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CHAPTER ONE

MY HISTORY IN DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God speaks through dreams to direct, correct, and discipline those who tremble at His Word —
and the humble reception of that correction is what keeps sin from progressing toward
destruction.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Isaiah 66:1-2
Hebrews 12:11
Mark 16:12
2 Corinthians 5:16
2 Corinthians 5:7
Isaiah 11:3
Psalm 19:12-13
Matthew 15:19
Genesis 27:42
Genesis 4:7
Genesis 4:1
1 John 3:12
Romans 2:16
1 Timothy 5:24-25
Deuteronomy 17:12
Ecclesiastes 9:18
Hebrews 6:4-6
Hebrews 10:26-31
Mark 3:28-30
2 Peter 3:9
Ezekiel 33:11
Romans 1:28
2 Thessalonians 2:9-10
Hebrews 12:5-6
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BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Isaiah 66:1-2 establishes whom God regards: not the builder of impressive structures, but the one
who is poor and contrite in spirit and trembles at His word. Hebrews 12:11 and Hebrews 12:5-6
together define the nature of God's chastening — it is not pleasant in the moment, it yields the
peaceable fruit of righteousness afterward, and it proves sonship. The same passage names two
failures in receiving it: despising it, or losing heart under it.

Mark 16:12 records that the risen Christ appeared in another form, and 2 Corinthians 5:16
instructs believers to regard no one according to the flesh. With 2 Corinthians 5:7 and Isaiah
11:3, the cited texts point toward discernment that is not governed by sight or hearing alone.

Psalm 19:12-13 traces a progression the psalmist asks to be spared: errors, secret faults,
presumptuous sins, and finally dominion and great transgression. The other cited passages illus-
trate that progression. Matthew 15:19 locates the origin of evil in the heart, beginning with
thoughts. Genesis 27:42 shows Esau consoling himself with the intention to kill. Genesis 4:7
records God's warning to Cain that sin desires him but he should rule over it — and Genesis 4:1
with 1 John 3:12 shows the distance between a man acquired from the Lord and a man of the
wicked one. Romans 2:16 and 1 Timothy 5:24-25 declare that hidden things, both sins and good
works, will be judged and made manifest. Deuteronomy 17:12 shows the seriousness of
presumptuous action, and Ecclesiastes 9:18 that one sinner destroys much good.

Hebrews 6:4-6, Hebrews 10:26-31, and Mark 3:28-30 are the sober warnings concerning
falling away, willful sin against the blood of the covenant, and blasphemy against the Holy
Spirit. Set beside them, 2 Peter 3:9 and Ezekiel 33:11 reveal God's disposition: He is longsuffer-
ing, unwilling that any should perish, and takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked. Romans
1:28 shows the end of persistent refusal — being given over to a debased mind. 2 Thessalonians
2:9-10 warns that those who do not receive the love of the truth become vulnerable to
deception.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Isaiah 66:1-2 says God looks to the one who trembles at His word. When God has
spoken to you — through Scripture, through counsel, through a dream — has your
response been trembling and action, or acknowledgment without movement?

2. Hebrews 12:5-6 names two wrong responses to God's chastening: despising it and
being discouraged by it. Which of the two are you more inclined toward, and what
has that cost you?

3. Psalm 19:12-13 asks to be cleansed from secret faults before presumptuous sins take
dominion. Is there anything currently at the "error" or "secret" stage in your life that
you have not yet brought into the light?
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4. Matthew 15:19 says evil proceeds out of the heart, beginning with thoughts. Genesis
27:42 shows Esau comforting himself with a murderous intention. What thoughts
have you allowed to comfort you that Scripture would not permit?

5. Genesis 4:7 says sin's desire is for you, but you should rule over it. What does God's
word to Cain tell you about the authority you actually have in the matter you are
wrestling with?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Isaiah 66:1-2 together. What does it look like practically for a person or a
church to tremble at God's word rather than treat it lightly?

2. Hebrews 12:11 says chastening yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness afterward.
How does the delay between the discipline and the fruit affect the way people respond
to correction?

3. Compare Genesis 4:1 with 1 John 3:12. How does Scripture account for a life that
begins with such promise and ends so differently? What does the group take from
that?

4. Read Hebrews 6:4-6, Hebrews 10:26-31, and Mark 3:28-30 alongside 2 Peter 3:9 and
Ezekiel 33:11. How do you hold the severity of the warnings and the patience of God
together without minimizing either?

5. 2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 links deception to not receiving the love of the truth. What
does loving the truth require of us when the truth is about ourselves?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, I come to You as one who wants to tremble at Your word. You have said in Isaiah 66 that
You look to the one who is poor and contrite in spirit, and I ask You to make that the condition of
my heart. Search me, Lord. As David prayed in Psalm 19, cleanse me from secret faults and keep
back Your servant from presumptuous sins, that they would not have dominion over me. Where
there is error in my thinking, expose it. Where there is anything hidden that You have already
seen, I bring it into Your light now rather than waiting for the day when the secrets of men are
judged. I repent. Teach me, according to Hebrews 12, not to despise Your chastening and not to
lose heart under it, but to receive it as the love of a Father toward a son. Let Your correction do
its full work in me and produce the peaceable fruit of righteousness. Give me a love for the truth,
that I would not be susceptible to deception. And Lord, help me to discern by Your Spirit and not
merely by what my eyes see or my ears hear. Thank You that You are longsuffering, that You
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take no pleasure in the death of the wicked, and that You have called me to overcome and not be
overcome. I surrender to You. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Take Psalm 19:12-13 and pray it slowly over your own life this week, pausing at each stage —
errors, secret faults, presumptuous sins, dominion. Write down whatever God brings to mind,
and take one concrete step of obedience or confession on the first item on that list within the next
24 hours.
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CHAPTER TWO

SOURCES OF DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Not every dream comes from God. Scripture identifies multiple origins for dreams — God,
busyness, the flesh, the soul, and the enemy — and the condition of a person's heart determines
whether their dreams can be trusted.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Genesis 20:1-8
Ecclesiastes 5:3
Jude 8
2 Corinthians 7:1
Mark 7:14-23
Ephesians 4:29-30
1 Samuel 15:22-23
1 Samuel 28:5-6
Jude 8-9
Ephesians 6:12
Revelation 19:11
2 Peter 2:10-11
Matthew 5:8
Jeremiah 29:8-9
1 Corinthians 14:8
Hebrews 4:12
Matthew 13:24-25
2 Timothy 1:7
Matthew 2:21-23
Matthew 2:11-12

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Genesis 20:1-8 records God coming to Abimelech in a dream by night, telling him plainly the
danger he was in and withholding him from sinning. Matthew 2:21-23 and Matthew 2:11-12
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show the same pattern in the New Testament: Joseph was warned by God in a dream and turned
aside to Galilee, and the wise men were divinely warned in a dream not to return to Herod. In
each case the dream carried real direction and real protection.

Ecclesiastes 5:3 says a dream comes through much activity — some dreams simply reflect
what a person is occupied with, not a word from God.

Jude 8 describes dreamers who defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries.
Each of the three is addressed by other cited texts. Regarding defilement, 2 Corinthians 7:1 calls
believers to cleanse themselves from all filthiness of flesh and spirit, and Mark 7:14-23 locates
defilement not in what enters a person but in what proceeds out of the heart. Ephesians 4:29-30
forbids corrupt speech and warns against grieving the Holy Spirit. Regarding rejected authority,
1 Samuel 15:22-23 declares that obedience is better than sacrifice and that rebellion is as the sin
of witchcraft, and 1 Samuel 28:5-6 shows the consequence in Saul's life — when he inquired of
the Lord, the Lord did not answer him by dreams, by Urim, or by prophets. Regarding digni-
taries, Jude 8-9 and 2 Peter 2:10-11 note that even Michael the archangel and angels greater in
power do not bring a reviling accusation. Ephesians 6:12 identifies the true opponents as princi-
palities and powers rather than flesh and blood, and Revelation 19:11 shows the order of Christ's
own warfare: in righteousness He judges and makes war. Matthew 5:8 sets the standard posi-
tively — the pure in heart see God.

Jeremiah 29:8-9 warns against listening to dreams that people cause to be dreamed, and
against prophets who speak falsely in God's name though He did not send them. 1 Corinthians
14:8 speaks of an uncertain trumpet sound leaving no one prepared for battle, and Hebrews 4:12
describes the word of God as living and powerful, piercing to the division of soul and spirit, and
a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

Matthew 13:24-25 records that while men slept, an enemy came and sowed tares. 2 Timothy
1:7 states directly that God has not given a spirit of fear, but of power, love, and a sound mind —
a plain test for anything that leaves fear behind.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Ecclesiastes 5:3 connects dreams to much activity. Are there dreams you have treated
as spiritual messages that may simply reflect what has been consuming your
attention?

2. Mark 7:14-23 says defilement comes from within, out of the heart. What is presently
coming out of you — in thought or in speech, per Ephesians 4:29-30 — that would
cloud your ability to receive clearly from God?

3. 1 Samuel 15:22-23 and 1 Samuel 28:5-6 show rebellion silencing God's voice in
Saul's life. Is there any area where you have rejected legitimate authority, and what
has the effect been on your hearing from God?
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4. 2 Timothy 1:7 says God has not given a spirit of fear. Is there a dream or impression
you are carrying that has left fear rather than power, love, and a sound mind?

5. Matthew 5:8 promises that the pure in heart will see God. What would purity of heart
require of you this week?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Genesis 20:1-8 together alongside Matthew 2:11-12 and Matthew 2:21-23.
What do these accounts show about how God uses dreams, and what did each dream
actually accomplish?

2. Jude 8 names three conditions in untrustworthy dreamers. Why would defilement,
rebellion, and dishonor specifically affect a person's ability to discern?

3. Jude 8-9 and 2 Peter 2:10-11 note that angels do not bring reviling accusations. What
does that restraint teach us about how we should speak and act in spiritual conflict?
Compare Revelation 19:11 and the order given there.

4. Jeremiah 29:8-9 speaks of dreams people cause to be dreamed. How might a
wounded or unhealed heart shape what someone believes God is saying? How can a
group help one another here without becoming dismissive of genuine revelation?

5. Hebrews 4:12 says the word of God discerns the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Practically, how does Scripture function as the test for what we sense, dream, or
believe we have heard?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, You spoke to Abimelech in a dream and withheld him from sin. You warned Joseph and
the wise men and preserved Your Son through what You revealed in the night. I thank You that
You still speak. But I confess that I need discernment, because not every dream is from You.
Search my heart, Lord. As 2 Corinthians 7:1 instructs, cleanse me from all filthiness of flesh and
spirit, and let me perfect holiness in the fear of God. Where anything defiling has proceeded out
of my heart, forgive me. Where corrupt words have come from my mouth, forgive me, and let
me not grieve Your Holy Spirit. Where I have rejected authority You placed over me, or been
stubborn, or spoken with dishonor, I repent — for You have said that obedience is better than
sacrifice and that rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft. Do not let my rebellion close the heavens
over me as it did over Saul. Heal what is wounded in my soul, so that what I receive from You in
my spirit is not tainted as it comes through me. Let Your word pierce to the division of soul and
spirit and discern the thoughts and intents of my heart. Where the enemy has sown tares in my
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sleep, uproot them, for You have not given me a spirit of fear but of power and of love and of a
sound mind. Make me pure in heart, Lord, that I may see You. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
This week, take one recent dream or strong impression and test it against the cited Scripture
rather than acting on it immediately. Ask three questions: Does it leave fear or does it leave
power, love, and a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7)? Is it consistent with God's written word
(Hebrews 4:12)? And is my own heart currently clean and submitted (Matthew 5:8)? Write down
your answers before you draw any conclusion about the dream.
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CHAPTER THREE

DREAMS AND THE
COURTS OF HEAVEN

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God's throne is a place of judgment where books are opened and cases are heard, and believers
are invited by Christ to bring persistent appeal before Him — with the Holy Spirit as Helper —
so that His will is done on earth as it is in heaven.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Hebrews 12:1
Ephesians 3:14-15
Revelation 19:9-10
Acts 10:3-5
2 Peter 2:4
Deuteronomy 18:10-12
Mark 12:26-27
1 John 3:15
Daniel 7:9-10
Isaiah 29:10-12
Matthew 6:9-10
Luke 18:1-8
Ephesians 6:12
John 14:16-17
Romans 8:26

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Daniel 7:9-10 is the chapter's anchor. Daniel sees thrones set in place, the Ancient of Days
seated, His throne a fiery flame, thousands upon thousands ministering to Him — and then two
statements: the court was seated, and the books were opened. Isaiah 29:10-12 describes the oppo-
site condition: prophets whose eyes are closed and seers whose heads are covered, with the
vision like the words of a sealed book that no one can read.
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Luke 18:1-8 places prayer in a judicial setting. Jesus tells of a widow who asks a judge for
justice against her adversary, and who receives a verdict through persistent coming. The point
Jesus draws is comparative: if an unjust judge finally acts, how much more will God avenge His
own elect who cry out day and night. The parable's stated purpose is that men always ought to
pray and not lose heart. Matthew 6:9-10 gives the corresponding petition — Your kingdom
come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Ephesians 6:12 clarifies who the adversary actually is: not flesh and blood, but principalities,
powers, rulers of the darkness of this age, and spiritual hosts of wickedness in heavenly places.
John 14:16-17 and Romans 8:26 identify the believer's help in this — the Father gives another
Helper, the Spirit of truth, who abides forever and dwells within; and the Spirit helps in our
weaknesses, making intercession with groanings that cannot be uttered, because we do not know
what we should pray for as we ought.

Hebrews 12:1 says believers are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, and on that basis
calls for laying aside every weight and the sin that easily ensnares, and running with endurance.
Ephesians 3:14-15 speaks of the whole family in heaven and earth named from the Father. Mark
12:26-27 records Jesus' correction of those who misunderstood the resurrection: God is not the
God of the dead but of the living. Deuteronomy 18:10-12 stands as God's prohibition, calling
witchcraft, mediums, spiritists, and calling up the dead an abomination to the Lord. Revelation
19:9-10 records John falling to worship a heavenly figure who refuses it, identifies himself as a
fellow servant who holds the testimony of Jesus, and redirects worship to God alone — for the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Acts 10:3-5 shows an angel directing Cornelius to
send for Peter rather than explaining the gospel himself, and 2 Peter 2:4 records that angels who
sinned were cast down and reserved for judgment.

1 John 3:15 states plainly that whoever hates his brother is a murderer, and that no murderer
has eternal life abiding in him — a direct call to examine relational division.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Daniel 7:9-10 describes the Ancient of Days seated in overwhelming glory before any
mention of a case being heard. How does that picture shape the posture you bring
when you come to God in prayer?

2. Luke 18:1-8 says Jesus told this parable so that men would always pray and not lose
heart. Where have you stopped asking? What would persistence look like in that
matter this week?

3. Ephesians 6:12 says the wrestling is not against flesh and blood. Is there a person you
have been fighting when Scripture points you elsewhere?

4. 1 John 3:15 addresses hatred toward a brother. Is there a relationship — family or
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otherwise — where distance, resentment, or unresolved conflict has been allowed to
remain? What does this verse require of you?

5. Romans 8:26 says we do not know what we should pray for as we ought. Are you
willing to let the Holy Spirit lead your praying rather than only bringing Him a
prepared agenda?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Daniel 7:9-10 and Luke 18:1-8 together. What does each passage contribute to
how we understand approaching God with a request for justice? How does Jesus keep
the parable from implying God is reluctant?

2. Matthew 6:9-10 teaches us to pray for God's will on earth as in heaven. How does
that petition shape what we ask for and what we don't?

3. John 14:16-17 and Romans 8:26 both describe the Spirit's role in the believer's life.
What does it mean practically to depend on the Helper rather than on our own
strategy?

4. This chapter raises a question the group may need to weigh carefully: Deuteronomy
18:10-12 forbids calling up the dead, while Hebrews 12:1 says we are surrounded by
a cloud of witnesses and Mark 12:26-27 says God is the God of the living. What does
each text actually say, and what does it not say? How should believers hold to the
clear prohibition while taking Hebrews 12:1 seriously?

5. In Revelation 19:9-10, John is stopped from worshiping and redirected to God. What
does that correction guard against in our own pursuit of spiritual experience?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Ancient of Days, I come before Your throne — the throne Daniel saw, a fiery flame, with thousands
of thousands ministering to You. You are seated, and the books are opened, and I approach You as
Judge of all with reverence and not with presumption. Jesus, You taught us to pray and not lose heart,
and to ask that Your kingdom come and Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. So that is my
prayer. Do Your will in me and through me. Where I have been contending against people, correct
my sight, for the wrestling is not against flesh and blood. Where I have hated, resented, or coldly
withdrawn from a brother, I repent — for Your word says whoever hates his brother is a murderer,
and I do not want that abiding in me. Show me whom I must go to and make it right. Holy Spirit, You
are the Helper and the Spirit of truth whom Jesus promised, and You dwell with me. I do not know
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how to pray as I ought, so make intercession through me. Teach me. Lead me. And Father, keep me
from every path You have called an abomination; let my hunger for revelation never carry me outside
what You have permitted in Your word. Let worship belong to You alone. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Take 1 John 3:15 seriously this week. Identify one relationship where a rift has been allowed to
sit — a sibling, a parent, a former friend, someone in your church — and make actual contact: a
call, a visit, a letter. Do not wait for the other person to move first, and do not settle for praying
about it instead of doing it.
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CHAPTER FOUR

PROPHETIC DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God reveals His purposes before He performs them, and the prophetic word He gives —
including through dreams — is not merely information but an assignment to be declared, prayed,
contended for, and built into reality.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Amos 3:7
Amos 3:8
Ezekiel 37:7-10
Acts 2:14-16
Proverbs 3:20
Ephesians 2:20
Exodus 31:1-6
1 Timothy 4:14
1 Timothy 1:18
Acts 2:43
Acts 3:1-10
Acts 4:15-16
Acts 4:33
Joshua 1:1-3
Daniel 9:1-3
Daniel 7:9-10
Matthew 2:13-15
Ephesians 2:19-22
Acts 15:39-41
Acts 15:32
Matthew 11:12
Revelation 19:10
Romans 8:34
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BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Amos 3:7 establishes the pattern: the Lord God does nothing unless He reveals His secret to His
servants the prophets. Amos 3:8 adds the compulsion that follows — the Lord God has spoken,
so who can but prophesy? Ezekiel 37:7-10 shows the effect of a spoken word: only as Ezekiel
prophesied as commanded did the bones come together, the flesh cover them, the breath enter,
and an exceedingly great army stand on its feet.

Acts 2:14-16 shows prophecy functioning as a means of recognition. Peter identifies the
strange manifestations of Pentecost not by intuition but by what was spoken by the prophet Joel.
Proverbs 3:20 speaks of the depths being broken up by God's knowledge.

Ephesians 2:20 and Ephesians 2:19-22 describe the Church built on the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Jesus Christ Himself as chief cornerstone, the whole building fitted
together and growing into a holy temple. Exodus 31:1-6 shows the complementary pattern in
Israel: God calls Bezalel by name, fills him with the Spirit of God in wisdom, understanding,
knowledge, and all manner of workmanship, and appoints Aholiab with him, so that what God
commanded Moses would actually be made. Acts 15:39-41 and Acts 15:32 show Paul choosing
Silas — identified as a prophet who exhorted and strengthened the brethren — and the churches
being strengthened as they traveled.

1 Timothy 4:14 tells Timothy not to neglect the gift given him by prophecy with the laying
on of hands. 1 Timothy 1:18 charges him, according to the prophecies made concerning him, to
wage the good warfare by them. Joshua 1:1-3 shows the same principle in territory: every place
the sole of their foot would tread had already been given, yet it still had to be walked upon.
Daniel 9:1-3 models the response — understanding by the books what God had spoken through
Jeremiah, Daniel set his face toward the Lord to make request by prayer and supplication, with
fasting, sackcloth, and ashes. Daniel 7:9-10 provides the setting in which that appeal is heard: the
court seated, the books opened.

Acts 2:43, Acts 3:1-10, Acts 4:15-16, and Acts 4:33 together describe apostolic signs and
wonders. Fear came upon every soul and many wonders and signs were done. A man lame from
his mother's womb rose, walked, leaped, and praised God in full public view. The council itself
conceded that a notable miracle had been done and could not be denied. And with great power
the apostles gave witness to the resurrection, with great grace upon them all.

Matthew 2:13-15 records Joseph warned in a dream by an angel to flee to Egypt, and by
obeying he preserved the child and fulfilled what the Lord had spoken through the prophet.
Matthew 11:12 says the kingdom of heaven suffers violence and the violent take it by force.
Revelation 19:10 declares that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and Romans 8:34
asks who condemns, answering that Christ died, is risen, is at the right hand of God, and makes
intercession for us.
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REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Amos 3:7-8 says God reveals before He acts, and that the one who hears must speak.
Is there something God has shown you that you have kept silent about? What has kept
you from declaring it?

2. Ezekiel 37:7-10 shows nothing happening until Ezekiel prophesied as he was
commanded. What has God told you to say or do that you have not yet obeyed?

3. 1 Timothy 1:18 tells Timothy to wage good warfare by the prophecies made
concerning him. Which promise from God have you been waiting on passively rather
than contending for?

4. Joshua 1:1-3 says the land was already given, yet still had to be walked. What has
God given you that you have not yet stepped into?

5. Daniel 9:1-3 shows Daniel turning God's revealed word into prayer, fasting, and
repentance. If a promise is a prayer assignment, what has God shown you that should
be driving your prayer right now?

6. Romans 8:34 says Christ makes intercession for you and does not condemn you. How
would believing that change the way you come to God about your failures?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Amos 3:7-8 with Ezekiel 37:7-10. What is the relationship between what God
reveals and what we are required to speak? What are the risks in either direction —
saying too much, or saying nothing?

2. Acts 2:14-16 shows Peter interpreting an unfamiliar experience by Scripture. How
does that guard the Church? How should our group evaluate unusual experiences
today?

3. Ephesians 2:19-22 and Exodus 31:1-6 both show revelation and construction working
together. Where in our group or church do we have vision that no one has yet been
assigned to build?

4. Read Acts 3:1-10 with Acts 4:15-16 and Acts 4:33. What made this miracle
undeniable even to those who opposed the apostles? What was its actual effect?

5. Matthew 11:12 speaks of the kingdom suffering violence and the violent taking it by
force. What does spiritual aggression look like when it is healthy, and where can it
become fleshly or destructive?

6. Revelation 19:10 says the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy, and Romans
8:34 says Christ intercedes for us. How should knowing what Jesus is praying shape
what we pray?

PROPHETIC DREAMS
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord God, You do nothing without revealing Your secret to Your servants. Thank You that You
are a God who speaks. Forgive me for the times You have spoken and I have stayed silent, or
heard and not moved. Like Ezekiel in the valley, let me prophesy only what You command —
but let me not withhold it when You do. Where I have received a promise from You and grown
passive, stir me to wage the good warfare by it. Teach me what Daniel understood: that Your
revealed word is a prayer assignment, not an automatic outcome. So I set my face toward You
now, as he did, with humility and repentance, asking that what You have spoken over my life, my
family, and my church would come to pass. Remove every claim the enemy would use to resist
Your purposes. Where You have given me ground, give me the courage to walk on it, as You told
Joshua. Where I need others to build what I have only seen, give me humility to invite them, as
You gave Bezalel to Moses. And Jesus, thank You that You do not condemn me but intercede for
me at the Father's right hand. Let Your testimony become a prophetic burden in me, so that I pray
what You are praying. In Your name, amen.

Activation Step
Write down one specific promise or direction you believe God has given you — from Scripture,
from counsel, or from a dream. Then, following Daniel 9:1-3, set aside a specific block of time
this week to pray over it deliberately rather than waiting for it. Name what you are asking,
confess anything standing in the way, and if the promise requires someone else to help build it,
contact that person before the week is out.
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CHAPTER FIVE

DISCIPLINE IN DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God's correction warns us away from returning to what He has already delivered us from — and
the folly Scripture describes is not ignorance but repetition, going back to what once held us.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Proverbs 26:11
2 Peter 2:20-22

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Proverbs 26:11 gives a deliberately unpleasant image: as a dog returns to his own vomit, so a
fool repeats his folly. The verse does not define folly as a lack of information. It defines it as
returning — going back to what was already expelled, already left behind.

2 Peter 2:20-22 develops the same warning for those who have known Christ. Peter describes
people who escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, but who become entangled again and overcome. His verdict is severe: the latter end
is worse for them than the beginning, and it would have been better not to have known the way
of righteousness than to have known it and turned from the holy commandment delivered to
them. He then quotes the proverb directly, adding a second image — a washed sow returning to
the mire.

Taken together, these two texts establish that deliverance can be forfeited by retreat, that the
danger increases rather than decreases after we have known the truth, and that the pull backward
is real enough that Scripture warns about it in language designed to make it look as unattractive
as it actually is.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Proverbs 26:11 defines folly as repetition. What is one thing you have already
repented of more than once? What draws you back?

2. 2 Peter 2:20-22 says the latter end is worse than the beginning for those who become
entangled again. Why would returning be more dangerous than never having known?
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3. Peter describes people who escaped — the deliverance was real. What has God
genuinely delivered you from that you sometimes still consider going back to?

4. Both images in 2 Peter 2:22 involve something being cleansed and then deliberately
re-soiled. Is there any area where you are undoing the cleaning God has done in you?

5. If God has warned you about something — through Scripture, through counsel, or
otherwise — and your reasoning has argued against the warning, whose voice has
been winning?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Proverbs 26:11 aloud. Why do you think Scripture uses such a repulsive image
rather than a gentler one? What is that meant to accomplish in us?

2. 2 Peter 2:20-22 speaks of being entangled again and overcome. What does
entanglement look like in practice — and how does it usually begin?

3. Peter says it would have been better not to have known the way of righteousness than
to know it and turn from it. How do we take that warning seriously without falling
into fear or condemnation?

4. What is the group's responsibility toward a brother or sister who appears to be
returning to something God delivered them from? What does helpful intervention
actually look like?

5. Both cited passages assume that we can recognize the danger of turning back. What
has helped you personally to stay away from something once you were freed from it?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, I thank You for what You have delivered me from. You did not leave me where I was —
You washed me, and You brought me out. But Your word warns me plainly that a fool repeats his
folly, that a dog returns to his own vomit, and that a washed sow can go back to the mire. Lord, I
do not want to be that person. Search me. Show me where I am drifting back toward something
You already broke off of me. Where I am already entangled again, have mercy on me and set me
free — I confess it now rather than hiding it. Your word says the latter end is worse for those
who escape and then return, and I take that seriously. Keep me from arguing with Your correc-
tion. Keep me from letting my own reasoning override what You have made clear. Where You
have spoken a warning, give me the fear of the Lord to obey it the first time. Let me be someone
who stays where You have placed me, walks in what You have commanded, and does not turn

DECODING YOUR DREAMS FROM THE COURTS OF HEAVEN FREE RESOURCE BIBLE ST…
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from the holy commandment delivered to me. Guard my heart, Lord. Hold me. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
Name one specific thing God has delivered you from — a habit, a relationship, a place, a pattern
of thinking. Then identify the one route that would most likely take you back to it, and take a
concrete step this week to close that route: a conversation, an accountability partner, a boundary
put in writing, something removed. Do not merely resolve to be careful; change something.

DISCIPLINE IN DREAMS
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CHAPTER SIX

ENCOURAGEMENT
THROUGH DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God's mercies are new every morning, and He renews the weary heart so that it does not lose
heart, does not grow cold, and endures to the end.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Galatians 6:9
Psalm 73:13-17
2 Corinthians 4:1
Lamentations 3:22-23
Mark 5:1-6
Matthew 24:11-13

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Galatians 6:9 gives both the command and the condition: do not grow weary while doing good,
for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart. The harvest is promised, but the promise
assumes endurance.

Psalm 73:13-17 records what weariness sounds like from the inside. Asaph says he has
cleansed his heart in vain and washed his hands in innocence for nothing, that he has been
plagued all day long and chastened every morning. He admits that trying to understand it was too
painful for him — and then the psalm turns on a single phrase: until I went into the sanctuary of
God. Understanding came in God's presence, not in analysis.

2 Corinthians 4:1 names what sustained Paul in ministry: having received mercy, we do not
lose heart. Lamentations 3:22-23 supplies the ground for that — through the Lord's mercies we
are not consumed, because His compassions fail not; they are new every morning, and great is
His faithfulness. The supply is not rationed and it is not exhausted by yesterday's use.

Mark 5:1-6 describes the man of the Gadarenes in stark terms: dwelling among the tombs,
unable to be bound by shackles or chains, untamable, crying out night and day. Yet the passage
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ends with a decisive detail — when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and worshiped Him. What-
ever afflicted him, he still moved toward Christ.

Matthew 24:11-13 sets the warning and the promise side by side: false prophets will rise and
deceive many, lawlessness will abound, and the love of many will grow cold — but he who
endures to the end shall be saved. Enduring, in this text, is set directly against a love that cools.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Galatians 6:9 ties the harvest to not losing heart. In what area of obedience are you
closest to giving up right now?

2. Psalm 73:13-17 shows Asaph's perspective changing not through reasoning but in the
sanctuary of God. When did you last actually stop and come into God's presence
rather than trying to think your way through?

3. Lamentations 3:22-23 says God's mercies are new every morning. Are you living as
though yesterday's failures used up today's supply?

4. 2 Corinthians 4:1 links received mercy to not losing heart. What specific mercy has
God shown you that you should be remembering when you are tempted to quit?

5. Matthew 24:11-13 warns that the love of many will grow cold. Is your love for Christ
warmer or cooler than it was a year ago, and what accounts for the difference?

6. In Mark 5:1-6, a man in extreme distress still ran toward Jesus. What keeps you from
moving toward Him when things are at their worst?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Psalm 73:13-17 aloud. How honest is Asaph? What does it tell us that Scripture
preserves a prayer like this rather than editing it?

2. Galatians 6:9 says the harvest comes in due season. How do we encourage one
another to keep sowing when the season has not yet come?

3. Lamentations 3:22-23 was written in the middle of a lament over devastation. What
does it mean to declare God's faithfulness there rather than after things improve?

4. Mark 5:1-6 shows a severely afflicted man still able to run to Jesus. What does that
suggest about how we should regard and care for people in deep distress?

5. Matthew 24:11-13 connects abounding lawlessness with love growing cold. What
practically keeps a person's love from cooling in a difficult culture?

6. Who in this group is weary right now, and what would actual help look like this week
rather than next month?
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, I am asking You for the strength not to grow weary. Your word says that in due season I
will reap if I do not lose heart — so hold my heart. Like Asaph, there have been times I have
wondered whether any of it mattered, whether I had cleansed my heart in vain. I bring that
honesty to You now rather than hiding it. And like him, I ask You to bring me into Your sanctu-
ary, because I have tried to reason my way to peace and it was too painful for me. I need Your
presence, not just an explanation. Thank You that through Your mercies I am not consumed, that
Your compassions do not fail, that they are new every morning, and that Your faithfulness is
great. I receive fresh mercy today. Because I have received mercy, let me not lose heart. Guard
my love from growing cold, Lord, in a time when lawlessness abounds and deception is every-
where. Let me be one who endures to the end. And when I am at my lowest — when I feel like
the man among the tombs — let me still run toward Jesus. In His name, amen.

Activation Step
Do what Asaph did. Before you try to resolve the discouragement you are carrying, set aside a
specific, uninterrupted time this week simply to be in God's presence — no agenda, no problem-
solving, just worship and Scripture. Then write down one mercy God has shown you recently,
and if you know someone who is weary, tell them about it before the week ends.

ENCOURAGEMENT THROUGH DREAMS
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CHAPTER SEVEN

DIRECTIONAL DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God takes responsibility for leading His people — He shepherds, He guides with His counsel,
and He acts for the sake of His own name, not merely because we deserve it.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Psalm 23:1-3
Ezekiel 39:25
Psalm 73:24

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Psalm 23:1-3 describes guidance as the natural activity of a shepherd toward his sheep. The Lord
makes His sheep lie down in green pastures, leads them beside still waters, restores the soul, and
leads in paths of righteousness. The psalm attaches a reason to that leading that has nothing to do
with the sheep's merit: for His name's sake.

Ezekiel 39:25 makes the same motive explicit on a national scale. God declares that He will
bring back the captives of Jacob and have mercy on the whole house of Israel — and then states
why: He will be jealous for His holy name. God's action on behalf of His people is bound to the
honor of the name they carry.

Psalm 73:24 adds the personal promise and its horizon: You will guide me with Your counsel,
and afterward receive me to glory. Guidance is promised for the length of this life, and glory is
promised at the end of it. The verse assumes both that we need counsel and that God intends to
give it.

Together, these three texts locate the confidence of a person seeking direction. It does not rest
on the seeker's cleverness at discerning, or on the quality of the guidance received in the past, but
on the character of the Shepherd and His jealousy for His own name.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Psalm 23:1-3 says the Shepherd makes His sheep lie down. Where are you refusing
rest that God is trying to give you?
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2. The same passage says He leads for His name's sake. How does that change your
confidence when you feel unworthy of guidance?

3. Ezekiel 39:25 shows God acting because He is jealous for His holy name. If you bear
His name, what does that imply about how He regards your situation?

4. Psalm 73:24 promises guidance with His counsel. Are you actually asking for
counsel, or mainly asking God to approve a decision you have already made?

5. Psalm 23:3 says He leads in paths of righteousness. Is the direction you are currently
pursuing consistent with that standard, or would it require compromise?

6. Psalm 73:24 ends with being received to glory. How does knowing the destination
affect how you weigh the decisions in front of you now?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Psalm 23:1-3 together. Which of the shepherd's actions — making lie down,
leading beside still waters, restoring, leading in righteousness — does the group most
need right now, and why?

2. Both Psalm 23:3 and Ezekiel 39:25 root God's action in His name rather than our
merit. Why does Scripture keep emphasizing that? What does it protect us from
believing about ourselves?

3. Psalm 73:24 promises counsel. In your experience, what does God's counsel usually
feel like, and how have you learned to distinguish it from your own preference?

4. Waiting is often part of being led. How does the group help a member who senses
God has spoken but sees no open door yet?

5. What is the difference between seeking to be sent and simply going? Where does
Scripture's picture of the Shepherd support that distinction?

6. Is there a decision facing someone in the group right now where the group could pray
specifically for God's counsel this week?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, You are my Shepherd, and because You are, I shall not want. Thank You that leading me is
Your work and not only my achievement. Make me lie down in green pastures — I confess I
resist the rest You offer. Lead me beside still waters. Restore my soul, Lord, where it has been
worn thin. And lead me in paths of righteousness, for I don't want direction that takes me
anywhere Your righteousness cannot go. Thank You that You do this for Your name's sake. I
don't come asking because I have earned it. I come asking because I bear Your name, and You
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are jealous for Your holy name. You said You would bring back captives and show mercy for that
reason, and I trust that same jealousy over my life. You have promised to guide me with Your
counsel, so I ask for counsel and not just approval. Where I have already made up my mind and
dressed it up as seeking Your will, forgive me and correct me. Speak, and let me be willing to
wait until You do. And when this life of being led is over, receive me to glory. In Jesus' name,
amen.

Activation Step
Take the one decision that is weighing on you most and write it down as a question addressed to
God rather than as a plan you want Him to bless. Then, before acting, test it against Psalm 23:3
— does this path require me to step outside righteousness at any point? — and bring it to one
mature believer for counsel this week, since God's guidance is rarely given in isolation.

DIRECTIONAL DREAMS
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CHAPTER EIGHT

WARNING DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God warns His people in advance about the enemy's intentions and the betrayal of others — not
always to prevent the trouble, but so that its effect is limited, its purpose is redeemed, and the
court of Heaven has the final word.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Daniel 7:25
Daniel 7:26
Matthew 2:19-21
Matthew 24:15-21
Psalm 41:9-13
Genesis 50:18-21

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Daniel 7:25 describes an adversary who speaks pompous words against the Most High, perse-
cutes the saints, and intends to change times and law — with the saints given into his hand for a
time and times and half a time. The next verse, Daniel 7:26, supplies the limit: the court shall be
seated, and they shall take away his dominion, to consume and destroy it forever. The intention is
real; the outcome is already settled against him.

Matthew 2:19-21 records the second dream given to Joseph. After Herod's death, an angel of
the Lord appears in a dream in Egypt and tells him to arise and return to Israel, because those
who sought the child's life are dead. The warning system that removed him also brought him
back — God did not warn once and then leave him to guess.

Matthew 24:15-21 shows a warning given long in advance, with specific instructions: when
the abomination of desolation is seen, those in Judea are to flee to the mountains, not go back for
possessions, and pray that their flight not be in winter or on the Sabbath. Notably, they are not
told to pray that it would not happen. They are told to pray about the circumstances of it. Some
things we are warned about can be avoided; others can only be prepared for.

Psalm 41:9-13 gives voice to betrayal by a trusted friend who ate the psalmist's bread and
lifted up his heel against him. The psalm does not claim that God's favor prevents betrayal. It
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says the opposite: the psalmist knows God is well pleased with him because the enemy does not
triumph over him, and because God upholds him in his integrity and sets him before His face
forever. The proof of favor is survival and integrity, not immunity.

Genesis 50:18-21 completes the picture. Joseph's brothers, who had betrayed him, fall before
him fearing retribution. His answer refuses both revenge and denial: he does not pretend they
meant well — you meant evil against me — and he does not seek repayment, because God meant
it for good, to save many people alive. He then provides for them and speaks kindly to them.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Daniel 7:25-26 shows an enemy with real intentions and a court with the final verdict.
When you consider what opposes you, which of those two do you think about more?

2. Matthew 24:15-21 shows people praying about the circumstances of trouble rather
than its cancellation. Is there something in your life you have only prayed would go
away, when you should be praying about how you walk through it?

3. Psalm 41:9-13 says the psalmist knew God was pleased with him because his enemy
did not triumph. Have you been reading hardship as evidence of God's displeasure?
What does this psalm say instead?

4. Psalm 41:12 speaks of being upheld in integrity. In your last experience of being
wronged, was your integrity kept — or did you compromise in the fight?

5. Genesis 50:20 holds two truths at once: they meant evil, and God meant good. Which
half do you find harder to say honestly about a past betrayal?

6. Joseph provided for the very people who harmed him and spoke kindly to them. Is
there someone you have forgiven in word but not yet in generosity?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Daniel 7:25-26 together. How does the certainty of the court's verdict change
the way believers should respond to opposition in the present?

2. In Matthew 2:19-21, God gives Joseph a second word telling him when it was safe.
What does that pattern suggest about how God shepherds us through a threatening
season, not just out of one?

3. Compare the warning in Matthew 24:15-21 with what the people were told to pray.
Why might God warn us about something He does not intend to cancel?

4. Psalm 41:9 describes betrayal by a familiar friend who shared bread. How does the
group care for someone walking through that kind of wound without feeding
bitterness?
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5. Read Genesis 50:18-21 aloud. How does Joseph avoid both denial and revenge? What
made that response possible for him?

6. Psalm 41 includes a cry for repayment; Genesis 50 shows Joseph refusing it. How do
we handle the honest desire for justice while entrusting judgment to God?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, I thank You that You warn Your people. You warned Joseph in a dream and preserved the
Christ, and You brought him back again when the danger had passed. You do not speak once and
abandon us. So make me attentive, Lord, and make me obedient — because I confess that I have
sometimes let my own reasoning argue against what You made clear. Forgive me for trusting my
logic over Your word. Where an enemy intends harm, I remember Daniel's vision: the court shall
be seated, and dominion is taken away. You have the final verdict, and I rest in that rather than in
my own defense. Where I have been betrayed by someone who ate at my table, heal me. Uphold
me in my integrity as You upheld the psalmist, and let it be said of me that my enemy did not
triumph over me. Keep me from becoming what has been done to me. And Lord, give me
Joseph's heart — honest enough to say that evil was meant, and free enough to say that You
meant it for good. Where I still hold retribution in my heart, take it from me. Teach me to
provide for and speak kindly to the very people I would rather avoid. Turn what was meant for
evil into the saving of many. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
 Identify one situation where you have been wronged and are still waiting for it to be made right.
Write two sentences following Genesis 50:20 — first naming plainly what was done, then
naming what God has done or could do with it. Then take one concrete step toward the Joseph
response: a kind word, a practical provision, or a released expectation of repayment. If you are
still in the middle of the trouble rather than past it, pray as Matthew 24 instructs — about how
you walk through it — and ask one trusted believer to pray it with you.

WARNING DREAMS
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CHAPTER NINE

INNER REVELATION

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Not every dream is God speaking — some reveal the condition of our own souls. Shame, fear,
and confusion each leave their mark on us, and each is answered by the blood of Jesus, the peace
of God, and the casting of our cares on Him.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Psalm 139:14
Proverbs 28:1
Matthew 14:1-11
Hebrews 12:24
1 John 1:7
Hebrews 9:11-14
Hebrews 10:19-22
Psalm 131:1-3
Judges 7:1-3
Job 3:25
1 Peter 5:7-8
James 3:16
1 Corinthians 14:33

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Psalm 139:14 grounds the whole discussion: we are fearfully and wonderfully made, and God's
works are marvelous. Human beings are intricate, and what is inside us surfaces.

On shame and guilt, Proverbs 28:1 draws the contrast sharply — the wicked flee when no
one pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion. Guilt manufactures pursuers who are not there.
Matthew 14:1-11 shows this in Herod, who hears reports of Jesus and concludes that John the
Baptist has risen to trouble him. The passage recounts how Herod had imprisoned John for
confronting his marriage, feared the crowd, and under the pressure of an oath and his guests had
him put to death. His later conclusion about Jesus was not discernment; it was a guilty
conscience interpreting everything through what he had done.
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The answer to that conscience is the blood. Hebrews 12:24 speaks of Jesus the Mediator of
the new covenant and the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel. 1 John
1:7 gives the condition for experiencing it — walking in the light as He is in the light, where we
have fellowship with one another and the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin. Hebrews
9:11-14 declares that Christ entered the Most Holy Place once for all, not with the blood of goats
and calves but with His own blood, having obtained eternal redemption, and asks how much
more His blood will cleanse the conscience from dead works to serve the living God. Hebrews
10:19-22 applies it inwardly: having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, we draw
near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience.
Psalm 131:1-3 describes the resulting state — a soul calmed and quieted like a weaned child,
with hope set on the Lord.

On fear, Judges 7:1-3 records God's instruction to Gideon to send home everyone who was
fearful and afraid, and twenty-two thousand left while ten thousand remained. Job 3:25 gives the
confession of a man overtaken by dread: the thing he greatly feared came upon him, and what he
dreaded happened to him. 1 Peter 5:7-8 supplies the alternative — cast all your care upon Him,
for He cares for you — followed immediately by the call to be sober and vigilant, because the
adversary walks about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.

On confusion, James 3:16 identifies the root: where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion
and every evil thing are there. 1 Corinthians 14:33 gives the contrast — God is not the author of
confusion but of peace.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Proverbs 28:1 says the wicked flee when no one pursues. Are there fears in your life
that guilt has invented rather than reality?

2. Hebrews 10:22 speaks of hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience. Are you living as
forgiven, or still carrying accusation Christ's blood has already answered?

3. 1 John 1:7 ties cleansing to walking in the light. Is there something you are keeping in
the dark that needs to be confessed to God and, where appropriate, to another
believer?

4. Psalm 131:1-3 describes a quieted soul. What is currently making your soul frantic —
and is any of it something the psalmist would call "things too profound for me"?

5. Job 3:25 shows a man overtaken by what he dreaded. What are you rehearsing in your
imagination that you should instead be casting on God, per 1 Peter 5:7?

6. James 3:16 links confusion to envy and self-seeking. Is there someone whose life you
are measuring yourself against? What has that comparison produced in you?
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GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Matthew 14:1-11 together. What does Herod's conclusion about Jesus reveal
about the effect of unrepented guilt on a person's judgment?

2. Hebrews 9:11-14 says Christ's blood cleanses the conscience. What is the difference
between being forgiven and having a cleansed conscience? Have you experienced
both?

3. Psalm 131:1-3 uses the image of a weaned child. What does spiritual weaning look
like, and how does a soul get there?

4. In Judges 7:1-3, God dismisses the fearful before the battle. Why would He do that
rather than strengthen them? What does that say about how fear operates in a group?

5. James 3:16 and 1 Corinthians 14:33 sit in contrast — confusion from envy, peace
from God. Where do we see the fruit of each in our own church or group life?

6. 1 Peter 5:7-8 puts casting our cares directly beside being sober and vigilant. How do
we do both at once without either anxiety or carelessness?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, I praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made, and Your works are marvelous.
You know me completely — the parts I show and the parts I hide. So search me now. Where
shame has been driving me, where a guilty conscience has made me flee when no one is pursu-
ing, I come into the light and confess it to You. Thank You for Jesus, the Mediator of the new
covenant, and for the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things. Thank You that He entered the
Most Holy Place once for all with His own blood and obtained eternal redemption. Let that blood
cleanse my conscience from dead works to serve the living God. Sprinkle my heart from an evil
conscience, and let me draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith. Quiet my soul, Lord,
like a weaned child with its mother. Where fear has ruled me, I repent of it. I do not want to live
out my dread as Job did. I cast all my care upon You, because You care for me — and I will be
sober and vigilant, knowing my adversary. Where envy and self-seeking have bred confusion in
me, cleanse that too, for You are not the author of confusion but of peace. Bring me into Your
peace, Lord, and let my inner life be settled enough that I can hear You clearly. In Jesus' name,
amen.

INNER REVELATION
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Activation Step
Following 1 John 1:7, bring one thing out of the dark this week. Name it specifically before God,
and if it involves another person or has been carried in secret for a long time, confess it to a
pastor or trusted mature believer. Then take Psalm 131 and pray it aloud each morning for seven
days, deliberately releasing the "great matters" you cannot control.

If any part of this chapter surfaces shame or fear that feels heavier than you can carry alone,
please talk to your pastor or a qualified counselor. Scripture's answer to a burdened conscience is
never isolation.
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CHAPTER TEN

HEAVENLY ENCOUNTERS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Believers who have died are alive to God, and Christ Himself ever lives to intercede for us — yet
Scripture keeps the runner's eyes fixed on Jesus, the author and finisher of faith, and reserves
worship for God alone.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Hebrews 12:1-2
Ephesians 3:14-15
Revelation 19:10
Mark 12:25
Acts 10:1-6
Acts 10:44-48
Colossians 1:27
1 Corinthians 15:39-44
Hebrews 7:25
Matthew 22:31-32
Psalm 91:16

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Hebrews 12:1-2 states that we are surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses — and then gives the
resulting instruction, which is entirely about the runner: lay aside every weight and the sin that
easily ensnares, run with endurance, and look unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despised the shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. The witnesses are the setting; Jesus is the focus.

Matthew 22:31-32 records Jesus correcting those who denied the resurrection: God identifies
Himself as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and He is not the God of the dead but of the
living. Ephesians 3:14-15 speaks of the whole family in heaven and earth being named from the
Father.

Revelation 19:10 records John falling at the feet of a glorious figure and being immediately
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stopped. The figure identifies himself as a fellow servant, one of John's brethren who hold the
testimony of Jesus, and issues the command: Worship God! The verse ends with the statement
that the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. Mark 12:25 notes that in the resurrection
people neither marry nor are given in marriage but are like the angels in heaven — a comparison,
not an identification.

Acts 10:1-6 shows an angel appearing to Cornelius with instructions to send for Peter, and
Acts 10:44-48 records the outcome: while Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell on all who
heard, the Gentiles spoke with tongues and magnified God, and Peter called for their baptism.
The gospel came through a man.

On glory, Colossians 1:27 names the mystery as Christ in you, the hope of glory. 1
Corinthians 15:39-44 describes the resurrection transformation in four contrasts: sown in corrup-
tion, raised in incorruption; sown in dishonor, raised in glory; sown in weakness, raised in
power; sown a natural body, raised a spiritual body.

Hebrews 7:25 is the chapter's strongest anchor: Christ is able to save to the uttermost those
who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them. Psalm
91:16 records God's promise to satisfy with long life and show His salvation.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Hebrews 12:1-2 gives three commands — lay aside weight, run with endurance, look
unto Jesus. Which of the three are you currently neglecting?

2. Revelation 19:10 shows John corrected for misdirected worship. Is there any spiritual
experience, person, or gift you have come to esteem in a way that competes with
worship of God alone?

3. Hebrews 7:25 says Christ always lives to make intercession for you. How does
knowing that He is praying for you right now change how you pray?

4. Matthew 22:31-32 says God is the God of the living. What comfort does that offer
you regarding believers you have lost?

5. Colossians 1:27 says Christ in you is the hope of glory. Do you live with any real
sense of that, or mainly with a sense of your own weakness?

6. 1 Corinthians 15:42-44 promises incorruption, glory, power, and a spiritual body.
How should that hope affect what you fear and what you endure now?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Hebrews 12:1-2 aloud. Notice where the passage directs our attention after
mentioning the witnesses. Why does that ordering matter for how we pursue spiritual
experience?
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2. In Revelation 19:10, a glorious being refuses worship and redirects it to God. What
safeguards should believers keep in place when a spiritual encounter is unusually
compelling?

3. Compare Acts 10:1-6 with Acts 10:44-48. What is entrusted to angels, and what is
entrusted to people? What does that tell us about our own responsibility?

4. Hebrews 7:25 says Christ intercedes and saves to the uttermost. Why might Scripture
place such weight on Christ's ongoing intercession rather than on any other heavenly
help?

5. This chapter makes claims that go beyond what the cited verses state — that believers
may have conversations with specific named people who have died, and that such
figures give testimony on our behalf. Compare that with what Hebrews 12:1-2,
Revelation 19:10, and Hebrews 7:25 actually say. What can the group affirm from
these texts, what remains the author's inference, and how should we handle the
difference?

6. Psalm 91:16 promises long life and salvation. How do we hold that promise honestly
alongside the reality that faithful believers sometimes die young?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord Jesus, You are the author and finisher of my faith, and You are where I am told to look. So
I fix my eyes on You. Help me lay aside every weight and the sin that so easily ensnares me, and
give me endurance for the race set before me — not a shorter race, but strength for this one.
Thank You that You endured the cross for the joy set before You, and that You are now seated at
the right hand of the throne of God. Thank You that You always live to make intercession for
me, and that You are able to save me to the uttermost. I need that, Lord. Save me all the way
through. Father, I thank You that You are not the God of the dead but of the living, and that
those who belong to You are alive in Your presence. Comfort those in my life who grieve.
Thank You that Christ in me is the hope of glory, and that what is sown in weakness will be
raised in power. Keep my heart hungry for You but guarded, Lord. Let no experience, no gift,
and no messenger ever take the place that belongs to You alone — worship God, and God only.
Let my confidence rest on Christ's intercession and not on any experience I have had. In Jesus'
name, amen.

Activation Step
Take Hebrews 12:1-2 as a personal inventory this week. Write down one specific "weight" — not
necessarily a sin, but something slowing you down — and one "sin which so easily ensnares"
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you. Then write one sentence about where you will fix your attention instead. Read the passage
each morning and let the final phrase govern your day: looking unto Jesus.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

ASSIGNMENTS THROUGH DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Christ's kingdom is ever-increasing, and those who belong to Him are not their own — bought at
a price, we exist to glorify God and receive assignments from Him, often while protesting our
own inadequacy.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Isaiah 9:7
Matthew 4:23
Acts 1:3
1 Corinthians 6:19-20
Exodus 3:10-11

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Isaiah 9:7 declares that of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end, and
that His kingdom will be ordered and established with judgment and justice from that time
forward, forever. The verse ends by naming who is responsible for the outcome: the zeal of the
Lord of hosts will perform this. The expansion is guaranteed by God's own zeal, not by human
capacity.

Matthew 4:23 shows the shape of that kingdom in practice. Jesus went throughout Galilee
doing three things together: teaching in the synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all kinds of sickness and disease. Proclamation and demonstration were not
separated.

Acts 1:3 records that after His suffering Jesus presented Himself alive by many infallible
proofs, being seen over forty days, and spoke of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God.
Even in the window between resurrection and ascension, the kingdom remained His subject.

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 makes the personal claim explicit: your body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit whom you have from God, and you are not your own, for you were bought at a price —
therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God's. Ownership determines
purpose.

Exodus 3:10-11 shows how a genuine assignment is often received. God says plainly, I will
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send you to Pharaoh that you may bring My people out of Egypt. Moses answers with a question,
not a refusal: Who am I that I should go? Scripture preserves the objection rather than editing it
out, and God's answer in the following verses is not a defense of Moses but a promise of His
own presence.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Isaiah 9:7 says the zeal of the Lord will perform this. Where have you been treating
God's purposes as though their success depended on your strength?

2. Matthew 4:23 shows Jesus teaching, preaching, and healing together. Is your
Christian life weighted heavily toward words with little demonstration, or activity
with little grounding in truth?

3. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 says you are not your own. Where in your life are you still
operating as owner rather than steward?

4. The same passage says to glorify God in body and spirit. What is one specific way
your body — your time, your energy, your habits — currently does not reflect that?

5. In Exodus 3:11 Moses asks, "Who am I?" Have you used your sense of inadequacy as
an honest question, or as a reason to avoid what God has made clear?

6. Acts 1:3 shows the kingdom as Jesus' consistent subject. If someone examined what
you talk about most, what would they conclude your central concern is?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Isaiah 9:7 together. What does it mean that God establishes His kingdom "with
judgment and justice"? How should that shape what we expect His advance to look
like?

2. Matthew 4:23 holds teaching, preaching, and healing together. What happens to a
church that emphasizes one of these at the expense of the others?

3. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 grounds obedience in purchase rather than obligation. Why
does Scripture argue that way, and how is that different from duty-driven religion?

4. Exodus 3:10-11 shows God sending someone who immediately questions his fitness.
Why does God so often work this way? What does that pattern protect us from?

5. When someone in this group senses a significant assignment from God, what is a
healthy way for the group to help them test it? What did Moses have that guarded
him?

6. What would it look like for this group to take responsibility for one small, concrete
expression of God's kingdom in your own community over the next season?

DECODING YOUR DREAMS FROM THE COURTS OF HEAVEN FREE RESOURCE BIBLE ST…
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord Jesus, of the increase of Your government and peace there is no end, and it is the zeal of the
Lord of hosts that performs this — not my talent, my energy, or my reputation. Thank You that
the outcome rests on You. Forgive me for the times I have carried Your work as if it were mine to
guarantee, and forgive me for the times I have avoided it as if it were mine to decline. You went
through Galilee teaching, preaching the kingdom, and healing, and even after Your resurrection
You spoke of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God. Let that be my central concern too.
Father, I acknowledge that I am not my own. My body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, and I was
bought at a price. So take what belongs to You. Glorify Yourself in my body and in my spirit.
Where I have been living as though my time and my strength were mine to spend as I please, I
repent. And Lord, when You give me something to do, keep me from hiding behind "Who am I?"
Moses asked that honestly and You answered him with Your presence, not with flattery. So be
with me, and let Your presence be enough. Here I am. Send me. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Write down one thing you believe God has assigned you that you have not yet started —
however small. Then do the two things Moses did: bring your honest question to God in prayer,
and take the first concrete step this week rather than waiting to feel qualified. Tell one mature
believer what you have written so someone else knows and can ask you about it.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

CULTURAL REVELATION
THROUGH DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
Jesus honors faith that recognizes and trusts His authority, demonstrating that true faith operates
beyond physical presence and visible proof.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Matthew 28:19
Romans 8:26-28
Genesis 18:16-18
Genesis 18:23-24
Genesis 18:32-33
Joshua 3:7
Joshua 4:14
Hebrews 2:3-4
James 1:10-11
Psalm 2:1-5
Daniel 7:25-27
Isaiah 56:7
Hebrews 7:6
Ezekiel 22:30-31
Ephesians 2:15
Luke 11:1-2

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Matthew 28:19 commissions the making of disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. The scope is peoples, not merely persons.

Romans 8:26-28 links intercession to outcome. The Spirit helps in our weaknesses because
we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, making intercession with groanings that
cannot be uttered; He who searches hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, who intercedes for the
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saints according to the will of God — and it is in that context that we know all things work
together for good to those who love God and are called according to His purpose.

Genesis 18:16-18 records God's decision not to hide from Abraham what He was about to do.
Notably, God does not instruct him to pray. Genesis 18:23-24 shows Abraham drawing near
anyway and interceding for the righteous within the city, and Genesis 18:32-33 shows him
pressing down to ten, with God agreeing not to destroy for the sake of ten. Revelation became
intercession without a command to intercede.

Ezekiel 22:30-31 is the sober counterpart: God sought a man among them to make a wall and
stand in the gap before Him on behalf of the land so He would not destroy it — and found no
one. Judgment followed. Ephesians 2:15 speaks of Christ creating in Himself one new man from
the two, making peace. Isaiah 56:7 declares that God's house shall be called a house of prayer for
all nations, with offerings accepted on His altar. Luke 11:1-2 records Jesus teaching His disciples
to pray Our Father — a corporate address — asking that His kingdom come and His will be done
on earth as in heaven. Hebrews 7:6 notes that Melchizedek received tithes from Abraham and
blessed him who had the promises.

Joshua 3:7 records God telling Joshua that He would begin to exalt him in the sight of all
Israel, so they would know that as He was with Moses, so He would be with him. Joshua 4:14
reports the result: on that day the Lord exalted Joshua, and Israel feared him as they had feared
Moses. Hebrews 2:3-4 says God bore witness to the message with signs, wonders, various mira-
cles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will.

James 1:10-11 reminds us of the impermanence of wealth and status — the rich man fades in
his pursuits as a flower of the field withers under the sun's burning heat. Psalm 2:1-5 describes
nations raging and rulers taking counsel against the Lord and His Anointed, with the response
that He who sits in the heavens shall laugh, hold them in derision, and speak to them in His
wrath. Daniel 7:25-27 completes it: the adversary speaks pompous words and persecutes the
saints for a time, but the court shall be seated, his dominion taken away and destroyed forever,
and the kingdom given to the saints of the Most High — an everlasting kingdom that all domin-
ions shall serve and obey.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Matthew 28:19 sends us to nations. Do you pray for your city, nation, and the peoples
of the earth, or almost exclusively for your own circle?

2. In Genesis 18:23-33, Abraham interceded without being told to. When God shows
you something troubling, is your instinct to comment on it or to pray about it?

3. Ezekiel 22:30 says God sought someone to stand in the gap and found no one. Where
might God be looking for an intercessor and finding no one willing?
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4. Romans 8:26 says we don't know what to pray as we ought. Are you willing to pray
about matters larger than your understanding, trusting the Spirit's help?

5. James 1:10-11 says the rich and prominent fade like a flower. How much of your
hope or anxiety is currently attached to people and institutions Scripture calls
temporary?

6. Psalm 2:4 says God laughs at the rage of nations. Does that describe your composure
about world events, or are you more anxious than that verse permits?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Genesis 18:16-33 together. What does Abraham's persistence teach us about
intercession? What does God's willingness to be asked teach us about His character?

2. Ezekiel 22:30-31 and Isaiah 56:7 both point to corporate rather than individual
responsibility. What is the difference between praying alone and praying as a body,
and why might Scripture emphasize the latter for nations?

3. Luke 11:1-2 teaches us to say "Our Father." How does that single word shape the way
we should pray for our community?

4. Compare Psalm 2:1-5 with Daniel 7:25-27. What do these passages tell us to expect
in the short term, and what do they guarantee in the end? How should both shape a
Christian's temperament toward political turmoil?

5. Joshua 3:7 and Hebrews 2:3-4 both show God bearing witness to His messengers. What is
the difference between God establishing someone and someone promoting themselves?

6. What is one specific thing this group could commit to pray for together — for your
city or nation — over the next month?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, You commissioned Your people to make disciples of all the nations, and You have never
stopped loving peoples and cultures. Forgive me for how small my praying has become — often
no larger than my own concerns. Teach me to stand in the gap. You searched for someone to
make a wall and stand before You on behalf of the land, and I do not want it said that You looked
and found no one. Here I am. Like Abraham, let me draw near and plead for mercy where judg-
ment is deserved, even when You have not commanded me to ask. Holy Spirit, help me in my
weakness, because I do not know what I should pray for as I ought — make intercession through
me according to the will of God. Teach me to pray our Father, and join me to others so that we
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pray as one and not merely as many individuals. Let Your house be a house of prayer for all
nations. And Lord, keep my heart settled. The nations rage and rulers take counsel, but You who
sit in the heavens laugh. The court will be seated. Dominion will be taken from every power that
exalts itself, and Your kingdom is everlasting. Let me live with that confidence rather than with
fear, and let me put no ultimate hope in anything that fades like a flower of the field. Your
kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Do what Abraham did with what you already know. Choose one troubling situation in your
community or nation — something you have mostly discussed rather than prayed about — and
intercede for it specifically this week, asking God for mercy rather than merely commenting on
the problem. Then invite at least two other believers to pray it with you, since Jesus taught us to
pray our Father.

DECODING YOUR DREAMS FROM THE COURTS OF HEAVEN FREE RESOURCE BIBLE ST…

48



CHAPTER THIRTEEN

PRAYER ASSIGNMENTS
THROUGH DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God accomplishes His will on earth through the prayers of His people — sustained, believing,
authoritative prayer offered by those who delight in Him, keep their word, and walk in purity.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Luke 11:1-2
Matthew 28:18-19
Matthew 9:37-38
Ephesians 6:18
Job 22:26-30
Luke 17:3-6
Matthew 17:19-20
Isaiah 60:1
Psalm 37:4
Philippians 2:13
Ecclesiastes 5:5-6
Numbers 30:3-5
Numbers 30:6-8
2 Corinthians 7:1
2 Corinthians 10:6
Ephesians 4:11-12
Psalm 64:2-4

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Luke 11:1-2 records the disciples asking to be taught to pray, and Jesus giving them words that
place God's kingdom and will at the center: Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it
is in heaven. Matthew 28:18-19 supplies the authority behind that praying — all authority in
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heaven and on earth has been given to Christ, and on that basis He sends His people to make
disciples of all nations.

Matthew 9:37-38 shows Jesus' response to an urgent need. Seeing a plentiful harvest and few
laborers, He does not organize a recruitment drive; He tells the disciples to pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers. Ephesians 6:18 adds endurance to the picture: praying always with
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, watchful with all perseverance and supplication for all
the saints.

Job 22:26-30 lays out both the conditions and the effects of authoritative speech before
God. The conditions are delight in the Almighty, prayer that is heard, paid vows, and purity of
hands. The stated effects are four: you will declare a thing and it will be established; light will
shine on your ways; when cast down you will say exaltation will come, and the humble
person will be saved; and even one who is not innocent may be delivered. Isaiah 60:1 echoes
the shining — arise, shine, for your light has come and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon you.

Luke 17:3-6 places Jesus' words about the mustard-seed faith and the uprooted mulberry tree
directly after His teaching on repeated forgiveness, and Matthew 17:19-20 records the disciples
asking why they could not cast out a demon, with Jesus answering that unbelief was the reason
and that faith as a mustard seed could tell a mountain to move.

On the conditions, Psalm 37:4 says to delight yourself in the Lord and He shall give you the
desires of your heart, and Philippians 2:13 explains how that works — it is God who works in
you both to will and to do for His good pleasure. Ecclesiastes 5:5-6 warns that it is better not to
vow than to vow and not pay, and cautions against excusing broken vows before God. Numbers
30:3-5 and Numbers 30:6-8 record provisions by which a vow could be annulled by a father or a
husband who overruled it on the day he heard.

On purity, 2 Corinthians 7:1 calls believers to cleanse themselves from all filthiness of flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God — holiness as an ongoing work. 2 Corinthians
10:6 speaks of readiness to punish all disobedience when your obedience is fulfilled, tying
authority against evil to obedience in ourselves. Ephesians 4:11-12 lists the ministry gifts given
for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry and the edifying of the body of Christ.

Psalm 64:2-4 depicts words as weapons — the wicked sharpen their tongues like swords and
bend their bows to shoot bitter words at the blameless, suddenly and without fear.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Matthew 9:37-38 shows Jesus answering a practical need with prayer. What need in
your life have you tried to solve entirely by effort without praying about it?

2. Ephesians 6:18 calls for perseverance. Where have you stopped praying because
nothing seemed to change?

DECODING YOUR DREAMS FROM THE COURTS OF HEAVEN FREE RESOURCE BIBLE ST…

50



3. Job 22:26-30 names four conditions: delight, prayer, paid vows, purity of hands.
Which one is weakest in your life right now?

4. Ecclesiastes 5:5-6 warns against unpaid vows. Have you promised God something
you have not done? What would it take to settle that this week?

5. Luke 17:3-6 places faith and forgiveness side by side. Is there unforgiveness rooted in
you that needs to be dealt with before you can pray with any freedom?

6. Psalm 37:4 and Philippians 2:13 suggest God shapes our desires. Have your desires
grown more like His over the last year, or more like your own?

7. Psalm 64:2-4 describes bitter words shot at the blameless. Have words been used
against you — or have you used words that way against someone else?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Luke 11:1-2 together. What does it mean that Jesus taught His disciples to ask
for God's kingdom and will before anything else?

2. Matthew 28:18-19 grounds the commission in Christ's authority, not ours. How does
that both empower and restrain how we pray?

3. Job 22:26-30 ties the power of a person's word to the condition of their life. Why does
Scripture connect authority to character rather than technique?

4. Compare Luke 17:3-6 with Matthew 17:19-20. What is Jesus correcting in each case,
and what does the mustard seed suggest about the amount of faith required?

5. 2 Corinthians 10:6 links dealing with disobedience to our own obedience being
fulfilled. How does that reshape how we approach spiritual conflict?

6. Ephesians 4:11-12 says the ministry gifts exist to equip the saints. In your experience,
does church leadership tend to equip or to do the work on the saints' behalf? What
difference does that make?

7. Psalm 64:2-4 shows the psalmist bringing hostile words to God rather than answering
them himself. When have you had to do that, and what happened?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Father, teach me to pray. I ask as the disciples asked, because I do not know how as I should.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven — in my home, my church,
my city. Lord Jesus, all authority in heaven and on earth belongs to You, and I stand in nothing
but what You have given. Teach me to answer needs with prayer first, as You did when the
harvest was plentiful and the laborers were few. Give me perseverance, Lord, to pray always and

PRAYER ASSIGNMENTS THROUGH DREAMS

51



not lose heart — to keep praying past the point where I usually stop. And search my life, because
You tie the weight of my words to the condition of my heart. Let me delight in You so that my
desires are shaped by Yours, for You are the one who works in me both to will and to do for Your
good pleasure. Where I have vowed and not paid, convict me and help me settle it. Where there
is filthiness of flesh or spirit, cleanse me, and let me go on perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
Where unforgiveness has taken root in me, uproot it — I forgive, Lord, and I ask You to help me
mean it. And where bitter words have been aimed at me, I hide myself in You rather than
answering in kind. Make me useful to You in prayer. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Work through Job 22:26-30 as a personal audit this week. Write down anything you have vowed
to God and not fulfilled, and take one concrete step toward paying it. Then choose one thing you
have been praying about intermittently and commit to praying for it daily for the next thirty days,
following Ephesians 6:18 — praying to sustain, not only to start.
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

IMPARTATION THROUGH DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God multiplies His grace and gifting into people through impartation — and what is received
must be stirred up, stewarded, and matched by a life that walks in His ways.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

2 Timothy 1:6
Romans 1:11
Zechariah 3:6-7
Numbers 6:1-8
2 Corinthians 1:8-9

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
2 Timothy 1:6 records Paul reminding Timothy to stir up the gift of God which is in him through
the laying on of Paul's hands. The gift is genuinely his, and it is genuinely capable of lying
dormant. Romans 1:11 shows Paul's desire behind such transfer — he longs to see them so he
may impart some spiritual gift, so that you may be established. The purpose is stability and direc-
tion, not display.

Zechariah 3:6-7 ties authority directly to conduct. The Angel of the Lord admonishes Joshua
the high priest: if you will walk in My ways and keep My command, then you shall judge My
house, have charge of My courts, and be given places to walk among those who stand here. The
conditional structure is unmistakable — the walk precedes the authority.

Numbers 6:1-8 describes the Nazirite vow, a voluntary consecration by which a man or
woman separates himself to the Lord. The terms are specific: abstaining from wine and anything
produced by the grapevine, letting the hair grow with no razor, and avoiding contact with the
dead, even a parent or sibling — because his separation to God is on his head, and all the days of
his separation he shall be holy to the Lord. It is a chosen consecration for a set period, not a
general command to all Israel.

2 Corinthians 1:8-9 records what enabled Paul's endurance. He describes trouble in Asia in
which they were burdened beyond measure, above strength, despairing even of life, and says
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they had the sentence of death in themselves — with a stated purpose: that they should not trust
in themselves but in God who raises the dead.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. 2 Timothy 1:6 tells Timothy to stir up what is already in him. What gift has God put
in you that you have let go quiet, and what would stirring it up actually require?

2. Romans 1:11 says the purpose of impartation is that you may be established. Have
you sought spiritual experiences mainly for the experience, or for the steadying they
produce?

3. Zechariah 3:6-7 makes authority conditional on walking in God's ways. Is there any
area where you want a level of spiritual authority your daily walk does not currently
support?

4. Numbers 6:1-8 describes a voluntary separation to the Lord. Is there something
lawful that God may be asking you personally to lay down for a season — not
because it is sin, but as consecration?

5. 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 says the sentence of death taught Paul not to trust in himself.
Where are you still relying on your own strength, and what has that cost?

6. Paul's hardest season produced his deepest dependence. Looking back, which of your
difficult seasons did God use that way?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read 2 Timothy 1:6 together. Why would a genuine gift of God need stirring up?
What causes gifts to go dormant in a church?

2. Romans 1:11 shows Paul wanting to give and also, in the following verse, expecting
to receive. What does that mutuality suggest about how gifts should move in a body
of believers?

3. Zechariah 3:6-7 links walk and authority. Where have you seen that principle proved
— in either direction?

4. Numbers 6:1-8 describes voluntary consecration. What is the difference between
consecration and legalism, and how can a group encourage the first without
producing the second? How should we handle it when one believer's personal
consecration differs from another's freedom?

5. 2 Corinthians 1:8-9 is startlingly honest about despair. Why do you think Paul put that
in a letter to a church? What does it permit us to admit to one another?

6. Who in this group has a gift the rest of us have benefited from but never named out
loud? Take a moment to say so.
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PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, thank You that You give gifts to Your people and grace to fulfill what You call us to.
Forgive me for neglecting what You have already put in me. Stir up the gift of God in me, and
give me the courage to use it rather than to keep it safe and idle. Let whatever You impart estab-
lish me — settle me, direct me, steady me — and not merely excite me. Search my walk, Lord.
You told Joshua that if he would walk in Your ways and keep Your command, then he would
have charge of Your courts. So I ask You to correct my walk before I ask You for authority.
Cleanse my daily conduct. Make my life match what I claim to believe. And if there is some-
thing lawful in my life that You are asking me to lay down for a season as an act of consecration,
give me a willing heart and not a resentful one — let it be separation to You, not a rule I resent.
Where I have been burdened beyond measure and above my own strength, teach me what You
taught Paul: not to trust in myself but in God who raises the dead. Let the sentence of death be in
me toward my own self-reliance, and let Your resurrection life be my confidence. Take my
strength and give me Yours. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Name one gift God has given you and identify a specific, concrete way to use it in the next two
weeks — serve someone with it, offer it to your church, take the step you have been avoiding.
Then, following Zechariah 3:6-7, pick one area of your daily walk that does not match the calling
you sense, and address it this week rather than waiting for more anointing.
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

DELIVERANCE THROUGH DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God frees His people by breaking open the deep places — leading them, as He led His own Son,
from anointing through testing into power, and requiring the surrender even of what He Himself
has given.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Proverbs 3:20
2 Timothy 2:25-26
Acts 10:38
Matthew 3:16-17
Matthew 4:1
Luke 4:14
Genesis 22:1-3
2 Samuel 6:10-12
2 Samuel 6:17

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Proverbs 3:20 says that by His knowledge the depths were broken up and the clouds drop down
the dew. God's knowledge opens what is closed.

2 Timothy 2:25-26 describes the mechanism of release: correcting in humility, in hope that
God will grant repentance so that people may know the truth, come to their senses, and escape
the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will. Repentance and coming to
one's senses are named as the route out of captivity.

Acts 10:38 summarizes Christ's ministry: God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power, and He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the
devil, for God was with Him. The chapter traces those two anointings in sequence. Matthew
3:16-17 records the Jordan: the heavens opened, the Spirit of God descended like a dove and
alighted on Him, and the Father's voice declared, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well
pleased. Matthew 4:1 records what came immediately next — Jesus was led up by the Spirit into
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. Luke 4:14 records the outcome: Jesus returned in the
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power of the Spirit to Galilee, and news of Him spread through all the surrounding region. He
entered the wilderness full of the Spirit and emerged in power.

Genesis 22:1-3 records the hardest kind of surrender. God tests Abraham, calling him to take
his son, his only son Isaac whom he loves, and offer him on a mountain in Moriah. Abraham
rises early, saddles his donkey, splits the wood, and goes. What he was asked to release was not
sin — it was the promise itself.

2 Samuel 6:10-12 and 2 Samuel 6:17 show a relocation of blessing. The ark remained in the
house of Obed-Edom three months and the Lord blessed him and all his household; when David
heard, he went and brought it up to the City of David with gladness and set it in its place in the
tabernacle he had erected, offering burnt offerings and peace offerings. The same ark that blessed
one household was repositioned to serve a nation.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Proverbs 3:20 says God's knowledge breaks up the depths. What has stayed closed in
you that only God can open?

2. 2 Timothy 2:25-26 links escape from the enemy's snare to repentance and coming to
one's senses. Is there an area where you have prayed for deliverance but not yet
repented?

3. Matthew 3:16-17 records the Father's affirmation before the wilderness. How would
being secure in God's approval change the way you face testing?

4. Matthew 4:1 and Luke 4:14 show Jesus entering the wilderness full of the Spirit and
returning in power. Have you assumed a hard season meant God had withdrawn,
when it may have been where He was forming you?

5. Genesis 22:1-3 shows Abraham asked to release the promise itself. Is God asking you
to hold something more loosely — something good, something He gave you?

6. 2 Samuel 6:10-17 shows blessing relocated for a wider purpose. Are you holding on
to a position, place, or role that God may be repositioning?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Acts 10:38 together, then trace the sequence in Matthew 3:16-17, Matthew 4:1,
and Luke 4:14. What does that order teach us about how God develops His people?

2. 2 Timothy 2:25 says to correct in humility. How does the manner of correction affect
whether someone can actually receive it? Where have we gotten this wrong?

3. Read Genesis 22:1-3 slowly. What do you notice about Abraham's response — what
he said, and what he did the next morning? What does that cost look like in real
terms?
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4. What is the difference between God asking us to surrender something sinful and God
asking us to surrender something good? Which is harder, and why?

5. 2 Samuel 6:10-17 shows the ark moved from a household to a nation. When have you
seen God move a blessing on for a wider purpose? How did the people involved
handle it?

6. Is anyone in this group in a wilderness season right now? What would it look like for
the group to stand with them rather than hurry them out of it?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, by Your knowledge the depths are broken up. There are places in me that no amount of
self-effort has reached — break them open. Where I have been snared by the enemy, grant me
repentance and bring me to my senses, that I may know the truth and be free. And where I have
needed correction, thank You for those who have brought it in humility; give me a heart that
receives it. Jesus, You were anointed with the Holy Spirit and with power, and You went about
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with You. Father,
thank You that You declared Your love over Your Son before You led Him into the wilderness.
Let me know that same security — that I am loved before I am tested. And when the Spirit leads
me into hard places, let me not conclude that You have abandoned me. Let me come out as He
did, in the power of the Spirit. Lord, teach me the obedience of Abraham. He rose early and
went, carrying the wood for the very thing he loved most. If You ask me to release something
good — something You gave me — give me grace to open my hands. I don't want to hold
anything so tightly that I cannot follow You. Reposition me wherever You will, and let the
blessing on my life serve more than just my own house. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Name the one thing you would find hardest to release if God asked — a role, a relationship, a
place, a plan. Do not resolve to give it up on your own initiative; instead, bring it deliberately to
God in prayer this week and open your hands over it, telling Him honestly that it is His. Then,
following 2 Timothy 2:25-26, if there is any place where deliverance has been sought but repen-
tance avoided, confess it specifically and ask a trusted believer to pray with you.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

INTERPRETATION OF DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God alone reveals secrets, and understanding comes not by technique but by dependence on
Him, faithful stewardship of the grace He gives, exercised spiritual senses, and the witness of His
Spirit.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Daniel 2:26-28
Psalm 25:14
John 14:21
Genesis 41:15-16
Genesis 45:5-8
Daniel 1:17
Romans 12:6
1 Peter 4:10
Matthew 13:10-11
Psalm 78:1-3
Jeremiah 17:5-6
Philippians 4:7
Psalm 34:4
Psalm 103:7
Romans 4:1-2
Hebrews 5:14
Romans 8:16
2 Corinthians 13:14

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Daniel 2:26-28 sets the foundation. Asked whether he can make known the king's dream and
its interpretation, Daniel first states what the wise men, astrologers, magicians, and soothsayers
cannot do, and then says: there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets. Psalm 25:14 says the
secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and He will show them His covenant. John
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14:21 connects revelation to love and obedience — he who has Christ's commandments and
keeps them is the one who loves Him, and Jesus promises to manifest Himself to such a
person.

Genesis 41:15-16 shows the same posture in Joseph. Told that he can interpret dreams, he
answers Pharaoh, It is not in me; God will give Pharaoh an answer of peace. Genesis 45:5-8
shows what that dependence produced: Joseph tells his brothers not to be grieved or angry with
themselves, because God sent him ahead to preserve life, to preserve a posterity, and to save their
lives by a great deliverance — it was not they who sent him, but God.

Daniel 1:17 records that God gave the four young men knowledge and skill in all literature
and wisdom, and that Daniel in particular had understanding in all visions and dreams. Romans
12:6 says we have gifts differing according to the grace given to us, and calls us to use them. 1
Peter 4:10 says that as each one has received a gift, he is to minister it to one another as a good
steward of the manifold grace of God.

Matthew 13:10-11 records Jesus' answer about parables: it has been given to His disciples to
know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven. Psalm 78:1-3 speaks of opening the mouth in a
parable and uttering dark sayings of old that have been heard, known, and handed down.

Jeremiah 17:5-6 warns of the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose
heart departs from the Lord — he becomes like a shrub in the desert and shall not see when good
comes. Confidence in the flesh blinds a person to what God is actually doing.

Philippians 4:7 promises that the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. Psalm 34:4 testifies that the psalmist sought the Lord, was
heard, and was delivered from all his fears.

Psalm 103:7 draws a distinction worth noticing: God made known His ways to Moses, His
acts to the children of Israel. Romans 4:1-2 asks what Abraham found, and answers that he had
nothing to boast of before God. Hebrews 5:14 says solid food belongs to those of full age, who
by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

Romans 8:16 gives the final test — the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit. 2
Corinthians 13:14 pronounces the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Daniel 2:28 and Genesis 41:16 both refuse credit and give it to God. When you
understand something spiritually, is your instinct to say "It is not in me"?

2. Psalm 25:14 and John 14:21 tie revelation to the fear of the Lord and to keeping His
commandments. Are you seeking understanding while neglecting obedience?

3. Jeremiah 17:5-6 says the one who trusts in flesh does not see when good comes.
Where has self-reliance blinded you to something God was doing?
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4. Psalm 103:7 distinguishes God's ways from His acts. Do you know God's ways, or
mainly a record of things He has done?

5. Hebrews 5:14 says senses are exercised by reason of use. In what area of discernment
have you stopped practicing because you were afraid of getting it wrong?

6. Romans 8:16 makes the Spirit's witness the test. Have you ever pressed forward with
a conclusion the Spirit was not confirming? What came of it?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Daniel 2:26-28 and Genesis 41:15-16 together. Why does Scripture record both
men deflecting credit so quickly? What does that protect in a person who has real
spiritual gifting?

2. Genesis 45:5-8 shows Joseph reinterpreting years of betrayal in light of God's
purpose. What made that possible for him, and what makes it hard for us?

3. Romans 12:6 and 1 Peter 4:10 both frame gifts as grace to be stewarded for others.
Which gifts are visible in this group, and are they being used?

4. Jeremiah 17:5-6 is a strong warning about trusting in man. Where does the Church
tend to fall into that, especially regarding gifted individuals?

5. Hebrews 5:14 says maturity comes through use. How can a group create space for
people to practice discernment safely, including being wrong sometimes?

6. Romans 8:16 and 2 Corinthians 13:14 both emphasize the Spirit's witness and
communion. What does fellowship with the Holy Spirit look like in practice, day
to day?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and it is You. Not me. Like Daniel and like
Joseph, I say plainly: it is not in me. Whatever I understand, You have given. Keep me from
taking credit for what only You can do, and keep me from the pride that would make me sound
wiser than I am. Your word says the secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him, and that You
manifest Yourself to those who keep Your commandments. So let obedience come first in me. I
don't want revelation without a life to hold it. Forgive me where I have trusted in man and made
flesh my strength, and where that has left me unable to see when good was coming from You.
Turn my heart back to You. Teach me Your ways, Lord, and not merely Your acts — I want to
know You, not just a list of things You have done. Exercise my senses by use, and give me the
humility to say "I don't know" when I don't. Guard my heart and mind with Your peace that
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surpasses understanding, and deliver me from all my fears as You delivered the psalmist. Holy
Spirit, bear witness with my spirit. Where I am about to run ahead of You, restrain me. And let
the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and Your communion be with me always. In
Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Practice, as Hebrews 5:14 instructs. Keep a simple notebook this week: record what you believe
God may be saying to you — through Scripture, circumstances, counsel, or a dream — and
beside it record what actually happened or what confirmation came. Test each entry by Romans
8:16, asking whether the Spirit bears witness, and be willing to write "I don't know" rather than
forcing a meaning. Bring one entry to a mature believer and ask what they see.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

MATURING IN DREAMS

CORE BIBLICAL THEME
God entrusts greater revelation to those who steward small things faithfully — those willing to
hear and obey, who stay in the place God has given them, who know when to speak and when to
keep silent, and who act on what they have received.

SCRIPTURE USED IN THIS CHAPTER

Luke 19:17
Isaiah 1:19-20
Luke 22:41-44
1 Samuel 3:9-11
Numbers 12:6
Jeremiah 23:28-29
Jeremiah 1:11-12
Matthew 17:9
Genesis 37:5-11
Genesis 37:18-20

BIBLICAL INSIGHT
Luke 19:17 states the governing principle: Well done, good servant; because you were faithful in
a very little, have authority over ten cities. Faithfulness in small things is the qualification for
greater trust.

Isaiah 1:19-20 sets willingness against refusal — if you are willing and obedient, you shall
eat the good of the land; but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devoured. Luke 22:41-44 shows
what genuine submission costs even for the Son of God. In Gethsemane He knelt and prayed,
Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be
done. An angel appeared strengthening Him, and being in agony He prayed more earnestly, His
sweat becoming like great drops of blood. Alignment with the Father's will was an agony, and He
was strengthened in it rather than spared from it.

1 Samuel 3:9-11 records Eli's instruction and Samuel's obedience: Samuel went and lay down
in his place, and the Lord came and stood and called, and Samuel answered, Speak, for Your
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servant hears. God then told him He would do something in Israel at which both ears of
everyone who heard would tingle. Numbers 12:6 says that if there is a prophet among the people,
God makes Himself known in a vision and speaks in a dream.

Jeremiah 23:28-29 instructs the prophet who has a dream to tell it, and the one who has God's
word to speak it faithfully — asking what the chaff is to the wheat, and declaring God's word to
be like fire and like a hammer that breaks rock in pieces. Jeremiah 1:11-12 shows the Lord
asking Jeremiah what he sees. Jeremiah answers that he sees a branch of an almond tree, and
God replies, You have seen well, for I am ready to perform My word.

Matthew 17:9 records the other side of the discipline. Coming down from the mountain,
Jesus commanded the disciples to tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man had risen from
the dead. Genesis 37:5-11 shows the opposite handling: Joseph tells his dreams to his brothers,
who hate him even more and envy him, and receives a rebuke from his father — while his father
kept the matter in mind. Genesis 37:18-20 shows where that hostility led: they conspired against
him, calling him this dreamer, and said, We shall see what will become of his dreams.

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. Luke 19:17 ties greater authority to faithfulness in very little. What small thing has
God given you that you have been careless with?

2. Isaiah 1:19-20 presents a choice between willingness and refusal. Where are you
currently unwilling, and what have you told yourself to justify it?

3. Luke 22:41-44 shows submission as agony, not ease. Have you assumed that
obedience should feel simple? What does Gethsemane say instead?

4. 1 Samuel 3:9-11 shows Samuel lying down in his place. Are you in the place God has
actually assigned you, or are you reaching for a place He has not given?

5. Jeremiah 1:11-12 shows God pleased with what Jeremiah saw — a sign of coming
life, not doom. Is your habitual outlook on your church, family, and nation more like
Jeremiah's, or more like the doom-speakers?

6. Genesis 37:5-11 and Matthew 17:9 present opposite instructions. Have you been
unwise about what you share, or unfaithful in withholding what you should speak?

7. What is one thing God has already made clear that you have not yet acted on?

GROUP DISCUSSION

1. Read Luke 19:17 together. What "very little" is God currently testing in the lives of
people in this group?

2. Luke 22:41-44 shows Jesus strengthened in the struggle rather than delivered from it.
How does that change how we pray for one another in seasons of costly obedience?
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3. 1 Samuel 3:9-11 emphasizes Samuel being in his place. What is the difference
between contentment in your place and passivity? Between healthy ambition and self-
promotion?

4. Compare Jeremiah 23:28-29 with Matthew 17:9. What guides the decision to speak or
to stay silent? What has the group learned about this from experience?

5. Read Jeremiah 1:11-12. Why does God commend Jeremiah for seeing a sign of life?
What does that suggest about the responsibility of those who speak into a discouraged
people?

6. Genesis 37 shows dreams told at the wrong time to the wrong people. Without
naming names, what have you learned about discernment in what you share?

7. As this study concludes: what has God said to each person over these chapters, and
what will each of you actually do about it?

PRAYER & SPIRITUAL ACTIVATION

Prayer
Lord, make me faithful in very little. I have asked You for greater things while neglecting what
You already put in my hands — forgive me, and help me steward well what is small. Your word
says that if I am willing and obedient I will eat the good of the land, so make me willing. Where
my will resists Yours, I bring it to You. Jesus, You knelt in the garden and prayed not My will,
but Yours, and it cost You agony and blood. I don't ask for easy obedience. I ask for strength in it,
as the angel strengthened You. Teach me to lie down in my place, as Samuel did, and to say,
Speak, for Your servant hears. Keep me from grasping for a place You have not given me, and
keep me faithful in the one You have. Give me eyes like Jeremiah's — to see the almond branch,
the sign of life, and not only the winter. Let what I speak be Your word spoken faithfully, like fire
and like a hammer, and not my own opinion dressed up as revelation. Give me wisdom to know
when to speak and when to keep silent, and guard me from the unwisdom of telling what should
be kept. And Lord, where You have already spoken clearly, give me courage to move — today,
not eventually. I want to be someone You can trust. In Jesus' name, amen.

Activation Step
Take the one thing God has made clearest to you across this entire study and act on it this week
— not study it further, not pray about it more, but do it. Write it down with a date. Then,
following Luke 19:17, identify one small responsibility you have been neglecting and take it up
again faithfully, knowing that God builds greater trust on exactly that ground.
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