God's reply to
Elijah say to that?

3. 2 Timothy 1:7 contrasts a spirit of fear with power, love, and a sound mind. Which of
those three do you most need to take hold of in your current season?

4. 1 Kings 18:21 calls people not to "falter between two opinions." Is there an area
where you sense God asking you to stop wavering and decide?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the pattern in Elijah's story: a great victory (1 Kings 18:39) followed quickly
by fear and collapse. Why might the highest points sometimes precede the hardest
valleys, and how can a group watch out for one another in those moments?

2. God did not condemn Elijah in the cave but fed him, met him, and recommissioned
him (1 Kings 19). What does this reveal about how God treats His worn-out servants?

3. 1 Kings 19:18 names a hidden remnant of seven thousand. How can a group be part
of one another's "remnant" — visible proof that no one is truly alone?

4. Based on 2 Timothy 1:7, discuss how a community can help replace fear with "power
and of love and of a sound mind" rather than leaving someone to fight it in isolation.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, like Elijah, I have known moments of fear, exhaustion, and the temptation to hide and
believe I am alone. Thank You that You came to him not with rebuke but with food, rest, and
Your still, small voice — and that You reminded him of the thousands he didn't know were there.
Remind me, too, that I am not alone, that You have a people and a place for me. Drive out every
spirit of fear, and fill me with the power, love, and sound mind You promised. When You ask me,
"What are you doing here?", give me the courage to come out of the cave and step back into the
work You still have for me. In Jesus' name, amen.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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Activation Step
This chapter warns against isolation. This week, take one concrete step toward connection: reach
out to a trusted friend, pastor, or community, and tell someone honestly how you're really doing.
As you do, hold onto 1 Kings 19:18 — the truth that God has people around you whom you may
not yet see.

USHERED OUT OF THE CAVE: THE PROPHETIC CALL TO STAND UP AND MOVE FORWA…
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CHAPTER TEN

THE POWER OF
PROPHETIC SUCCESSION

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
A prophet's greatest legacy is not his own ministry but the next generation he anoints and
prepares; prophetic gifts are meant to be exercised in community and under accountability, never
in self-centered isolation.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Kings 19:15–16 (NKJV)
Ephesians 4:11–12 (referenced)
1 Samuel 10:11 (NKJV)
Malachi 4:5 (referenced)
2 Kings 9:20 (referenced)
2 Kings 9:32 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Kings 19:15–16 records that God's new assignment for Elijah was largely to anoint others —
Hazael, Jehu, and Elisha — making succession central to his calling. Ephesians 4:11–12 frames
the prophet as one gift among several in the body, not the only one. 1 Samuel 10:11 ("Is Saul also
among the prophets?") illustrates how the prophetic is stirred up in community. 2 Kings 9:20 and
9:32 show Jehu — anointed at Elijah's direction — carrying out what Elijah had prophesied,
demonstrating that Elijah's impact extended through the one he anointed. Malachi 4:5 is cited as
the verse a fallen prophet misapplied to himself, illustrating the danger of treating one's gift as
above correction.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. God's assignment to Elijah in 1 Kings 19:15–16 was mostly about anointing others.
How does that reframe what you might consider your most important "work"?
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2. Ephesians 4:11–12 places the prophet among other gifts, all serving the body. Where
might you be tempted to overvalue your own role or undervalue someone else's?

3. 1 Samuel 10:11 shows the prophetic being stirred in the company of others. Who
sharpens you spiritually, and are you in proximity to people who stir up your gift?

4. The chapter ties the misuse of Malachi 4:5 to a refusal of correction. How open are
you to correction, and what makes it hard to receive?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Kings 19:15–16. Why do you think God made "anointing successors" such
a large part of Elijah's final assignment, and what does that say about ministry that
outlasts a person?

2. Using Ephesians 4:11–12, talk about why no single gift is sufficient on its own. How
can your group make sure every gift is honored?

3. 1 Samuel 10:11 captures the surprise of seeing the Spirit move on someone
unexpected. How can a group stay open to God working through people they
wouldn't have predicted?

4. The chapter warns against the prophet who rejects accountability. As a group, discuss
what healthy accountability looks like and why "above correction" is such a
dangerous place to be.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that the work You give is rarely just about me — like Elijah, I am called to
pour into others and prepare those who come after. Guard me from the trap of self-importance,
where I begin to think my gift makes me central or beyond correction. Keep me planted among
Your people, where the prophetic is sharpened in community, and give me a humble heart that
welcomes accountability. Show me who You would have me encourage, train, or anoint, so that
whatever You've given me does not end with me. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Following the chapter's challenge — "Who are you anointing? Who are you training?" — iden-
tify one person you could intentionally encourage or help grow in their gifts. Take one practical
step this week to invest in them, modeling the succession seen in 1 Kings 19:15–16.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

THE POWER OF THE WORD
OF GOD IN THE PROPHETIC

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The written Word of God is the foundation and supreme standard of all prophetic ministry: faith
comes by the Word, the heart is cleansed by the Word, and what fills the heart will shape what
flows from the mouth.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Romans 12:6 (NKJV)
Romans 10:17 (NKJV)
Matthew 11:11 (NKJV)
Hebrews 4:12 (referenced)
John 1:14 (referenced)
Matthew 12:35, 34 (NKJV)
Psalm 51:10 (NKJV)
Psalm 119:9 (NKJV)
1 Peter 4:11 (referenced)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Romans 12:6 ties prophecy to "proportion to our faith," and Romans 10:17 sources that faith:
"faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God." Matthew 11:11 places John the
Baptist as the greatest Old Covenant prophet while declaring the least in the kingdom greater
still. Hebrews 4:12 describes the living, discerning power of the Word, and John 1:14 identifies
Jesus as "the Word made flesh." Matthew 12:35, 34 teaches that "out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks" — so what is stored within shapes what is spoken. Psalm 51:10 and
Psalm 119:9 address the cleansing of the heart, the latter through heeding God's word. 1 Peter
4:11 calls believers to speak "as the oracles of God."
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Romans 10:17 says "faith comes by hearing… the Word of God." How does this
connect the growth of your faith to your intake of Scripture?

2. Matthew 12:34 says "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks." What is
currently filling your heart most, and how is it shaping what comes out of your
mouth?

3. Psalm 51:10 is David's prayer for a clean heart. What in your own heart do you most
need God to cleanse and renew right now?

4. Psalm 119:9 ties cleansing to "taking heed" of God's word. Practically, what would
taking greater heed to Scripture look like in your daily life?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss Romans 10:17 together. Why do you think faith is tied to hearing the Word
rather than to feelings, signs, or experiences?

2. Matthew 11:11 makes a striking claim about those in the kingdom being "greater
than" John the Baptist. As a group, discuss what access to "the Word in full
revelation" means for believers today.

3. Hebrews 4:12 describes the Word as living and active. Where has your group seen
Scripture "come alive" in a way that addressed a real situation?

4. The chapter cautions against elevating a prophetic gift above the written Word. Using
1 Peter 4:11, discuss how a group can keep Scripture as the anchor rather than
chasing spectacular experiences.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, Your Word is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, and I want to be a
person shaped by it. Let faith grow in me as I hear and receive Your Word. Create in me a clean
heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me; cleanse my way by helping me take heed to
what You have said. Fill my heart so full of Scripture that what overflows from my mouth is
faith, not fear or bitterness. Keep me anchored in Your Word, never elevating any gift or experi-
ence above it, so that whatever I speak would echo the oracles of God. In Jesus' name, amen.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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Activation Step
Take Psalm 119:9 and Matthew 12:34 to heart this week by intentionally "feeding" on Scripture.
Choose a passage to read daily and even commit a few verses to memory, so the Word increas-
ingly fills your heart. Notice how this affects what you find yourself thinking and saying.

THE POWER OF THE WORD OF GOD IN THE PROPHETIC
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CHAPTER TWELVE

PRACTICAL STEPS TO OPERATING
IN THE GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Growing in the prophetic is a humble, teachable process: because believers see and prophesy
only in part, words must be tested and judged, fear of being wrong must be overcome, and the
gifts are best developed within the accountability of a local church.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 13:9–12 (referenced)
Deuteronomy 18:20 (referenced)
1 Corinthians 14:29 (NKJV)
1 Thessalonians 5:20–21 (referenced)
1 Thessalonians 5:12 (KJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 13:9–12 establishes the humble starting point: we "prophesy in part" and "see
through a glass dimly," which justifies tentative language like "I feel" rather than presumptuous
declarations. Deuteronomy 18:20 recalls the severe Old Covenant standard for a false prophet,
contrasted with the New Covenant pattern of 1 Corinthians 14:29 — "let two or three prophets
speak and let the others judge" — showing that New Testament prophecy is to be weighed, not
treated as infallible. 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21 reinforces this with the call to test all things and
hold fast what is good. 1 Thessalonians 5:12 ("Know them which labor among you") grounds the
prophetic in relationship and accountability within a church family.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 13:9–12 says we know and prophesy "in part." How does embracing
your own limited perspective change the way you'd share something you sense
from God?
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2. 1 Corinthians 14:29 says prophecy is to be judged by others. Are you genuinely open
to having your impressions weighed and tested? What makes that hard?

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21 pairs "do not despise prophecies" with "test all things." How
do you hold both — openness and discernment — at the same time?

4. 1 Thessalonians 5:12 calls believers to know those who labor among them. How
connected and accountable are you within a local church?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the contrast between Deuteronomy 18:20 and 1 Corinthians 14:29. How does
understanding the difference between Old and New Covenant standards free people to
grow without fear, while still requiring discernment?

2. The chapter encourages starting with "I feel" rather than "Thus saith the Lord," rooted
in 1 Corinthians 13:9–12. How could your group create a safe environment to practice
and give honest feedback?

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:20–21 calls for testing all things. As a group, how would you go
about lovingly "judging" a word someone shares?

4. Using 1 Thessalonians 5:12, discuss why accountability and being known matter
before someone seeks to be recognized for a gift.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that I don't have to have it all figured out to begin walking with You — I see in
part and know in part, and that is okay. Give me the humility to speak tentatively where I should,
the courage to step out in faith anyway, and the teachability to let others test and judge what I
sense. Free me from the fear of being wrong, and from the pride of thinking I'm always right.
Plant me in a church family where I'm known and accountable, and let me grow slowly and
safely. Hold fast in me what is good, and refine away what is not. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
This week, practice the chapter's gentle approach. When you pray for someone, follow a quiet
impression and offer it humbly — "I feel led to pray for ___; does that connect with anything?"
— remembering 1 Corinthians 13:9. Afterward, invite honest feedback, living out the "test all
things" of 1 Thessalonians 5:21.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

THE POWER OF IMPARTATION

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Spiritual anointing is transferable and can be imparted, but it comes not cheaply or automatically
— it flows out of faithful service, honor, and relationship, as illustrated by Elisha's years of
serving Elijah.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

No specific chapter-and-verse citations appear in this chapter. It narratively references
two biblical accounts without citing them: the weight of God's glory ("kabod") filling
the temple at Solomon's dedication, and Elisha serving Elijah (including the language
of the "double portion").

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Because the chapter cites no verse references, there is no quoted text to expound. Its spiritual
substance rests on two biblical accounts it mentions by event. First, the glory ("kabod") at the
dedication of Solomon's temple — the presence of God so weighty that the priests could not
stand to minister — is used to describe the overwhelming weight of God's presence. Second, the
account of Elisha serving Elijah is held up as the model of how impartation comes: through faith-
ful, humble service over time, not through a single prayer-line moment. The chapter draws the
lesson that the "double portion" sort of anointing is given to those who have served and honored,
as Elisha did.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. The chapter recalls Elisha serving Elijah faithfully through "the ups and downs"
before receiving anything. Where in your life is God asking for faithful service before
promotion or impartation?

2. The author describes caring more about a new jacket than the anointing — until God's
presence overwhelmed him. What "new jacket" might be competing for your
attention when God wants to clothe you with something greater?
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3. The chapter insists impartation "doesn't come cheap." How does linking spiritual
growth to service and honor reshape your expectations about receiving from God?

4. Elisha knew Elijah's "humanity" and "served him anyway." How do you respond
when you see the flaws of those God has placed over or alongside you?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the account of the glory filling Solomon's temple, which the chapter invokes.
What does it mean for God's presence to be so "weighty" that human effort has to
stop?

2. The Elisha-and-Elijah relationship is the chapter's central model. As a group, talk
about what faithful, long-term service looks like in practice today.

3. The chapter says some things can be taught but impartation must be caught "in the
atmosphere where the anointing is flowing." How do you balance learning about the
things of God with being around the people of God?

4. Since this chapter rests on biblical narrative rather than cited verses, discuss as a
group how you might go back to the actual accounts of Solomon's temple and of
Elijah and Elisha in your own Bibles to study them more fully.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, like Elisha, I want to be the kind of person You can entrust with more — faithful in serv-
ing, willing to honor those You've placed in my life, even when I see their humanity. Forgive me
for the times I've cared more about lesser things, my own "new coat," than about Your presence.
Clothe me instead with what truly matters. Let me not chase shortcuts or quick impartations, but
build my life on faithful service and genuine relationship. And when Your weighty presence
comes near, let me yield to it fully rather than holding back. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Following the example of Elisha's service, identify one way you can serve faithfully and without
recognition this week — in your church, family, or community. Commit to it as an act of honor
rather than a means to get something, trusting God with what He imparts in His timing.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY

34



CHAPTER FOURTEEN

HONOR THE PROPHET,
RECEIVE THE GIFT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Honor is a spiritual principle — God's gifts are carried in imperfect, "earthen vessels," and those
who honor His servants and value His gifts position themselves to receive, while never treating
the anointing as something that can be bought.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Samuel 9:8–9 (NKJV)
James 5:14–15 (NKJV)
1 Timothy 5:17 (referenced)
2 Corinthians 4:7 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Samuel 9:8–9 recounts Saul and his servant not going before the seer (prophet) empty-handed,
and explains the older term "seer" for one now called a prophet — the chapter draws from this
the principle of bringing honor to a man of God. 1 Timothy 5:17 is cited for the teaching that
those who "labor in the Word and ministry" are worthy of "double honor." James 5:14–15 is
referenced regarding ministering to and blessing one another (the passage itself describes elders
praying over and anointing the sick, with the prayer of faith raising them up). 2 Corinthians 4:7
anchors the chapter's central caution and comfort: "we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us" — God's gifts reside in flawed human
beings, so the glory belongs to Him.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. In 1 Samuel 9:8–9, Saul refuses to approach the prophet empty-handed. What does
honoring those who minister to you look like in your own life?

2. 2 Corinthians 4:7 says the treasure is held "in earthen vessels." How do you respond
when you discover the human weaknesses of someone God has used in your life?
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3. The chapter says honor is never a way to "buy" the anointing. Where is the line, in
your mind, between honoring someone and trying to manipulate or purchase a
spiritual outcome?

4. 1 Timothy 5:17 speaks of "double honor" for those who labor in the Word. Who has
labored over you spiritually, and have you expressed honor to them?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the principle the chapter draws from 1 Samuel 9:8–9. Why might honor
"position" a person to receive, and how can a group practice honor without it
becoming transactional?

2. 2 Corinthians 4:7 reminds us the power "may be of God and not of us." As a group,
how does this keep both leaders and followers from misplacing glory or expectations?

3. The chapter teaches "honor up, honor down, honor all around." How could your
group cultivate that kind of culture, especially honor toward peers and those you
lead?

4. The chapter also clarifies that honor "doesn't mean ignoring sin." How do you hold
honor and discernment together, refusing to honor rebellion while still valuing God's
calling on imperfect people?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You entrust Your treasure to earthen vessels, so that the surpassing power
is clearly Yours and not ours. Teach me to honor — to value what You are doing through Your
servants without idolizing them, and to look past human weakness to the calling You've placed
on a life. Keep me from ever trying to buy or manipulate what only You can give. Make my life
one of honor: up toward those who lead me, around toward my brothers and sisters, and down
toward those I serve. And let the glory always return to You alone. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Reflecting on 1 Timothy 5:17 and the chapter's call to honor, choose one person who has
invested in you spiritually — a pastor, mentor, or faithful friend — and express genuine, specific
honor to them this week through a note, words, or a tangible gesture, with no agenda other than
gratitude.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

THE KEY TO FLOWING
IN ALL SPIRITUAL GIFTS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Love is the master key to operating in the gifts of the Spirit. Because God is love, faith and every
spiritual gift work by love — making love, not performance or pride, the right motivation for
prophecy and ministry.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 14:1 (NKJV)
1 John 4:8 (referenced)
Galatians 5:6 (referenced)
1 Corinthians 13:8 (referenced)
Zechariah 13:7 (NKJV)
Romans 5:5 (referenced)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 14:1 sets the order: "Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you
may prophesy" — love comes first. 1 John 4:8 grounds this in God's nature ("God is love"), and
Galatians 5:6 explains the mechanism: faith "works by love." 1 Corinthians 13:8 establishes
love's permanence — prophecies, tongues, and knowledge will pass away, "but love will never
fail." Zechariah 13:7 ("Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will scatter") frames the wounding that
ministry can bring, which the chapter warns can erode a person's "love walk." Romans 5:5 is the
chapter's closing prayer point: God's love is "shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit."

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 14:1 places love before the desire for gifts. When you long to be used
by God, how honestly can you say love is your primary motive?

2. Galatians 5:6 says "faith works by love." How might a lack of love be quietly limiting
the way your faith functions?
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3. The chapter warns of "stricken shepherd syndrome," drawing on Zechariah 13:7.
Where have past wounds tempted you to withdraw your love from people?

4. 1 Corinthians 13:8 says love "never fails" while gifts pass away. How does that
reorder what you value most about your spiritual life?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Corinthians 14:1 together. Why do you think Paul commands pursuing love
and desiring gifts, rather than choosing one over the other?

2. 1 John 4:8 says "God is love." As a group, talk about how knowing God's own nature
reshapes how you'd want to use any gift He gives.

3. The chapter ties woundedness (Zechariah 13:7) to a fading love walk. How can a
group help one another guard their hearts and keep loving after being hurt in ministry
or relationships?

4. Reflect on the testimony of following "the flow of love." How might your group
become more sensitive to compassion as a prompting toward action?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, You are love, and everything You do flows from it — You heal, You speak, You deliver
because You love people. Shed Your love abroad in my heart by the Holy Spirit, and make love
my first pursuit, ahead of any gift or recognition. Where I've been wounded and tempted to grow
cold, heal me, so that I don't become a stricken shepherd going through the motions without love.
Let my faith work by love, and let everything I do for You be fueled by genuine compassion
rather than pride or performance. Keep me anchored in the love that never fails. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
This week, practice "following the flow of love." When you sense compassion welling up toward
a particular person, act on it — pray for them, reach out, or serve them — treating that prompting
as the Spirit's leading. Let love, as 1 Corinthians 14:1 instructs, be what you pursue first.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

DESIRE SPIRITUAL GIFTS: THE
GATEWAY TO THE SUPERNATURAL

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
While love is the foundation, earnest desire is the door through which the gifts of the Spirit flow.
God commands believers to desire spiritual gifts — the fruit and the gifts of the Spirit are meant
to operate together, not in opposition.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 14:1 (NKJV)
Galatians 5:22–23 (referenced)
2 Kings 4 (referenced — the Shunammite woman)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 14:1 — repeated from the prior chapter — commands believers to "desire spiritual
gifts," showing that wanting them is not selfish but obedient. Galatians 5:22–23 lists the fruit of
the Spirit (love, joy, peace, and the rest), which the chapter insists were never meant to stand
apart from the gifts; both are intended to operate together, like character and power. 2 Kings 4
supplies the account of the Shunammite woman, who, after her miracle son died, refused to
speak death and declared "It is well," riding to the prophet Elisha in faith — a picture of holding
onto a prophetic word against a hopeless report.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 14:1 frames desire for spiritual gifts as a command, not merely an
option. How does seeing it that way challenge any reluctance you've had to seek the
gifts?

2. The chapter pairs the fruit of Galatians 5:22–23 with the gifts. Have you ever felt
pressure to choose one over the other? What would it look like to value both?

3. The Shunammite woman in 2 Kings 4 declared "It is well" before she saw her answer.
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What "bad report" in your life might God be calling you to meet with faith rather than
resignation?

4. The chapter says, "Show me what someone desires, and I'll show you the direction
their life is moving." What do your desires reveal about the direction yours is
heading?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Corinthians 14:1 as a group. Why might some believers be uncomfortable
"desiring" gifts, and how does Scripture address that hesitation?

2. Using Galatians 5:22–23, talk about the relationship between character (fruit) and
power (gifts). What happens to a person or church that emphasizes one and neglects
the other?

3. The Shunammite woman's story (2 Kings 4) shows persistence in faith. As a group,
share times you've had to "hold onto a word" through a long, uncertain wait.

4. The chapter argues that people genuinely need the gifts. How can your group keep the
focus of any gift on serving others' real needs?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, You command me to desire spiritual gifts, so I bring that desire honestly before You —
not for show or pride, but because people around me need Your touch. Grow in me both the fruit
of Your Spirit and the gifts, character and power together, so that I am neither powerless nor
shallow. Give me the faith of the Shunammite woman, who declared "It is well" before she saw
her miracle. Stir a holy hunger in me, and use me as a vessel through whom You speak, heal, and
move. Don't let any religious mindset quench what You want to do through me. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
Take 1 Corinthians 14:1 seriously this week: in prayer, honestly express your desire for the gifts
of the Spirit, asking God to grow both His fruit and His gifts in you. Then, like the Shunammite
woman in 2 Kings 4, identify one situation where you'll choose to speak faith — "It is well" —
instead of agreeing with a hopeless report.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

ESPECIALLY THAT
YOU MIGHT PROPHESY

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Paul gives prophecy a special priority among the gifts because it edifies, exhorts, and comforts
— it builds up the church and individual believers, and serves as a gateway that can unlock the
other gifts of the Spirit.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 14:1 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:3 (NKJV)
Proverbs 25:11 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:4–5 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 14:1 again sets the priority — pursue love and desire gifts, "especially that you
may prophesy." 1 Corinthians 14:3 defines what prophecy does: it "speaks edification and exhor-
tation and comfort to men" — building up, lifting up, and strengthening. Proverbs 25:11 illus-
trates the beauty and timeliness of the right word: "A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
settings of silver." 1 Corinthians 14:4–5 contrasts tongues (which edify oneself) with prophecy
(which "edifies the church"), and records Paul's wish that all would prophesy, calling the one
who prophesies "greater" because the church receives edification. The chapter's emphasis is that
prophecy's God-given purpose is to build others up.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 14:3 says prophecy brings "edification and exhortation and comfort."
When was the last time a timely word built you up, and how did it affect you?

2. Proverbs 25:11 compares "a word fitly spoken" to "apples of gold." How carefully do
you weigh the timing and aim of your words to others?
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3. 1 Corinthians 14:4–5 distinguishes what edifies oneself from what edifies the church.
How do you balance personal spiritual growth with building up others?

4. Paul says he wished all would prophesy (1 Corinthians 14:5). Do you tend to think of
prophecy as something for "others," or as something you too could be used in to
encourage someone?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Break down the three purposes in 1 Corinthians 14:3 — edification, exhortation,
comfort. As a group, give examples of what each looks like in everyday
encouragement.

2. Discuss Proverbs 25:11. What makes a word "fitly spoken," and how can a group
grow in speaking the right thing at the right time?

3. 1 Corinthians 14:4–5 emphasizes building up the church. How can your group make
sure spiritual gifts serve the whole body rather than just individuals?

4. The chapter laments that some churches have "pushed the prophetic out." How can a
group recover a healthy, biblical practice of encouraging one another prophetically
while keeping Scripture central?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You speak to build up, to lift up, and to comfort Your people. Make me
someone who edifies others rather than tears them down — let my words be "apples of gold,"
fitly spoken at the right moment. Stir in me the desire Paul urged, especially to prophesy, not for
attention but so that Your church and the weary around me are strengthened. Where discourage-
ment has settled in, let Your word break through and release fresh vision. Use me to remind
someone that You see them, know their name, and have not forgotten them. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
Looking at the three purposes of prophecy in 1 Corinthians 14:3, choose one person this week
who seems weary or stuck. Ask God for a "word fitly spoken" (Proverbs 25:11) — a genuine,
Scripture-aligned encouragement — and deliver it intentionally, aiming to edify, exhort, or
comfort them.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

SIGNS AND WONDERS WILL FOLLOW

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The gospel is meant to come not merely in persuasive words but in the demonstration of God's
power. Signs and wonders confirm the message, open hard hearts, and follow those who believe
— yet the ultimate goal is salvation, not the miracles themselves.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 2:4–5 (NKJV)
Mark 16:17–18 (KJV)
John 9:13–17 (NKJV)
John 9:25 (NKJV)
Luke 10:17 (NKJV)
Luke 10:20 (NKJV)
Zechariah 4:6 (NKJV)
Acts 3:2–8 (NKJV)
Acts 3:6 (NKJV)
Acts 10:38 (NKJV)
Mark 16:18 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 2:4–5 anchors the chapter: Paul's preaching came "in demonstration of the Spirit
and of power" so that faith would rest "in the power of God," not human wisdom. Mark 16:17–
18 promises signs following believers. John 9:13–17 and 9:25 recount the man born blind, whose
simple testimony — "though I was blind, now I see" — proved harder to refute than any argu-
ment. Acts 3:2–8 and 3:6 show Peter and John healing the lame man ("rise up and walk"), a
miracle that opened the door to mass salvation. Yet Luke 10:17 and 10:20 record Jesus redi-
recting His disciples: rejoice not that demons submit, but "that your names are written in heav-
en." Zechariah 4:6 — "Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit" — names the true source,
Acts 10:38 describes Jesus anointed with the Spirit and power, and Mark 16:18 promises that
believers "will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover."
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 2:4–5 contrasts persuasive words with demonstrated power. Where do
you tend to rely on argument or eloquence rather than on God's power?

2. The healed man in John 9:25 simply testified, "though I was blind, now I see." What
is the personal, undeniable testimony of what God has done in your life?

3. Luke 10:20 redirects rejoicing away from spiritual power and toward salvation ("your
names are written in heaven"). How do you keep the right things at the center of your
faith?

4. Zechariah 4:6 says "Not by might… but by My Spirit." In what area are you currently
tempted to rely on your own strength instead of God's Spirit?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Corinthians 2:4–5. Why might a faith built on "the wisdom of men" be
fragile, and what does it mean to build it on "the power of God"?

2. In Acts 3:2–8, a single miracle led to a public proclamation and many being saved.
As a group, talk about how God's power can open doors that words alone cannot.

3. Jesus' correction in Luke 10:17–20 keeps souls, not signs, as the goal. How can a
group celebrate God's power while guarding against making the supernatural an end
in itself?

4. The man in John 9 faced hostility for his testimony. How can your group support one
another in testifying simply and boldly to what God has done, even when met with
skepticism?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, I don't want a faith built only on clever words and arguments, but one resting on Your
power. Like Paul, let my life and witness demonstrate Your Spirit, so that faith would rest in You
and not in human wisdom. Anoint me, as Jesus was anointed, to do good and to bless others. Yet
keep my heart fixed on what matters most — not on signs for their own sake, but on souls,
rejoicing that names are written in heaven. Remind me always: not by my might or power, but by
Your Spirit. Use my simple testimony, "I once was blind, but now I see," to point others to You.
In Jesus' name, amen.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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Activation Step
Following the example of the healed man in John 9:25, write out your own clear, simple testi-
mony of what God has done in your life — "I once was ___, but now I ___." Practice sharing it
in a sentence or two, and look for one opportunity this week to share it with someone, trusting
God's power to move (1 Corinthians 2:4–5).

SIGNS AND WONDERS WILL FOLLOW
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CHAPTER NINETEEN

SIGNS OF A COMING REVIVAL

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
This chapter is testimonial, recounting how believed prophetic words coupled with prayer
prepare the way for revival, and describing the signs that precede a true move of God: hunger,
conviction of sin, prayer, supernatural manifestations, and salvations.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

None. This chapter is narrative and testimonial; it does not directly quote or reference
any specific Bible verse.

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Because no Scripture is quoted or referenced in this chapter, there is no cited text to expound. Its
spiritual substance is drawn from testimony and from history: that revival is consistently
preceded by a remnant who hunger and contend for it in prayer, and that a prophetic word, once
believed, must be partnered with prayer to come to pass. The chapter also describes restoration
after betrayal through prophetic ministry, and lists what the author identifies as recognizable
signs that a move of God is near. These are presented as lived experience and observation rather
than exposition of a particular verse.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. The chapter argues that "revival comes when the people of God contend for it." What
would contending in prayer look like in your own life or church right now?

2. The author received both exposure of his wounds and words of restoration. Where do
you need not just acknowledgment of past hurt, but genuine restoration?

3. The chapter says a prophetic word "had to be agreed with" and "prayed into being." Is
there a promise or sense of direction you've received that you've been waiting on
passively rather than partnering with through prayer?

4. Of the listed signs of revival — hunger, conviction, prayer, manifestations, salvations
— which do you most long to see in your own community?
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. The chapter recalls that great revivals were preceded by sustained prayer. As a group,
discuss what it would mean to cultivate that kind of hunger and intercession together.

2. The author speaks honestly about betrayal in long-term ministry. How can a group
create a safe place for one another to process loss while still moving toward healing?

3. Discuss the relationship between believing a word from God and acting on it. Why
might agreement and prayer be necessary rather than passive waiting?

4. Since this chapter rests on testimony rather than cited Scripture, discuss as a group
how you would weigh and test claims about revival and prophecy against the Bible
you already know.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, stir in me a hunger that is not satisfied with church as usual. Like the remnants before
every great move of Your Spirit, teach me to contend for revival in prayer rather than merely
wishing for it. Where I've been wounded by betrayal or loss, bring not just acknowledgment but
true restoration to my heart. Help me to partner with what You've spoken — to agree with it,
pray it through, and stand in faith until it comes to pass. Soften my heart with conviction, fill my
mouth with intercession, and let me be found in the middle of whatever You are doing, not on the
outside looking in. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
This week, begin (or recommit to) a focused time of prayer for revival — in your own heart first,
then your family, church, or community. Drawing on the chapter's pattern, take one promise or
sense of direction you've been waiting on and start actively praying it into being rather than
waiting passively.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY
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CHAPTER TWENTY

POSITION YOURSELF AS A RECEIVER

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Faith is not passive — believers are receivers who actively position themselves to take hold of
God's promises. Like a receiver running a route, we look expectantly for fulfillment and declare
it done at the first sign, believing we receive what we ask in prayer.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Psalm 118:17 (referenced)
James 5:16 (NKJV)
Psalm 86:17 (NKJV)
1 Kings 18:41–44 (NKJV)
Mark 11:24 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Psalm 118:17 — "You will live and not die, and declare the works of the Lord" — is the
prophetic word the chapter centers on. James 5:16 affirms that "the effective, fervent prayer of a
righteous man avails much," undergirding the chapter's emphasis on prayer. Psalm 86:17 is
David's own request for "a sign for good," modeling that asking God for confirmation is not
unspiritual. 1 Kings 18:41–44 shows Elijah declaring rain by faith before any evidence appeared,
then sending his servant to look seven times until a small cloud arose — illustrating active
expectancy. Mark 11:24 ties it together: "believe that you receive them, and you will have them"
— receiving begins with believing.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Mark 11:24 says to "believe that you receive… and you will have them." How is
believing you've already received different from merely hoping?

2. In 1 Kings 18:43–44, Elijah sent his servant to look seven times. Where might God be
calling you to keep "looking" expectantly rather than giving up after the first or
second time?
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3. James 5:16 connects fervent prayer to effectiveness. How would you describe the
fervency of your own prayer life right now?

4. The chapter says "a believer is a receiver." In what area do you sense you've been
passively waiting rather than actively positioning yourself to receive?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the picture in 1 Kings 18:41–44. What does Elijah's behavior — declaring
rain before the cloud appeared, then persistently looking — teach a group about faith
and patience together?

2. Psalm 86:17 shows David asking God for a sign. As a group, discuss the difference
between healthy faith-confirmation and an unhealthy demand for constant signs (the
chapter notes the author is "led by the Word… not by signs").

3. James 5:16 highlights corporate, fervent prayer. How can your group grow in praying
with that kind of expectancy for one another?

4. Mark 11:24 calls for believing prayer. Share examples of how your group can
encourage one another to "take hold" in faith rather than remaining passive.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, teach me to be a receiver and not just a wisher. Like Elijah, help me to declare in faith
what You have promised even before I see the evidence, and to keep looking expectantly until
the smallest cloud appears. Stir in me the fervent, effective prayer that avails much. When doubt
tells me to give up after one or two looks, give me the persistence to look again and again. I
believe that when I ask in prayer according to Your will, I receive it. Position my heart, my eyes,
and my expectancy to catch everything You are sending. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Following Elijah's example in 1 Kings 18:43–44, identify one promise or prayer you've been
waiting on. This week, "send your servant to look" — keep praying and watching expectantly for
even small signs of movement, and when you see one, agree with God and declare it, rather than
waiting for the full storm to arrive.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE

SIGNS FOR GOOD—THE
RETURN OF THE PRODIGALS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God is wild about lost things. He is not willing that any should perish, and like the father in the
parable, He watches the road for wandering sons and daughters — drawing prodigals home as a
central sign of true revival.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Luke 15:12–24 (NKJV)
Romans 12:6 (referenced)
Isaiah 55:11 (referenced)
2 Peter 3:9 (NKJV)
Luke 15 (the three parables) and Luke 15:8 (referenced)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Luke 15:12–24 — the parable of the prodigal son — is the chapter's centerpiece: the son wastes
everything, "comes to himself," resolves to return, and is met by a father who runs to him with
compassion, restoring him fully ("this my son was dead and is alive again"). The chapter ties this
to the other two parables of Luke 15 (the lost sheep and the lost coin, including the woman who
"lit a lamp" in Luke 15:8) to show God's heart for the lost. 2 Peter 3:9 grounds the urgency: God
is "not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance." Romans 12:6 ("we
prophesy in proportion to our faith") and Isaiah 55:11 (God's word does not return void) frame
the chapter's account of declaring names by faith even before seeing results.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. In Luke 15:20, the father "saw him… and ran." How does this image of the running,
watching father compare with how you picture God's posture toward returning sinners
— or toward you?
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2. The prodigal "came to himself" (Luke 15:17). Have you witnessed (in your own life
or another's) that moment of awakening that turns a heart back toward home?

3. 2 Peter 3:9 says God is "not willing that any should perish." Is there a "prodigal"
you've been praying for? How does this verse shape your hope and persistence?

4. Isaiah 55:11 says God's word "does not return void." How does that encourage you to
keep speaking truth and praying even when you see no immediate result?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Walk through the three parables of Luke 15 together. What does the repeated theme of
searching and rejoicing reveal about God's heart for the lost?

2. The father in Luke 15:22–24 restores the son completely — robe, ring, sandals,
celebration. As a group, discuss what full restoration of a returning prodigal should
look like in a church community.

3. 2 Peter 3:9 stresses God's patience and desire for all to repent. How can your group
reflect that same patience toward those who have wandered?

4. The chapter declares names in faith. Drawing on Isaiah 55:11, discuss how a group
can persist in believing prayer for loved ones who are far from God.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You are the God of the lost and found, watching the road for every
wanderer, ready to run with compassion the moment they turn home. You are not willing that any
should perish, but that all would come to repentance. I lift up the prodigals on my heart — bring
them to themselves, awaken their senses, and draw them back by Your Spirit. Restore them fully,
not as servants but as sons and daughters. And give me the faith to keep declaring Your truth and
praying, trusting that Your word does not return void. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Following the heart of Luke 15 and 2 Peter 3:9, write down the name of one "prodigal" you're
believing for. Commit to praying for them by name daily this week, and ask God for one specific
way you might show them the running-father kind of love and welcome.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

THE NIGHT THE GLORY STEPPED IN

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God orders the steps of His people, leading them through seasons of waiting toward a
"suddenly." The dramatic outpouring at Pentecost was preceded by patient tarrying — and those
who endure and steward His presence with holy reverence experience the weighty glory of God.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Psalm 37:23 (NKJV)
Acts 2:2 (NKJV)
Luke 24:49 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Psalm 37:23 — "The steps of a righteous man are ordered by the Lord" — frames the chapter's
theme that God leads progressively, step by step. Acts 2:2 captures the "suddenly" of Pentecost:
"Suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind." But the chapter pairs
this with Luke 24:49, Jesus' instruction to "tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued
with power from on high" — the waiting that preceded the outpouring. The point drawn out is
that the celebrated "suddenly" came only after obedient tarrying, and that only those with
"staying power" were present when the fire fell.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Psalm 37:23 says steps are "ordered by the Lord." Looking back, how have you seen
God lead you step by step rather than all at once?

2. Luke 24:49 records the command to "tarry… until." What does it mean for you to
wait on God's timing rather than rushing ahead?

3. Acts 2:2 describes a "suddenly," but the chapter highlights the 50 days of waiting
before it. How do you tend to respond during the waiting seasons between God's
promises and their fulfillment?

4. The chapter speaks of "stewarding the glory" with holy reverence. When you sense
God moving, how do you guard against treating it casually or trying to control it?
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the relationship between Luke 24:49 (tarrying) and Acts 2:2 (the suddenly).
Why do you think God so often pairs waiting with breakthrough?

2. Psalm 37:23 speaks of ordered steps. As a group, share examples of how God
connected seemingly small steps into a larger path over time.

3. The chapter warns against the "churchus" — when the holy becomes a performance
through pride, fatigue, or control. How can a group help keep reverence and
authenticity at the center when God moves powerfully?

4. Only 120 of 500-plus stayed for Pentecost. As a group, discuss what "staying power"
looks like in the Christian life and how you can encourage endurance in one another.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You order my steps, leading me faithfully even through the seasons I don't
understand. Teach me to tarry as the disciples did — to wait on You until I am endued with
power, rather than running ahead in my own strength. Give me staying power, so that I am still
standing and still believing when the "suddenly" comes. And when Your presence draws near,
give me holy reverence to steward it well, never treating the sacred casually or trying to control
what only You can do. Let the weight of Your glory rest on my life and home. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
Reflect on Luke 24:49 and the discipline of tarrying. This week, set aside intentional, unhurried
time simply to wait on God in prayer and worship — without an agenda or a request, just to seek
His presence — practicing the staying power that precedes a "suddenly."
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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

BEHOLD THE LAMB

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The heart of revival and of prophetic ministry is to reveal Jesus — the Lamb of God. What we
behold, we become; and Scripture presents the many facets of who Jesus is, calling us to gaze
upon Him until we are transformed into His image.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

John 1:29 (NKJV)
Revelation 19:10 (NKJV)
John 1:14–18 (NKJV)
Revelation 13:8 (NKJV)
1 Peter 1:19 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV)
Revelation 5:6 (NKJV)
Revelation 7:9–10 (NKJV)
Revelation 17:14 (NKJV)
Revelation 6:16–17 (NKJV)
John 10:9 (NKJV)
John 14:6 (NKJV)
John 6:48, 51 (NKJV)
John 7:37 (NKJV)
John 10:11 (NKJV)
John 15:5 (NKJV)
John 8:12 (NKJV)
Revelation 3:7 (NKJV)
John 14:9 (NKJV)
Romans 13:14 (referenced)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
John 1:29 is the chapter's anchor — "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world!" Revelation 19:10 establishes that "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy," so all
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true prophetic ministry points to Him. John 1:14–18 declares the Word made flesh, "full of grace
and truth," through whom we receive His fullness. The chapter then gathers a sweep of Scripture
portraying Christ: the eternal, spotless, Passover, slain, adored, triumphant, and wrathful Lamb
(Revelation 13:8; 1 Peter 1:19; 1 Corinthians 5:7; Revelation 5:6; 7:9–10; 17:14; 6:16–17), and
the great "I am" declarations of John's Gospel — the Door, the Way, the Bread, the Living Water,
the Good Shepherd, the True Vine, the Light, and the revelation of the Father (John 10:9; 14:6;
6:48, 51; 7:37; 10:11; 15:5; 8:12; 14:9), plus the Key of David (Revelation 3:7). Romans 13:14
— "putting on the Lord Jesus Christ" — describes being clothed in Him.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. John 1:29 calls us to "behold" the Lamb, and the chapter says, "What we behold, we
become." What has been capturing most of your gaze lately, and how is it shaping
you?

2. Revelation 19:10 says "the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy." How does
that reframe the purpose of any spiritual gift — to point to Christ rather than to
ourselves?

3. Among the many portraits of Jesus listed (the Door, the Bread, the Living Water, the
Good Shepherd, and others), which one most meets a need in your life right now,
and why?

4. John 1:16 says "of His fullness we have all received." Where do you need to receive
more fully from the grace the chapter describes?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the phrase from John 1:29, "the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world." As a group, reflect on what it means that Jesus takes away sin, not merely
covers it.

2. Walk through several of the "I am" statements from John's Gospel (10:9; 14:6; 6:48;
8:12; 10:11; 15:5). How do these images together give a fuller picture of who
Jesus is?

3. Revelation 19:10 places Jesus at the center of all prophecy. How can your group keep
Christ — not experiences or gifts — as the focus of your spiritual life?

4. The chapter describes a transformation so deep it felt like being "born again, again."
As a group, discuss how beholding Jesus more clearly has changed people's desires
and priorities.
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, give me a fresh revelation of Jesus. I want to behold the Lamb of God who takes away
the sin of the world, to gaze on Him until I begin to reflect Him. Thank You that of His fullness I
have received grace upon grace. Let everything in my life — every gift, every word, every effort
— point back to Him, for the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Open my eyes to see
Him as my Door, my Bread, my Shepherd, my Light, and my Way. Clothe me in Christ, and let
me carry His image and reveal Him to others. There is no one like Jesus. In His name, amen.

Activation Step
Drawing on the chapter's many portraits of Christ, choose two or three of the "I am" statements
(such as John 10:11, John 8:12, or John 15:5) and meditate on one each day this week. Spend a
few minutes simply "beholding" — focusing your attention on who Jesus is in that picture — and
journal how it reshapes your perspective.

BEHOLD THE LAMB
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR

RADICAL SACRIFICE—WHEN
GENEROSITY UNLOCKS GLORY

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
True revival touches the wallet as well as the heart, breaking the grip of materialism and
producing radical, willing generosity. Giving is sacred obedience and stewardship — and faith-
fulness with material things is a test that prepares us for true spiritual riches.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Chronicles 29:9 (NKJV)
Acts 4:34–35 (NKJV)
Acts 5 (referenced — Ananias and Sapphira)
Romans 12:1 (NKJV)
Luke 16:11 (referenced)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Chronicles 29:9 describes the people rejoicing because "with a loyal heart they had offered
willingly to the Lord" — generosity flowing from a willing heart, not compulsion. Acts 4:34–35
shows the early church's radical sharing, laying proceeds "at the apostles' feet" so that no one
lacked. The chapter notes that Acts 5 (Ananias and Sapphira) immediately follows, marking
giving as "sacred obedience" attended by the fear of the Lord — the issue there being deceit, not
the amount given. Romans 12:1 calls believers to "present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy,
acceptable to God," extending sacrifice beyond money to the whole self. Luke 16:11 poses the
sobering test: if we cannot be trusted with material things, how will we be entrusted with "true
riches"?

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Chronicles 29:9 ties joy to giving "willingly" with "a loyal heart." How would you
describe your own heart's posture toward giving — willing and joyful, reluctant, or
somewhere in between?
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2. Romans 12:1 calls for offering your whole self as "a living sacrifice." Beyond money,
what areas of your life is God asking you to lay down?

3. Luke 16:11 frames material things as a test for "true riches." How are you handling
what God has currently entrusted to you?

4. Acts 4:34–35 pictures a community where "no one lacked." How does that vision
challenge the way you hold your own resources?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Chronicles 29:9. What is the difference between giving willingly with a
loyal heart and giving out of pressure or expectation of return?

2. Acts 4:34–35 followed immediately by Acts 5 shows that generosity in the early
church was also a matter of sincerity and reverence. As a group, discuss why the heart
behind giving matters as much as the gift.

3. Romans 12:1 broadens sacrifice to the whole self. How can a group encourage one
another toward a lifestyle of surrender, not just financial generosity?

4. Luke 16:11 connects faithfulness with money to spiritual trust. How can your group
cultivate faithful, honest stewardship together?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, You delight in a willing, loyal heart that gives freely to You. Break in me any grip that
material things have on my heart, and make me a cheerful and obedient giver. More than my
resources, I present my whole self to You as a living sacrifice — holy and acceptable, which is
my reasonable service. Help me to be faithful with what You have entrusted to me, that I might
be trusted with true spiritual riches. Teach me to hear Your voice in giving and to respond with
obedience, holding everything I have with open hands. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Reflecting on 1 Chronicles 29:9 and Romans 12:1, prayerfully ask God this week whether there
is something — money, time, possessions, or an area of your life — He is prompting you to give
or lay down willingly. Then take one concrete, cheerful step of obedience, with no expectation
other than honoring Him.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE

HEALING THE HEART—PROPHECY,
REVIVAL, AND THE BALM OF JESUS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
A central evidence of true revival is the healing of the heart — both emotional and physical.
Jesus was anointed to bind up the brokenhearted, and He still heals wounds caused by betrayal,
loss, trauma, and unforgiveness.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Isaiah 61:1 (ESV)
Isaiah 61:1 (NKJV)
Luke 4 (referenced)
Psalm 147:3 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Isaiah 61:1 (quoted in both ESV and NKJV) declares that the Spirit of the Lord anointed the
Messiah "to bind up the brokenhearted" / "to heal the brokenhearted." Luke 4 is referenced as the
moment Jesus stood in the synagogue, read this very passage from Isaiah, and applied it to
Himself — affirming that He is the One Isaiah foretold. Psalm 147:3 echoes the same truth: "He
heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds." Together these verses present heart-healing
as part of Jesus' core mission, reaching the deepest places of human pain.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Isaiah 61:1 says the Messiah came "to bind up the brokenhearted." What place in your
own heart most needs that binding-up and healing?

2. In Luke 4, Jesus read Isaiah's words and claimed them as His own mission. How does
it change things to know that healing the brokenhearted isn't incidental to Jesus, but
central to why He came?

3. Psalm 147:3 pairs healing with binding wounds. Is there a wound you've left
unattended, hoping it would simply fade rather than be healed?
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4. The chapter ties one healing to releasing unforgiveness. Is there forgiveness God may
be inviting you to extend, for your own freedom?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss Isaiah 61:1 and Psalm 147:3 together. What does it reveal about God's
character that He concerns Himself with broken hearts, not only outward
circumstances?

2. In Luke 4, Jesus publicly identified with Isaiah's prophecy. As a group, talk about
what it means that the One reading the promise was also the fulfillment of it.

3. The chapter links emotional, spiritual, and physical healing. How can a group care for
the whole person — heart and body — without reducing healing to only one
dimension?

4. Forgiveness played a role in one of the testimonies. How can a group support one
another in the hard work of releasing bitterness and unforgiveness?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You sent Jesus, anointed by Your Spirit, to bind up and heal the broken-
hearted. You see the wounds I carry — the betrayals, the losses, the disappointments — and You
are not indifferent to them. Heal my heart and bind up what has been broken. Where bitterness or
unforgiveness has lodged itself, give me the grace to release it, and replace it with Your peace
and joy. I trust You as the Healer of both heart and body. Touch the deepest places of my pain,
and make me whole. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Reflecting on Psalm 147:3 and Isaiah 61:1, name one specific heart-wound — a hurt, a loss, or
an unforgiveness — and bring it honestly to God in prayer this week rather than leaving it
untended. If forgiveness is part of it, take one step toward releasing the person involved, asking
God to begin healing what was broken.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SIX

HEALED TO HEAL—THE RIPPLE
EFFECT OF THE PROPHETIC

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
When God heals or touches a person, it is never meant to stop with them — there is a ripple
effect. The healed become healers, the delivered become deliverers, and personal breakthrough
becomes the means of ministering to others.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Matthew 8:14–15 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Matthew 8:14–15 records Jesus entering Peter's house, finding his mother-in-law "lying sick with
a fever," touching her hand so that "the fever left her," and then her response: "she arose and
served them." The chapter draws from this a prophetic principle — she was healed and immedi-
ately rose to serve, so that her healing overflowed into ministry to others. The point is that God's
touch carries a purpose beyond the individual: those who receive healing or deliverance are posi-
tioned to become a channel of the same to others.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. In Matthew 8:15, the moment Peter's mother-in-law was healed, "she arose and
served." How might the things God has healed or freed you from be meant to equip
you to serve others?

2. The chapter says, "Once you're free, you can help set others free." What area of past
struggle could become a place of ministry to someone walking a similar road?

3. Healing in this account was immediate and led straight into action. Is there something
God has done in you that you've kept to yourself rather than letting it ripple outward?

4. What would it look like for your own breakthrough to become "someone else's
breakthrough"?
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss Matthew 8:14–15 as a group. Why is it significant that the healed woman's
first response was to serve, and what does that model for us?

2. The chapter is built on the idea of "healed people healing people." How can your
group steward personal healing in a way that benefits the wider community?

3. Where someone has overcome a particular struggle, the chapter says they gain
"authority to speak into that issue." How can a group draw on the lived testimonies of
its members to encourage and help others?

4. How can a group create space for people to share what God has done, so those
testimonies can ripple outward rather than remain private?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You for every place You have touched, healed, and freed in my life. Like Peter's
mother-in-law, who rose from her sickbed to serve, let me not keep Your work to myself but rise
to bless others with what I've received. Turn my breakthroughs into breakthroughs for someone
else, and let my freedom become a doorway to freedom for those still bound. Make me sensitive
to the people You bring across my path, and use my story and my healing as a ripple of Your
goodness reaching further than me. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Identify one specific way God has healed, helped, or freed you. This week, look for an opportu-
nity to "arise and serve" with it — encouraging, praying for, or simply sharing your testimony
with one person facing something similar, letting your healing ripple outward as Matthew 8:15
illustrates.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-SEVEN

THE FIRE, THE FIGHT, AND THE
SNOW—WHEN PROPHETS PRAY

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Ordinary people who pray earnestly, like Elijah, can see heaven respond. When the enemy
attacks a move of God, prophetic intercession declares God's answer in faith — before any
evidence appears — trusting Him to send the rain.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

James 5:17–18 (NKJV)
Ephesians 6 (referenced)
1 Kings 18:41 (NKJV)
Zechariah 10:1 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
James 5:17–18 grounds the whole chapter: Elijah "was a man with a nature like ours," yet his
earnest prayer stopped and started the rain — emphasizing that effective prayer is available to
ordinary believers, not spiritual elites. Ephesians 6 is referenced for the "shield of faith" that
quenches "every fiery dart of the wicked one," framing spiritual warfare. 1 Kings 18:41 — Elijah
declaring "the sound of abundance of rain" before any cloud appeared — models faith that
announces God's answer ahead of the evidence. Zechariah 10:1 calls believers to "ask the Lord
for rain in the time of the latter rain," directly inviting the kind of bold petition the chapter
describes.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. James 5:17 stresses Elijah was "a man with a nature like ours." How does that
reframe what you think God can do through your own prayers?

2. 1 Kings 18:41 shows Elijah declaring rain before he saw it. Where might God be
asking you to declare His answer in faith before the evidence is visible?
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3. Zechariah 10:1 says to "ask the Lord for rain." What "rain" — refreshing,
breakthrough, or provision — do you need to start boldly asking for?

4. Ephesians 6 speaks of quenching "fiery darts" with the shield of faith. What attacks
are you currently facing, and how are you using faith to stand against them?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss James 5:17–18. Why is it important that Elijah is described as having a
nature "like ours"? How does that encourage a group to pray boldly?

2. The chapter describes a city called to united, "no preaching, just prayer" intercession.
As a group, talk about the power and place of corporate prayer in a crisis.

3. 1 Kings 18:41 models faith that declares before it sees. How can a group encourage
one another to keep believing and worshiping "when the skies are still blue"?

4. Using Zechariah 10:1, discuss what it means to live "in the time of the latter rain" and
to ask God boldly together for an outpouring.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that You answer prayer — sometimes by rain, sometimes even by snow. Like
Elijah, a man with a nature like mine, teach me to pray earnestly and to expect You to move.
Raise my faith to declare Your answer before I see it, and to keep worshiping under clear skies,
trusting what You have spoken. When the enemy sends fiery darts, help me lift the shield of faith
and stand. In this time of the latter rain, I ask boldly: send the rain over every dry place in my
life, my family, and my community. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Take Zechariah 10:1 and 1 Kings 18:41 to heart this week. Choose one "dry place" — a situation
that needs God's refreshing or intervention — and begin praying for it boldly and persistently,
declaring in faith that God will answer, the way Elijah declared rain before the cloud appeared.
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CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT

THANK YOU, MR. AMBASSADOR

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Believers are ambassadors of Christ who speak with the authority of heaven. When God's people
hunger after Him, draw near, and boldly declare His word, heaven backs them — and God
elevates those who make their calling sure.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Kings 18:41 (NKJV)
James 5:17–18 (NKJV)
James 5:16 (referenced)
Matthew 5:6 (NKJV)
James 4:8 (NKJV)
2 Kings 6:17 (NKJV)
2 Peter 1:10 (NKJV)
Ephesians 4:11–12 (referenced)
Psalm 81:10b (NKJV)
Job 22:28 (NKJV)
2 Corinthians 5:20 (NKJV)
Psalm 103:20 (referenced)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Kings 18:41 ("the sound of an abundance of rain") and James 5:17–18 again anchor the theme
of bold, faith-filled declaration; James 5:16 affirms that "effective, fervent prayer" avails much.
Matthew 5:6 and James 4:8 set the posture: those who "hunger and thirst for righteousness…
shall be filled," and "draw near to God and He will draw near to you." 2 Kings 6:17 ("open his
eyes that he may see") is the prayer prayed at the author's ordination. 2 Peter 1:10 urges diligence
to "make your call and election sure," and Ephesians 4:11–12 notes not all hold a fivefold office.
Psalm 81:10b ("Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it") and Job 22:28 ("declare a thing, and it
will be established") encourage bold declaration, while 2 Corinthians 5:20 establishes our iden-
tity as "ambassadors for Christ," and Psalm 103:20 is cited regarding angels responding to God's
word.

67



REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Matthew 5:6 and James 4:8 both tie what we receive to our posture toward God. How
would you describe your current hunger for and nearness to Him?

2. 2 Corinthians 5:20 calls believers "ambassadors for Christ." How does seeing
yourself as heaven's representative change how you carry yourself and speak?

3. Psalm 81:10b says, "Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it." Where might God be
inviting you to speak up boldly rather than hold back?

4. 2 Peter 1:10 urges diligence to "make your call and election sure." What does being
diligent about your calling look like in this season?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. The chapter says, "Your posture determines your portion," rooted in Matthew 5:6 and
James 4:8. As a group, discuss how hunger and drawing near actually shape what we
receive from God.

2. 2 Corinthians 5:20 frames every believer as an ambassador. How can your group live
out that identity together in your community?

3. The chapter notes from Ephesians 4:11–12 that "not everyone is called to a fivefold
office, but everyone can walk in a greater measure of their calling." How does this
keep both humility and aspiration in balance?

4. Discuss Psalm 81:10b and Job 22:28 in light of speaking with God's authority. How
can a group encourage bold, faith-filled declaration while keeping it humble and
Scripture-anchored?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You that I am an ambassador for Christ, sent to represent heaven on the earth. Stir
in me a deep hunger and thirst for righteousness, and draw near to me as I draw near to You.
Open my eyes that I may see, as You opened the eyes of Elisha's servant. Make me diligent to
confirm my calling, content with the measure You've given yet always reaching for more of You.
Fill my mouth as I open it wide for You, and let me declare Your word with bold humility,
trusting that You back what You have spoken. In Jesus' name, amen.

IGNITED BY THE SPIRIT FREE RESOURCE BIBLE STUDY

68



Activation Step
Living out 2 Corinthians 5:20, look for one opportunity this week to represent Christ boldly —
whether through a word of encouragement, a stand for truth, or sharing the gospel. Before you
do, pray Matthew 5:6 and James 4:8, posturing your heart in hunger and nearness, and trust God
to fill your mouth (Psalm 81:10b).

THANK YOU, MR. AMBASSADOR
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CHAPTER TWENTY-NINE

THE HEART OF THE KING

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The gifts of the Spirit are tools given by the ascended Christ to equip the church, but they must
be carried with His character — humility, love, and the fruit of the Spirit. Leadership is a respon-
sibility to serve, and gifts without love are empty.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 12:1 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:33 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 4:15 (NKJV)
Ephesians 4:11–12 (NKJV)
Acts 20:28 (NKJV)
Ephesians 4:8 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 13:1 (NKJV)
Galatians 5:16 (NKJV)
Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV)
Acts 1:8 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 12:7–11 (NKJV)
Romans 10:17 (referenced)
Matthew 17:20 (NKJV)
1 Peter 2:24 (NKJV)
Isaiah 53 (referenced)
Mark 16:17–18 (NKJV)
Joshua 10:13 (NKJV)
Hebrews 2:4 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 12:1 opens with Paul's desire that believers not be "ignorant" of spiritual gifts, and
14:33 reminds us "God is not the author of confusion, but of peace." 1 Corinthians 4:15 shows
Paul's fatherly heart, and Ephesians 4:11–12, Acts 20:28, and Ephesians 4:8 establish the fivefold
ministry as gifts the ascended Christ gave for equipping and shepherding the church. The central
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warning comes through 1 Corinthians 13:1 — gifts without love are "sounding brass" — rein-
forced by Galatians 5:16 and 5:22–23 on walking in the Spirit and bearing its fruit. 1 Corinthians
12:7–11 lists the nine gifts given "as He wills." The chapter then illustrates particular gifts: the
gift of faith with Matthew 17:20 (mustard-seed faith moving mountains, distinct from the faith of
Romans 10:17), the gifts of healing with 1 Peter 2:24 and Isaiah 53 (healing in the atonement)
and Mark 16:17–18, and the working of miracles with Joshua 10:13 (the sun standing still) and
Hebrews 2:4 (God bearing witness with signs and wonders).

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 13:1 says gifts without love are "sounding brass or a clanging cymbal."
How do you guard the heart behind any gift or service you offer?

2. The chapter's parable warns of carrying "the gift of the King" while losing "the heart
of the King." Where might pride or self-promotion be creeping into something you do
for God?

3. Galatians 5:22–23 lists the fruit of the Spirit. Which fruit is God currently growing in
you, and which feels most lacking?

4. Acts 1:8 promises power "to be witnesses." How does keeping witness as the goal
help you steward any gift rightly?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss 1 Corinthians 13:1 alongside the parable of the messenger. Why does
character matter so much in how gifts are received by others?

2. Ephesians 4:11–12 and Acts 20:28 frame leadership as responsibility and service. As
a group, talk about how this contrasts with viewing leadership as a privilege or title.

3. 1 Corinthians 12:7–11 says the Spirit distributes gifts "as He wills." How can a group
celebrate the variety of gifts without comparison or competition?

4. The chapter pairs Galatians 5:16 and 5:22–23 with the gifts. How can your group
pursue both power and fruit together?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, thank You for the gifts You've entrusted to me and for the privilege of carrying Your
message. But more than the gift, I ask for Your heart. Remove every trace of pride, self-promo-
tion, and spiritual performance, and clothe me in humility. Let the fruit of the Spirit — love, joy,
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peace, patience, and the rest — be the foundation beneath any gift that flows through me. Help
me to walk in the Spirit so I don't fulfill the desires of the flesh. Keep witness and love at the
center, so the world sees Jesus in me rather than me. Form Your character in me. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
Drawing on 1 Corinthians 13:1 and Galatians 5:22–23, do an honest "heart check" this week.
Before serving or using any gift, pause to examine your motive — is it love, or recognition?
Choose one fruit of the Spirit to intentionally cultivate and practice in your interactions, asking
God to form the heart of the King in you.

THE HEART OF THE KING
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CHAPTER THIRTY

THE VOCAL GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The vocal gifts — tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy — are spoken gifts that must
be released by faith and exercised in love and order, so that the church is edified, exhorted, and
comforted, and heaven touches earth through yielded voices.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 12:10 (referenced)
1 Corinthians 14:14–15 (NKJV)
Romans 8:26 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:27–28 (referenced)
1 Corinthians 14:28 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:13 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:4 (NKJV)
Ephesians 5:18–19 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:3 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 13:9 (NKJV)
Romans 12:6 (NKJV)
Isaiah 50:4 (NKJV)
Acts 21:10–11 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:1 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
The chapter distinguishes the personal prayer language — where "my spirit prays, but my under-
standing is unfruitful" (1 Corinthians 14:14–15) and the Spirit intercedes "with groanings which
cannot be uttered" (Romans 8:26) — from the public gift of tongues, which is God speaking to
people and must be interpreted (1 Corinthians 14:27–28; 14:28; 14:13). 1 Corinthians 14:4 notes
tongues edify the speaker while prophecy edifies the church, and Ephesians 5:18–19 connects
Spirit-filling with songs to the Lord. On prophecy, 1 Corinthians 14:3 gives its purpose (edifica-
tion, exhortation, comfort), 13:9 reminds us "we know in part and we prophesy in part," and
Romans 12:6 urges prophesying "in proportion to our faith." Isaiah 50:4 describes "the tongue of
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the learned" to speak "a word in season to him who is weary," and Acts 21:10–11 (Agabus) gives
a concrete example of predictive prophecy. 1 Corinthians 14:1 again sets prophecy as the gift to
especially desire.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 Corinthians 14:14–15 and Romans 8:26 describe the Spirit praying through us
beyond our understanding. How have you experienced (or how might you experience)
prayer that goes deeper than your own words?

2. 1 Corinthians 13:9 says "we prophesy in part." How does accepting your own
incompleteness free you to step out in faith without pressure to be perfect?

3. Isaiah 50:4 speaks of "a word in season to him who is weary." Who in your life is
weary, and what might a timely, encouraging word do for them?

4. 1 Corinthians 14:3 names edification, exhortation, and comfort. How could you grow
in speaking words that consistently build others up?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the chapter's distinction between a personal prayer language (1 Corinthians
14:14) and the public gift of tongues that requires interpretation (1 Corinthians 14:27–
28). Why does order matter in a gathered setting?

2. 1 Corinthians 14:4 contrasts what edifies oneself with what edifies the church. As a
group, how do you balance personal devotion with corporate building?

3. Romans 12:6 and 1 Corinthians 13:9 both emphasize partial, faith-proportioned
prophecy. How can your group create a culture where people can step out without
fear of getting it perfect?

4. Acts 21:10–11 shows a specific prophetic word coming to pass. Discuss how a group
can value such words while still testing and weighing them, keeping Scripture as the
anchor.

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Holy Spirit, thank You for the vocal gifts You've given to build up Your church. Teach me to
discern between my own prayer language and a word meant for others. When I don't know how
to pray, intercede through me with groanings too deep for words. Help me to step out in faith
even though I know only in part, prophesying in proportion to my faith, never pressured to be
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perfect. Give me "the tongue of the learned" to speak a word in season to the weary. Fill my
mouth with words that edify, exhort, and comfort, and let heaven touch earth through my voice
— always in love, always in order. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
This week, set aside unhurried time to pray in the Spirit / in your prayer language, asking God to
deepen your sensitivity to His voice (1 Corinthians 14:14–15). Then, drawing on Isaiah 50:4 and
1 Corinthians 14:3, look for one weary person and offer them a timely, Scripture-aligned word of
encouragement — stepping out in faith even if you only see "in part."

THE VOCAL GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
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CHAPTER THIRTY-ONE

THE REVELATORY GIFTS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
The three revelatory gifts — discerning of spirits, the word of wisdom, and the word of
knowledge — supernaturally reveal what cannot be known naturally. They protect against decep-
tion, give divine direction, and unlock hearts, and they are meant for every believer to desire and
grow in.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

1 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV)
Acts 16:16–18 (referenced)
2 Corinthians 3:17 (NKJV)
Hebrews 1:14 (NKJV)
Matthew 18:18 (NKJV)
Psalm 91:11–12 (NKJV)
1 Timothy 4:1 (NKJV)
Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV)
1 John 4:1 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 12:8 (NKJV)
Matthew 10:19 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:24–25 (NKJV)
1 Corinthians 14:1 (NKJV)
Romans 12:6 (referenced)
Romans 10:17 (NKJV)
Jude 20 (NKJV)

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
1 Corinthians 12:10 and 12:8 name the revelatory gifts. The discerning of spirits perceives the
spiritual realm — recognizing the demonic (Acts 16:16–18; 1 Timothy 4:1; Ephesians 6:12), the
Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians 3:17), and angelic activity (Hebrews 1:14; Psalm 91:11–12) — and
protects from deception, since we must "test the spirits" (1 John 4:1). Matthew 18:18 grounds
intercessory authority to bind. The word of wisdom gives divine direction and speech (Matthew
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10:19), while the word of knowledge reveals "the secrets of his heart" (1 Corinthians 14:24–25)
to heal and restore, not to shame. The chapter closes with practical growth principles: feed faith
(Romans 10:17), prophesy in proportion to faith (Romans 12:6), pray in the Spirit (Jude 20), and
desire the gifts (1 Corinthians 14:1).

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 1 John 4:1 says to "test the spirits." How do you currently discern whether something
supernatural is from God, and where could you grow in this?

2. 1 Corinthians 14:24–25 says the word of knowledge reveals "the secrets of the heart"
— to heal, not to shame. How does knowing God's intent is restoration change how
you'd handle revealed things, in yourself or others?

3. Romans 10:17 and Jude 20 give two practices for growth — feeding faith and praying
in the Spirit. Which do you most need to be more intentional about?

4. Ephesians 6:12 reminds us our struggle is "not against flesh and blood." How does
that perspective change the way you respond to conflict or opposition?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Discuss the difference, as the chapter describes it, between natural discernment (a
developed wisdom) and the gift of discerning of spirits (1 Corinthians 12:10). Why
does the distinction matter?

2. 1 John 4:1 warns that not everything supernatural is from God. As a group, how can
you stay open to the Spirit while remaining discerning and Scripture-anchored?

3. Walk through the chapter's five practical steps (feed faith, pray in the Spirit, pray for
people, give yourself room to grow, practice in safe places). Which could your group
build into your time together?

4. 1 Corinthians 14:1 says to desire the gifts. How can your group cultivate healthy
desire and create the "safe places" the chapter recommends for growth?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Holy Spirit, activate in me the revelatory gifts — discernment to see clearly what is from You
and what is not, wisdom to know what to do, and knowledge to perceive what I could never
know on my own. Help me to test the spirits and not be deceived, remembering that my struggle
is not against flesh and blood. Where You reveal hidden things, let me handle them with Your
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heart — to heal and restore, never to shame. Grow these gifts in me as I feed my faith on Your
Word and pray in the Spirit. Make me a humble, willing vessel for Your glory and the good of
others. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Begin applying the chapter's growth steps this week. Feed your faith (Romans 10:17) through
Scripture, set aside time to pray in the Spirit (Jude 20), and then "give yourself room to grow" —
when you sense something while praying for someone, share it humbly ("I feel…" / "I sense…")
in a safe, trusted setting, and invite honest feedback.

THE REVELATORY GIFTS
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